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CHRISTIAN ELEMENTS 

im the Poetry of “I. S. Ehot 
JAMES WESLEY INGLES 

a T. S. Eliot is the most influential poet writ- 

ing in English in our time. There is probably no living 

writer about whose work there has grown up such a 

body of critical commentary. So great has been his 

reputation that a few years ago an American university 

had to move the site of a lecture by the poet from its 

largest auditorium to the football stadium Cin the 

manner of a Billy Graham rally) to accommodate the 

14,000 people who wished to hear him, a phenomenon 

surely unique in the current neglect of poetry. 

Eliot’s work, both poetry and prose, although the 

try alone can be considered here, has a peculiar 

significance for the Christian, whether he be theologian, 

preacher, or layman, for Eliot has diagnosed and de- 
scribed with the most acute perception the spiritual 

malaise of our time. He has portrayed the lost in- 

habitants of “the Waste Land” with an irony that is at 

once pitiless and compassionate. He has shaped phrases 

that are unforgettable and has fashioned rhythms that, 
once heard, haunt the ear forever. He has fused the 

past and the present, ugliness and beauty, the majestic 

and the tawdry, the timely and the timeless, in poetry 

which is (according to his own unrivaled definition) 
“thought felt.” And in some of his work, he has lifted 
a prophetic voice that has echoes of the great voices of 

the past in an idiom that is uniquely his own. 

While his name is known everywhere since he was 

awarded the Nobel prize in 1947, and while his great- 

ness as an artist and his importance as a critic are gen- 
erally acknowledged, the Christian implications of his 
work are probably not widely recognized. Surely 
if the history of literature teaches us anything, it is the 

James Wesley Ingles is Professor of English at Eastern Baptist 
College. He holds the A.B. from Wheaton College, M.A. 
from Princeton University, Th.B. from Princeton Theological 
Seminary, and D.D. from Eastern Baptist Theological Semi- 
naty. He has previously taught at Bates College and at Stony 
Brook School and has published five novels, as well as numer- 
ous short stories and articles, and poetry. The poetry quoted 
in this article is taken from The Complete Poems and Plays, 
1909-1950, by T. S. Eliot, copyright 1952, by Harcourt, 
Brace & World, Inc., New York City, and reprinted with their 
permission; and also by Faber and Faber, London, England. 

power of great poetry to survive “the rude wasting of 

old Time.” Whether Eliot's poetry has this quality of 
enduring greatness, or whether it is likely to be limited 

to the age which gave it birth, we cannot say. But it is 

a voice crying in the wilderness of our Waste Land. 

In his earlier work the almost innumerable literary 

allusions in several languages, combined with the 

abruptness and discontinuity of his juxtapositions, 

weave patterns so complex as to be almost incompre 

hensible to some intelligent readers; but, unlike the 

work of many of his imitators, his patterns, in spite of 

their apparent fragmentation, their unusual syntax, do 

yield up meaning upon study and analysis. And the 
tiches, once discovered, are certainly worth the stren 

uous effort they demand. 

One may compass a small and simple chapel in a 

brief inspection, but the great cathedral requires time 

and study for its appreciation. So the true poet de 

mands and deserves our study and reflection. No mere 

“reading” will yield up his riches. Nor will a smatter- 

ing of anthology selections give any idea of such a 
poet's stature, nor any proper understanding of his 

work, for it is a whole and rises structurally out of the 

vision of a lifetime. 

THE PRE-CHRISTIAN MOOD 

Eliot's work ranges the modern world from the time of 
the First World War. It falls basically into three stages. 

There is the first period of the early poems, prior to his 
conversion to Christianity, a period characterized by a 
revulsion from the spiritual aridity and moral decadence 
he saw making a waste land of our Western culture. 

In this stage, his work is chiefly negative, beginning 
with the pathetic portrait in “The Love Song of J. 
Alfred Prufrock” of a self-conscious, indecisive and 
futile middle-aged bachelor of the Boston Brahmin class 
who is afraid of life, afraid of its demands, its respon- 

sibilities, its mystery. Trivial decisions and enervating 
indecision beset him, compass him about, drown him 
in frustration. 

Eliot can move from this refined and inhibited type 
of character, who “measures out his life with coffee 
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spoons,” to the man of excess vitality and little intelli- 
gence, “Apeneck Sweeney.” With his incomparable 
gift for irony, Eliot pictures him “among the night- 
ingales” that are singing near the Convent of the 
Sacred Heart where he is ashore in some low dive 
about to be “rolled.” The vulgarity of the scene with 
the drunken “person” who tries to sit on Sweeney's 
knees, is sharply juxtaposed against the singing of the 
nightingales which bring to mind the night of Agam- 
memnon’s murder by his wife. So, as frequently in 
other poems, the noble and tragic chords of the past 
are played against the ignoble and strident dissonances 
of the present. 

In “Gerontion” there is an old man in a dry month 
waiting for rain and for death without having really 
lived: 

I was neither at the hot gates 
Nor fought in the warm rain 
Nor knee deep in the salt march, heaving a 

cutlass, 
Bitten by flies, fought. 
My house is a decayed house 

In this poem there is also a sense of imminent judg- 

ment. 
In the juvescence of the year 

Came Christ the tiger . 

No longer is He the Lamb of the paschal feast, of the 

Holy Communion, 

To be eaten, to be divided, 

Among whispers . . 

to be drunk 

Now He is the Lion, the tiger. “Us he devours.” 

The poem is an almost terrifying compression of the 
horror of the spiritually purposeless and unredeemed 

life. “Vacant shuttles weave the wind.” It is a modern 
version of the twelfth chapter of Ecclesiastes. All is 

vanity, and age is a slow dwindling to dust. 
In all these early portraits of Eliot’s gallery there is 

an almost surgical objectivity. His people are like 
patients “etherized upon a table.” They are dead while 
they live. 

It is this aspect of our society that preoccupies him 
at this time and horrifies him. It is the spiritual empti- 
ness of “the hollow men,” sterile, impotent, without 

purpose, drifting in a sort of limbo like Dante's, a valley 
of shadows, of dry bones, a cactus land, where they 

“grope together and avoid speech,” where “lips that 

would kiss form prayers to broken stone,” unable to 

complete even an incantation of the Lord’s Prayer. 
They can only dance around the prickly pear in a sort 

of nursery ritual awaiting the end of the world. They 
are not “lost, violent souls,” but only hollow men. 

His most famous poem of this period, “The Waste 

Land,” is an extremely concentrated and cryptic anal- 
ysis of our Western civilization, without God, and 
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therefore without faith, without hope, without genuine 
love. The perversions and travesties of love are x 
vealed at all levels of the social scale and are sharpl 

juxtaposed to hone the incisive irony of the sketches 
There is first, in the section entitled “A Game of 

Chess,” the portrait of a lady in her boudoir, and the 

description of the sybaritic setting not only parodies 
but rivals in beauty the famous description of the 
barge of Cleopatra which Shakespeare puts into the 
mouth of his Enobarbus. The unnamed woman her 
is clearly distraught, nervous, neurotic. 

“What shall we do tomorrow? What shall we eye 
do?” she cries finally, and the masculine voice of re. 
signed ennui replies 

The hot water at ten. 
And if it rains, a closed car at four. 
And we shall play a game of chess, 
Pressing lidless eyes and waiting for a knock 

upon the door. 

Directly from this scene among the upper class, we 

are taken to a pub at closing time where two women 
are talking over their beer about a third who is trying 
to prevent the birth of a child, her sixth. (She is only 

thirty-one.) Love at both levels has been twisted, 
debased, its growth inhibited, and its proper fulfillment 
denied. 

The third scene, mediating between these two, is 
curiously placed in the third section. Here we find the 

same denial of genuine love. A young typist “home at 

teatime” submits passively, morally and _ spiritually 

apathetic, without any real desire, to the utterly selfish 
approach of “the young man carbuncular.” When he 
has gone, she rises, “hardly aware of her departed lover’ 

Paces about her room again, alone, 

She smooths her hair with automatic hand, 

And puts a record on the gramophone. 

The poem ends with a kind of wistful hope. There 
is a sound of thunder. Perhaps there will be rain in 

the desolate land. At least the speaker, the mutilated 

and impotent ruler (symbolic of fallen man’s spiritual 
heritage and moral incapacity?), can attempt to set his 
own lands in order. There is here at least the recogni 

tion of man’s need of grace, the life-giving water on & 
thirsty land. 

One can detect in the poems of this early period 
Eliot’s increasing revulsion as he contemplated life at 
its various levels without God and without hope. 

SPIRITUAL AFFIRMATION 

Eventually, in 1927, after a growing interest in the 

English church and state, he united with the Anglican 
church and became a British subject. Exactly what 
motivated or advanced his conversion to Christianity we 
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cannot say, for he has not told us explicitly. But his 
reading of Lancelot Andrewes, the great Elizabethan 

Christian and scholar, and the metaphysical poets, 

chiefly Donne, and particularly his reading of Dante, 

were undoubtedly factors. And the very great influence 

of the critic, T. E. Hulme, is also notable. At any rate, 

the change becomes apparent in his poetry and critical 

essays. 
The second stage in Eliot's development is character 

ized by a turning toward and statement of spiritual 

afirmations. At the beginning of this period there are 

two specifically Christian poems, biblical in their source 

and both related to the Incarnation, a concept which 

is to become central in his thinking. There is “Journey 

of the Magi,” based on a Christmas sermon by Lancelot 

Andrewes, and suggesting the Birth that was “hard and 

bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.” The drama 

tic voice, one of the Magi, says that they returned to 

their places, their Kingdoms, 

But no longer at ease here, in the old 

dispensation, 
With an alien people clutching their gods. 

“A Song for Simeon” speaks in a similar voice, but 

here the old man speaking has come from the Chosen 

People who have been anticipating and longing for the 

appearing of their Messiah. Now the aged prophet 

can die in peace, having seen His salvation. 

Let the Infant, the still unspeaking and 

unspoken Word, 
Grant Israel’s consolation 
To one who has eighty years and no 

tomorrow. 

But the most famous poem of this period of turning 
to positive Christian themes and values is undoubtedly 
“Ash-Wednesday.” It is a poem of conversion, and one 
of the central symbols in it is the purgatorial spiral 
stair, the turning, the moral struggle, and recovery. 
This poem most clearly suggests the influence of Dante 
and is full of echoes of his work, especially the Vita 
Nuova and the Purgatorio. But there are biblical allu 
sions also, from Song of Songs, Ezekiel, the Revelation, 
and the Gospels. It begins with the death of hope, with 
the existential despair of self. There is a rejection of 
carnal love as incapable of satisfying the thirsty soul, 
but still there is the persistence of desire. 

Blown hair is sweet, brown hair over the 
mouth blown, 

Lilac and brown hair .. . 

And there is echoed the word of the centurion in Luke, 
“Lord, I am not worthy.” Then from this Everlasting 
No, and from the Center of Indifference, which Carlyle 
a century earlier had so vividly depicted, the poet moves 
to the Everlasting Yea, to resurgent faith, to the lost 

vision of Light. But the Word still escapes, is beyond 

CHRISTIANITY TODAY 

reach. There is the need for grace, there is the prayer 
for humility, and there is the final surrender in the 
phrase of Dante’s, “Our peace in His will.” 

The images in this poem, as its title would suggest, 
are essentially Catholic, but, beneath the images, a 
spiritual experience is shared which is very similar to 
any genuine turning, whether Catholic or Protestant, a 
turning to God the Saviour from the false gloria mundi. 
The thoughtful evangelical Christian can recognize 
here the spiritual ascent essential to the growing ex: 
perience of the grace of God in the work of the Spirit 
in sanctification. It is no accident, although it is a 
curious observation missed by many, that the two most 
widely separated extremes of the Christian faith—the 
hierarchical and liturgical Roman Catholic and the 
tree, almost formless Society of Friends—meet at the 
point of the mystical experience of God in. self-sur- 
render and self-abnegation, and the need for grace and 
redemption. Actually, Eliot's work combines in a mys 
terious fashion strands from the Puritan and Calvinist 
as well as the Catholic traditions. Undoubtedly he is 
eclectic, but not in the amorphous manner of Emerson. 
All that he has gathered from the literatures of the 
world, from anthropology and modern psychology, from 
Greek and Oriental thought, he has woven in some 
way into a basically Christian design. 

Eliot moves from these earlier “Christian” poems in 
the “third voice” to a group of poems of the highest 
order of contemplative and philosophical verse. The 
group, now known as “Four Quartets,” begun with 
“Burnt Norton” in 1934, was not completed until the 
third stage of his development in 1943, although this 
group is essentially of the second. 

It would be impossible in a short essay to deal at all 
adequately with the closely-woven texture of these 
poems. They contain the finest distillation of his 
thought. Not only are they structurally and musically 
supreme works of art, but they carry a very heavy 
burden. They evolve and whirl like galaxies of light 
out of the mysteries of Time, not only out of “the past 
ness of the past,” as he says, but out of its presence. 

As Matthiessen suggests in his perceptive analysis, The 
Achievement of T. S. Eliot, here is 

the difficult paradoxical Christian view of how man lives both 

‘in and out of time,’ how he is immersed in the flux and yet 

can penetrate to the eternal by apprehending timeless existence 
within time and above it. But even for the Christian the 

moments of release from the pressures of the flux are rare, 

though they alone redeem the sad wastage of otherwise un- 
illumined existence. 

And in the same essay, commenting on “The Dry 
Salvages,” the third of the quartets, Matthiessen says 

further, 

The doctrine of Incarnation is the pivotal point on which 
Eliot’s thought has swung away from the nineteenth century's 
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romantic heresies of Deification. The distinction between 
thinking of God become man through the Saviour, or of man 
becoming God through his own divine potentialities, can be 
at the root of political as well as religious belief. Eliot has 

long affirmed that Deification, the reckless doctrine of every 

great man as a Messiah, has led ineluctably to Dictatorship. 

What he has urged in his Idea of a Christian Society is a re- 

established social order in which both governors and governed 

find their completion in their common humility before God. 

The Quartets have rightly become the most inten 
sively studied and the most extensively expounded of 

his poems. They best represent the ripeness of his 

wisdom and the intricate complexity of his thought. 

But his most explicit statement of Christian themes 

is to be found in the choruses from The Rock, a pageant 

performed in 1934, which he helped to write on behalf 

of a fund for the repair of old churches in the London 

diocese. 

The chorus opens with the famous passage on the 
“endless cycle of idea and action,” modern man’s whirl. 

ing activity and expansive knowledge which bring him 

no nearer to God. 

Where is the life we have lost in living? 

Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? 
Where is the knowledge we have lost in information? 

The weakened plight of the Church is graphically 
set forth, with the excuses men offer for its neglect in 

city and suburb. 

We toil for six days, on the seventh we must motor 

lo Hindhead, or Maidenhead. 

If the weather is foul we stav at home and read the 

papers. 

Against this indifference, against the shoddy house 
of plaster and corrugated roofing erected for worship, 

“filled with a litter of Sunday newspapers,” the voice 

of the poet is lifted like the voice of a prophet of old 

declaiming against the sins of his people. Not only the 

rhythms aad accent, but the very words beat w ith the 

indignant intensity of one w ho speaks his divine 

burden: 

The Word of the Lord came unto me, saying: 

O miserable cities of designing men . . . 

The Word goes unheard in the cities 

And the wind shall say, ‘Here were decent godless people: 

Their only monument the asphalt road 

And a thousand lost golf balls.’ 

The Choruses mount from invective and denuncia- 

tion, through passionate and heart-broken appeal, 
surrender and the ultimate vision of Light, celebrated 

in a hymn to Light that rivals Milton’s. 
This work not only epitomizes the affirmations of 

the second stage in Eliot’s development, but strangely 
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leads into the third, characterized by ambiguous anal. 
yses and tentative proposals. Made aware, by this firs 
venture into dramatic poetry for the theater, of the 
sibilities in the more direct use of the “third voice” " 
reach the unchurched. Eliot has since devoted his wri 
ing almost wholly to the dramatic form. He has don, 
more probably than any other writer to quicken th, 
revival of religious drama in our time. 

THE THIRD STAGE 

Murder in the Cathedral, written for the Canterbun 
festival in 1935, was his first full-length drama. This 
dramatization of the murder of Becket in 
1170 ( (projected in a more recent version by Jean 

Anouilh), 

Thomas 4 

had a number of themes: the spiritual tes 

ing of a martyr facing death; the spiritual training of 
people witnessing his sacrifice; and the conflict between 
Church and State, becoming in our time again a live 
issue with the rise of Hitler's Germany and the spread 

of communism. The play is full of significant insight 
and memorable lines. 

However, Eliot soon abandoned the historical setting 
tor his poetic dramas and attempted a much more difh 
cult thing, to write poetic drama out of contemporan 
material with contemporary characters. 

In this third stage, the Christian reader or spectato 
at first will be puzzled and disappointed by the almos 

total absence of any specific Christian reference. But 

the later plays have been concerned with people in 

need of Christian grace and discovering in one way o: 
another their need. 

Of the four contemporary plays produced since 1939 
[he Cocktail Party probably suggests more of the 
Christian message than the others. Instead of a clergy 
man, there is the now familiar psychiatrist. No spe 

cifically Christian solutions are offered to the dilemmas 
of the characters, but indirectly they are forced toward 

them. 

The young girl Celia, who had been in love with 
the married protagonist, Edward Chamberlayne, shares 
her problem with the psychiatrist. There are two symp 

toms, she says, that disturb her. One is the feeling ol 
the lack of real communication in the noises peopk 

make when they talk to each other. The second, she 

hesitates to express. Reilly, the psychiatrist, persuades 

her to share it. 

Celia: It sounds ridiculous—but the only word for it 

That I can find, is a sense of sin. 

Xeilly: You suffer from a sense of sin, Miss Copplestone’ 

This is most unusual. 

Celia: It seemed to me abnormal. 

So sharp is Eliot's irony. 
Celia eventually abandons the attempt to find peace 

in merely human love, and gives herself to the divine. 
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al She goes to Africa as a missionary nurse. And we learn __ work of a great poet that he can come into any adequate 
firy at a later cocktail party among the same, although _ perception of his total vision. C. S. Lewis has spoken 
pos changed, characters with whom the play began, that — directly in Christian terms to the unbelieving sophis 

"1 | she has been killed by the natives there. Her death, — ticated minds of our day. It has been Eliot’s more dif 
wile and the shocking manner of it, affect differently all — ficult task to speak obliquely to them, to steal upon 

lone who hear of it. them unawares, to haunt with images that stir memory 

th This is the method of the plays—by indirections to and desire, to w aylay with hopes and aspirations not 

Gnd directions out. They will not satisfy at all the one — wholly dead, to surprise the unbeliever with gleams ol 

who desires a more explicit statement of Christian faith that will not leave him at ease in the dedes itect 

themes. But in his plays, Eliot thinks of himself as a charade of his existence. 

bury sort of Virgil, preparing men for the Advent, making The Christian witness, be he minister or layman, 

This them aware of their need. And surely there is a place will be better equipped to communicate with the intel 

it for such a contribution. ligent unbeliever in our time if he knows the work of 

Jean It is only as one studies and reflects upon the total this significant poet. END 
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ole in . all the dark hours of Israel’s history the — ment promise. Ihis conviction prevailed even though 
al ae promised and longed-for messianic redemption — inquiry about the restoration of the Kingdom to Israel 

was “the one prop and stay” of the Hebrew com- _ yielded no information about “the ‘times’ or the ‘sea 
1939 —-—« munity. sons’” (recall the clue to the mystery of the “end 

fF the Various expectations concerning the Messiah of Old — of days” in Daniel, the one canonized apocalyptic 
slergy Testament promise determined acceptance or rejection tract). These early believers rejoiced in their new 
4 spe of Jesus Christ. Jewish religious leaders in the first found Messiah. And they recognized the relationship 
mma century looked for a supernaturally-endowed ruler who between the unbelief of the Jewish nation and the 
oward Would restore the nation to socio-political greatness. divine founding of the Church as a primarily spiritual 

Until his very ascension even Jesus’ disciples harbored rather than earthly body. By contrast, while modern 

a this hope of an immediate earthly manifestation of the orthodox Israelis see providence at work in the Jews’ 

chats divine Kingdom (Acts 1:6). return from dispersion and in restoration of the nation, 

symp In view of Revelation 20 many Christians still ex: they are uncertain about the messianic concept. 
ing of pect an earthly millennium to consummate the divine In New Testament times both believing and un 
peopl plan of redemption. And in view of Romans 9-11 they ~ believing Jews referred the messianic promises to 4 
d. she insist that in the crowning days of the Christian era —_ person (John 1:19 f£.; Acts 8:34). Today the Natorei 

cuade: the Jew will play a significant role in relation to the —_ Karta, a small cluster of some 5,000 Orthodox Jews in 
Church. Jerusalem, consider the State of Israel a profane de- 

Except for a small remnant, modern orthodox Israelis velopment because it is “Messiahless.” They believe 
| for it regard the return of the Jews to Palestine and the — that messianic redemption will accompany the prom 

__ tevival of the State as a spiritual event that relates ised return of the dispersed Jew; they therefore dismiss 
lestone somehow to a coming divine era of justice and peace on _ the Zionist movement as an effort of self-redemption. 

earth. In at least one significant respect, however, Most strictly Orthodox Jews now look for an ideal 

these Israelis differ from New Testament Jews. First messianic leader who is spectacular in his exploits but 
century Hebrews like Matthew, Mark, John, Peter, not supernatural in essence. They are unsure, how 

1 peace Paul, and many thousands more (Acts 21:20) believed ever, just how to link this expectation to the already 
divine. that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah of Old Testa inaugurated state. Besides those who await a personal 
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Your second job—do unto others 
This article by Doctor Albert Schweitzer, is reprinted by request 
in the October issue of Reader’s Digest. It tells how you can 
be adventurous in your everyday life—how to discover “the 

only true happiness” by breaking through the barrier of indiffer- 
ence to others. Read this great humanitarian’s challenge, then 
ask yourself: have you the daring to take on this second job? 

ee Remember the Berlin Airlift? 
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What Women Want in the Men They Marry. 
Men are trained to keep their emotions under control 

.. but wives expect tender shows of affection! Here a 
doctor lists 7 things women want in a man, plus some 

thought-provoking suggestions about how women 

often defeat themselves unwittingly! 

Medical Samaritans on Safari. Undaunted by 
bandits, tigers, and deadly snakes, the U.N.’s World 

Health Organization pursues its goal to eradicate 

epidemic diseases. In October Reader’s Digest, you’ll 
learn how “the men and women of WHO give up finan- 
cial rewards for the sake of working for humanity.” 

What's Happened to Patriotism? Why has Amer- 
ica accepted the role of “international doormat’’? 
Learn why a leading educator lays the blame right 

smack on our schools . . . And he tells you what 
teachers can do now to compensate for the harm done 

in playing down our national heroes. 

More than 40 articles and 

features of lasting interest 

are yours in the October Digest 
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“It has become for all of us Germans a symbol of the determi- 
nation of the West,’ 

Adenauer. From Air Force records never 
before made public, here is the stirring story of 

how the West defeated Russia’s crude 

attempt to starve out West Berliners. 

’ says Chancellor 

How To Increase Your Energy. Why does th 
busiest man need no more rest than the idler? What 

happens if you ignore fatigue and push on until you 

get your “second wind’’? Here the great psychologist, 
William James, offers practical ways to wake yoursel 
up—live a fuller, richer life. 

New Light on Inheritable Diseases. Certail 
abnormalities are hereditary . . . but recent research 

shows that many parents torture themselves need- 
lessly with old wives’ tales. Here’s why you should 

check with your doctor ... and why, if he refers you to 

an expert geneticist, this counseling is usually free 

Kidnap: The Story of the Lindbergh Case. $6.% 
book condensed. George Waller’s best seller— Book 

of-the-Month Club choice for September—reveal: 
never-before-published facts about the crime of the 
century. Begin reading this two-part condensation it 

the September issue of Reader’s Digest. 

.Now on sale 
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reigning Messiah are 200-300 Messianic Jews or Chris- 

tian Hebrews who look to the supernatural and glorious 
return of Jesus of Nazareth to inaugurate the messianic 
age. For them the recent regathering of the Jews even 

in their present “preliminary state of unbelief” in the 
Christian Messiah is a spiritual sign. Most Israelis, 

however, have no expectation of a personal Messiah. 

THE MESSIAH IN JUDAISM 

Modern confusion over the messianic concept results 

from the confluence of biblical and philosophic influ 

ences. Already in New Testament times Jewish hope 

of national socio-political deliverance overshadowed the 

importance of personal spiritual-moral redemption. 

And in modern times further deference to religious 

philosophers, especially to the medieval codifier Moses 

Maimonides (a.p. 1135-1204), has complicated the 

messianic hope still more. 

In the Old Testament, Messiah (the Anointed) ap- 

pears first as a designation for the anointed King Saul 

(at a time when David resists the temptation to kill 

him). Here Messiah 1. is a man in the flesh and 2. fills 
a special office in an exalted spirit. At this stage this 

office does not necessarily uniquely qualify the nature 

of the exalted one. Appearance of the Messiah in flesh 

and blood was never realized in Old Testament times. 

Jewish thinkers recognize that Christianity, by con- 

trast, spread because Christians worshiped Jesus of 
Nazareth as the Messiah who unites humanity to both 

a divine office and nature. 

It is noteworthy that in most statements idealizing 
King David, the Talmud exonerates David of the very 

sins which the Bible attributes to him. A distinguished 
traditional Jew, Professor Ernst Simon of the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, comments on this fact. He 
explains David's exoneration from fault by inability of 
the Jews of the Diaspora any longer to withstand thor- 
ough prophetic self-criticism, and by their widening 
preoccupation with the ideal David who was to come. 

Later tradition, however, dimmed this expectation 

of a personal Messiah. In the third century A.D. one 

tabbinic authority, Samuel, declared: “There is no dif- 

ference between the times of the Messiah and our times 

today, except that the yoke of the foreign kingdoms on 
us will be broken.” This view virtually reduces mes- 

sianic hope to the expectation of an era of peace that 
Israel will attain in connection with universal freedom. 

A third tradition—which combines the vision of an 
era of national and international justice and peace with 
the expectation of a personal Messiah—reaches back 
both to the Old Testament prophets and to the Talmud. 

Today's typical Jew, however, gains spiritual inspira- 
tion less from the Old Testament itself than from rab- 
binical interpretation in respect to messianic expecta- 
tion. It is significant, therefore, that Maimonides, one 

of the great rabbinical ‘deciders,’ offered decisions not 
on practical problems alone but on questions of theo- 

logy and philosophy as well. Maimonides’ Review of 
the Torah ends with an exposition of “The Messianic 

Era” (Yale Library of Judaica recently published this 

work under the title The Book of Kings). Here 
Maimonides differentiates between 1. the days of the 

Messiah and 2. eschatology (the last days). With cer- 

tain reservations he adopts the “political” interpretation 

of the former. The Messiah-King who liberates the 

Jews from their yoke must have moral perfections— 
unlike Bar Kochba (leader of an ill-fated rebellion in 

the second century 4.p.) who died in the fulness of 

his sins. For Maimonides the messianic reference has 

also a second stage: “the last days” in which Isaiah's 
prophecy will come true, and God’s word will fill the 

earth as the waters cover the sea. 

An illuminating treatment of the messianic move- 

ments and so-called false messiahs studding Hebrew 

history is Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver's book, A History 

of Messianic Speculation in Israel (Macmillan, 1927). 
Silver indicates that messianic stirring quickens in times 
of international crisis when the map of the earth is 

subject to swift change, and that the messianic spokes- 
men have consistently pledged the restoration of the 
Jews of Palestine. 

WHAT OF MESSIAH? 

During my |! days in Israel this summer, I spoke 
with hundreds of Israelis—taxi drivers, tour guides, 

government leaders, university professors, religious 
leaders, and many others “at my side.” In these con- 
versations, I invariably posed one question: “And who 
or what is Messiah, as you see it?” Their answers were 
remarkably illuminating. 

Although here and there the reality of God is ener 
getically rejected, there is little open philosophical 
atheism in Israel and the number of vocal atheists is 
small. “Once I believed, but the Jews’ sufferings under 
Hitler put an end to that,” said one of our drivers. By 
and large, Western European Jews drifted much far 
ther from Orthodoxy than Yemenite, Iraqi, and other 
Jewish immigrants. Agnostics may be found in govern 
ment posts, university faculties, and among the common 
people. But even Jews who reject supernaturalism as 

well as “practical atheists” retain overtones of religious 
idealism through the restoration of the Jewish State 
which attracts a socio-political content to the messianic- 
idea. Virtually all Jews are messianists (that is, they 
expect Messiah) even if they are unsure whether Mes- 

siah is a person, an outpouring of the Spirit, or an 
ideal of political justice. “Messiah is not a person,” 

said a staff member of the Foreign Office (giving his 
personal view), but rather “an ideal State, and Israel 

will lead the nations in establishing it.” But another 
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NEW THIS FALL... 

THE PAPAL COUNCIL AND 
THE GOSPEL 

Protestant theologians evaluate 
the coming Vatican Council. 

In this very timely book, distinguished .. 
theologians on both sides of the Atlan- ~ 
tic present an incisive, scholarly eval- i 
uation of the coming Second Vatican EEF 
Council... from the Protestant view- £ & : 

point. The writers discuss such topics 
as: Will the Second Vatican Council 
be Ecumenical?; The Roman Catholic 

Church on the Eve of the Council; 
What the Pope intends for the Council; 
Protestant Concerns and the Council. 

192 pages, cloth $3.95 
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LUTHER IN THE TWENTIETH 

CENTURY Luther Lectures, Vol. V 

by D. Peter Brunner and 
Bernard J. Holm 

Martin Luther, the man, his ideas, ¢ 

and his works, in relation to the 20th 

Century are the major topics of con- 

sideration in this series of lectures by 
these prominent theologians. 

160 pages, cloth $3.00 

KERYGMA OR GOSPEL TRADITION— 
WHICH CAME FIRST? 

from the Augsburg Theological tt 
Monograph Series by Robert A. Bartels {  _.. 

A well-written treatment that revolves ~ 
around the subject of the kerygma 
(the preaching of the early church) 
and the Gospel tradition (the oral 

account of the life of Jesus which pre- 
ceded the written record). Enables 
student and pastor to obtain a grasp 

of this subject that would otherwise 
take months of technical study. 

144 pages, paper $1.95 

Augsburg 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 

PUBLISHED BY... 
——s 
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A choice variety of good reading 
ONE TO ONE 

Communicating the Gospel to the 
and the blind by Erling N. Rolfsrud 

A warmly sympathetic approach 4 
the problems of these handicappej 
people and how the Church can hey 
them. Written in narrative form, 

128 pages, paper $2.00 

HOME IS WHERE GOD IS 

by Virginia Gangsei 

A fascinating, helpful devotional bog 
that is based on the daily life exper. 
ences of a typical Christian family 

Wonderful for family prayer time, 

144 pages, cloth $3.00 

THE DOCTRINAL THEOLOGY 
OF THE EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

by Heinrich Schmid, translated by 
Charles A. Hay and Henry E. Jacols 

A compilation of theological stat 
ments drawn from the writings of 1! 

prominent Lutheran Theologians ¢ 
the 16th and 17th centuries. This x 
print edition published in response t 
requests from seminary professors an 

students of theology. 

692 pages, cloth $4.75 

ACCOUNTING METHODS 
FOR THE SMALL CHURCH 

by Manfred Holck, Jr. 

A highly useful manual of practic 

and proved record-keeping procedum 
. + proper banking procedures, finat 
cial reports, and many other help 

The author is both a pastor and C.P4 

128 pages, paper $2.50 

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 
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Foreign Office staff member expressed his view in this 
wav: “Messiah is an ideal of justice, peace, and good 

will. This ideal holds universal significance; its realiza- 
ion is not suspended on Israel as the bearer of political 

redemption.” 
Unbelief in Messiah as a person leads to a wide di 

versity of views, but widespread retention of the mes 

ianic-idea. Many Hebrew rabbis contend that the 

messianic concept is “deliberately vague” in Jewish 

theology, that the element of biblical faith animates 

peo le in many ways. Intellectuals may complicate the 

subject by looking for “dialectical development” of the 
messianic idea. “The messianic concept,” such spokes 

men argue, “doesn't begin and end with Isaiah, nor 

the Talmud, nor the medieval mystics.” Rabbi Bernard 

Casper, dean of students of the Hebrew University, 

savs Messiah is a “forward-looking” concept which links 

the Hebrews and their ingathering to the Holy Land. 

Many rabbis therefore refer the messianic concept to 

an era, not to a person. It includes also the condition 

of peace and co-operation between all peoples as a 
national outlook for Israel, and as a universal develop- 

ment that enlists and preserves other nationalities as 

well. The late Dr. Leo Kohn, political advisor to the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, commented that “there 

are many, many interpretations,” but recalled especially 

Maimonides’ view of a coming age of freedom and 
universal peace. “This age will be not simply another 
pax Romana when all were subject to the (Roman) 

emperor. Instead it will fulfill the vision of Isaiah 2: 

all nations will be equal before God, and all will come 

to his holy mountain.” But, added Dr. Kohn, there 

may be more to the messianic concept than an era; 

Messiah could be an ideal Kine—a man—who rules the 

earth. 

It is interesting that in Jaffa, where he ministers at a 
“synagogue” for Bulgarian Jews, “Rabbi” Zion—no 

longer a ‘recognized’ rabbi among Jews—affirms that 
Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, in fact, he may 
be the very Son of God. Zion (sometimes misrepre- 

sented in the American religious press as a convert to 
orthodox Christianity) thus represents a mediating 

view. He personally acknowledges difficulties with the 
doctrine of the Trinity. 

BLOCS OF MESSIANIC OPINION 

About 200-300 Christian Jews along with many Chris 
tian Arabs in Israel worship Jesus of Nazareth as the 
Messiah of the Old Testament promise and look for 

his return in power to usher in the millennial era. 

But the majority of Israelites reflect other lines of 

thought and speculation. While messianic vision re- 
mains, expectation of the Messiah has waned. Ben- 

Gurion has said, “Whereas two centuries ago a Jew 
would have described himself as “a descendant of 

Abraham, who obeys the commandments and hopes for 

the coming of the Messiah,” this definition no longer 
satishes “a large part of our people, perhaps the greater 
part. Ever since the Emancipation, the Jewish religion 

has ceased to be the force which joins and unites us. 

Nor is the bond with the Jewish nation now common 
to all Jews, and there are not many Jews in our time 
who hope for the coming of the Messiah.” But he 
added: “The Messianic vision of redemption . . . fills 

the very air of Jewish history... and... in our own 
day has led to a revolution in the history of our people.” 

Some 35 to 40 per cent of the population is report- 

edly indifferent to the question of Messiah and dis- 
interested in its precise definition and exposition. On 

the other hand only a small proportion deliberately 

dismiss the messianic question. Such persons usually 

assimilate whatever spiritual nourishment the idea of 

messianic mission provides but insist that because it 

“produced” the messianic vision Judaism is therefore 
not ultimately dependent on it. For some, covenant 

replaces messianism as the central concept. For others 

neither the Hebrew vision of redemption in our times, 

nor attachment to the Holy Land or to the Hebrew 

language rests on devout attachment to Hebrew re- 
ligious law and tradition. 

While the support for differing major positions is 

difficult to gauge, a long-time Israeli resident on the 
faculty of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem distin 

— them as follows: 

Messiah is a man (supernatural in office but not 

in being) an ideal ruler. This is now the Orthodox 

Jewish view held by 25 to 30 per cent of Israeli Jews 
(mainly immigrants from Oriental lands and elderly 
Jews), and taught in the Orthodox religious schools. 

2. Messiah is a personal outpouring of the divine 
Spirit upon individuals. About 10 per cent of the 

Israeli Jews, mainly liberal intellectuals and some so 
cialist youth and (as our informant put it) some other 

“nice vague people,” hold this theory. 
3. Messiah is the moral ideal of justice and peace 

wholly transcendent to present history, but to be mani 

fested historically in the “messianic era.” Only a small 
percentage, mainly ‘ ‘real intellectuals,” believe this in- 

terpretation. Its advocates equate messianism with the 

idea of socio-political-spiritual fulfillment or perfection, 
a condition as yet completely outside present reality. 

4. Messiah is the socio- political ideal of justice and 
peace gradually being realized in the Israeli State. 
Perhaps 10 to 15 per cent of the people follow this 

view. Professor Mordecai Kaplan declares that He 
brews live no longer in the age of “the coming” of 
Messiah, but in the days of the Messiah himself. Dis- 
persed Jews now live in freedom, hence are redeemed, 
he says, even if this “salvation” is, as it were, a kind 
ness of the Gentiles, while the State of Israel is Mes- 
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siah for the others. (Kaplan’s view has been criticized 
because it no longer stresses “the ingathering of the 
exiles,” one of the chief historic tenets of the messianic 
concept. Zionists oppose the tendency to equate the 
experiences of the Diaspora and those of immigrants 
regathered from exile.) 

5. Messiah is the state of Israel in its ideal develop- 
ment. Ten to fifteen per cent of the people follow 

this concept. They represent many “primitive” citizens 

as well as Ben-Gurion and others who speak of “the 

messianic character of the movement of the State.” 

In Ben-Gurion’s words the prophets of Israel not only 

preached righteousness, loving-kindness, and mercy, 

but also foretold “material and political redemption 

for their people. . . . After the rise of the State and 

even after the ingathering of the exiles . . 

shall not have reached the end of the vision . . . a 

vision that is both Jewish and universal . . . comprising 
all man’s supreme aspirations and values. This is pos- 

sible only in the Messianic vision. . . . The vision of 

redemption of the prophets of Israel . . 

o WE - 0 « 

. was not con- 

fined to the Jewish people, although the redemption 
of Israel -was a basic and inseparable part of the vision. 

... Together with the redemption of Israel our prophets 

foretold the redemption of all the nations, the whole 

world. . . . The miracle that has taken place in our 

generation is that there has been established an instru- 
ment for the implementation and realization of the 

vision of redemption—and the instrument is the State 

of Israel, in other words the sovereign people in Israel.” 
The messianic vision, Ben-Gurion contends, assumes 
different forms in different periods. In our time he 

identifies the “inner kernel” of the messianic vision 

with the national sovereignty of the Jew. This inner 
kernel has “germinated in the State of Israel,” an event 
which signals national redemption of the Jew in the 
promised land. Ben-Gurion considers the state, how- 

ever, not just an end in itself, but an instrument for 

a mission. The renewal of national sovereignty in a 
moral state assertedly constitutes the Jewish people 
once more a chosen people whose mission promises 

human redemption by replacing tyranny and cruelty 
with international peace, justice, and equality. 

MESSIANISM AND STATE POLICY 

Many Hebrew writers do not hesitate to personify 

the State as redeemer of the people. One writer, for 

example, asserts that the new State “redeemed hun- 
dreds of thousands of Jews from poverty and degenera- 
tion in exile, and transformed them into proud, crea- 

. it poured new hope into the hearts. . . .” 

By restoring “as in the days of the Bible, a complete 
unity of existence and experience, which embraces in 
a Jewish framework all the contents of the life of man 
and people . . .” the State has delivered the Jew in 

12 [12] 

tive Jews . . 

October 13, 196) 

Israel from the Diaspora’s divided allegiance to Gep. 

tile rule in political-economic affairs and to Jewish 
authority in their restricted community of Mosaic faith 

Precisely this tendency to reduce messianism to state 
policy by elevating the political factor has brough; 
criticism from scholars like Dr. Martin Buber. He 

agrees that the messianic vision imposes a unique 

divine demand upon nations to realize Messiah’s King 
dom and thus to participate in the world’s redemption 

But he considers today’s tendency to secularize megs 

sianism quite unjustifiable. Many, Buber protests 

think only in “the narrow naturalistic form which js 

restricted to the Ingathering of the Exiles,” and thereby 

eliminate belief in the coming of the kingdom of God, 
“A Messianic idea without the yearning for the te 

demption of mankind and without the desire to take 
part in its realization is no longer identical with the 
Messianic visions of the prophets of Israel.” 

This widespread tendency to merge the biblical 

vision of an ideal messianic society with the new State 
of Israel elicits sharp fire from American critics of Ben 

Gurion’s Zionism. Hebrews, of course, have long 

linked the messianic hope of redemption with their 
national existence and destiny. Zionism, therefore, 
gives religious significance to the current politico-his 

torical events that established the new state, and te 
gards the new state as the national center of “the whole 
house of Israel.” Some dispersed Jews, especially in 
America, criticize the Zionist movement because it 
seems to advance a nationalistic political thrust behind 

a facade of Judaism. In this respect American non- 
orthodox Jews criticize the new state as severely as the 
orthodox Naturei Karta, although from a different per 
spective than personal messianic expectation. They 

argue that since 1900 the Zionist movement has been 

essentially political, despite some religious elements 
and motivations. They call it a well-financed national 
political mechanism that exploits the traditional mes 
sianic hope to gain the support of those who profess 
Judaism. Critics of Zionism note the tendency to iden 
tify movements toward independence as modern te 

vival; to designate new social ideals and opportunities 
as integral to the vision of messianic redemption. These 
critics trace establishment of the Jewish state not toGod 
but to the Hebrew’s self-confidence in his own ability to 

shape a new destiny. Nowhere does the newborn state’ 

Proclamation of Independence mention God’s name 

except for figurative reference to the “Rock of Israel.’ 
Motivation for establishing the state, it is contended, 
was not religious (an impulse from the Torah) but 
rather patriotic—an achievement of Jews weary of per 
secution, exile, and foreign rule. The new state there 
fore assertedly rests on secular, and not on messianic 
foundations, and stems from human organization rather 
than from divine providence. [TO BE CONTINUED] 
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Dr. Frank Bateman Stanger THE PREACHER: 

Jorn in Cedarville, New 

Frank Stanger was or- 
dained by The Methodist Church 

in 1938, Methodist 

churches in his-home state until, 

Jersey, 
Bateman 

and _ served 

in 1959, he became executive vice 

president of Asbury Theological 

Seminary. He holds the B.A. de- 

gree from Asbury College, Th.B. 
from Princeton ‘Theological Semi 

narv, $.1.M. and S.T.D. from Temple University, and 

the honorary D.D. from Philathea College. He is author 

of the volume A Workman That Needeth Not To Be 

Ashamed. In denominational posts he has served as presi- 

dent of the New Jersey Conference Historical Society, 

Northeastern Judisdictional Methodist Historical Society, 

and as a member of the executive committee of the Ameri 

can Association of Methodist Historical Societies. He has 

also been a delegate to four World Methodist conferences 

I' was a memorable interview between Nicodemus, 

one of the chief Pharisees, and Jesus Christ. The 
very circumstances surrounding it speak with elo- 
quence. A man stood in the presence of God. A ruler 
of the Jews was seeking entrance into another kingdom, 
the kingdom of God. A teacher came seeking informa- 
tion from the Great Teacher. Moreover, it was night- 
a vivid figure of any soul outside the kingdom of God. 
But the wind was stirring, a spiritual symbol of the 
working of the Spirit of God. 

Little wonder that this interview between Nico 

demus and Jesus continues to be of vital significance. 
It is representative, on the one hand, of the continuing 
divine purposefulness in establishing the kingdom of 
God and, on the other, of man’s persistent quest to 

enter into that realm of spiritual experience which the 
Kingdom represents. So men in all centuries, and 
contemporary man is no exception, have sought the 

way into the Kingdom. 

The kingdom of God is the master thought in the 
teaching of our Lord. Mark records: “Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 
And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand; repent ye, and believe the gospel.” 

The teachings of Jesus reveal the Kingdom to be that 
domain of life, personal or corporate, in which the will 
of God is done. In the “Lord's Prayer” the Kingdom 

The Way ito the Kingdom 
THE TEXT: John 3:3 

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a 

ruler of the Jews: The same came to Jesus by night, and 

said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 

come from God: for no man can do these miracles that 

thou doest, except God be with him. 

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily I say 

unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 

kingdom of God. 

Nicodemus said unto him, How can a man be born when 

he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s 

womb, and be born? 

Jesus answered, Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, Except 

a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 

into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh 

is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit. 

Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again 

The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 

sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 

whither it goeth so is everyone that is born of the Spirit. 

is equated with the will of God: “Thy Kingdom come 
In the 

light of New Testament teaching and experience, the 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 

Kingdom is that realm of life in which there is deliver 

ance from sin, power to live righteously, and delight in 

doing God's will. 

That man has ever sought to gain entrance into this 

kind of spiritual existence is not difficult to understand 

For the kingdom of God is realism. Jesus makes himself 
and the Kingdom synonymous with life. He declares 

that living works satisfactorily only in the Kingdom 

way. “The kingdom of God,” He points out, “is 

within you.” It is built into the very structure of the 
self. The Kingdom is our “real” nature. The laws of 

the Kingdom are actually the laws of our being. Life 
will work in God's way and in no other. Only as we 
co-operate with the nature of the universe do we live 

in accordance with our true nature. When we default 

against the Kingdom we default against ourselves 
Sin is actually an attempt to live against the laws of 

one’s own created being and get away with it. 
Even unregenerate man, living under the influence 

of an inherited sinful nature, recognizes his inalienable 

right, by divine creation, to attain such a level of 
existence as that expressed by the Kingdom. 

For Nicodemus as a person, and as the representative 
of spiritually concerned individuals, the kingdom of 
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God is far more than a traditionally nationalistic issue. 
How often Nicodemus’ forbears and contemporaries 
had asked: “Wilt Thou restore the Kingdom to Israel?” 
But for him the issue was intensely personal: “How 
may I gain entrance into the kingdom of God?” Man 
in his patriotism may covet the Kingdom in a national- 

istic sense. But man in the depths of his created being 

has a longing for the Kingdom in a personal, spiritual 

sense. 
Here, then, we discover the essential characteristic 

of the universal spiritual quest of mankind. Man, 

realizing that the kingdom of God and life are synon- 
ymous for him, knows that in his sinful state he is not 
a citizen of that Kingdom. So, conscious of the crucial 
conflict, he becomes desperately intent upon the resolv- 

ing of this spiritual tension. This universal pursuit is 

the crux of the story of religion. Man is seeking con- 

tinually to transform Paradise Lost into Paradise 

Regained. He is looking persistently for the Gate 
into the Kingdom. 

Because of his sinful nature, man has attempted to 

follow wrong ways into the Kingdom. Nicodemus was 

» learned man, deeply religious, sincerely ethical, 
l ader in spiritual matters. Even so, the longings of his 
soul remained unsatisfied, and the result was spiritual 

death. He must find yet another way, the right way. 

The kingdom of God is not entered along the way of 
special privilege. 
mother of James and John seeking for her sons the 
promise of a place of privilege in the Kingdom. Here 
is our Lord’s response: “Can ye drink of the cup that 
[ shall drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that 
[ am baptized with? . . . Ye shall indeed drink of the 

cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am 
baptized withal shall ye be baptized: but to sit on my 
right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; 
but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared.” 

Neither does the way of mere formal orthodoxy 
lead into the Kingdom. When one of the scribes, a 

paragon of orthodoxy, commended Jesus for His correct 
recital of the two great commandments, the Master 
replied: “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 
“Not far”—but not in it. To sanctimonius Pharisees 

Jesus spoke in the same vein: “You shut the kingdom 
of heaven against men: for you neither enter your- 
selves, nor allow those who would enter to go in.” 

Nor does he who follows the way of material 

security gain entrance into the kingdom of God. Be- 

cause he had great possessions the rich young ruler 
turned sorrowfully away from Jesus. And Christ's 

wistful comment was: “How hard it will be for those 

who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” 

Moreover, the way of good works does not lead into 

the Kingdom. The words of our Master in this regard 

were stern and decisive: “Except your righteousness 

14 [14] 

The gospel narrative tells of the 

shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.” The scribes and Pharisees were religionigy | 
of works: they held fast the traditions, they worshj 
they observed the ceremonial enactments, they ith 
they evangelized. But their righteousness was a fo 

mechanical, legalistic, lifeless thing. Their works could” 
not save them. 

What, then, is the right way, the only way, into the 
Kingdom? Christ’s own answer to this question leg 
us with no doubt: * ‘Except a man be born again, 

cannot see the kingdom of God.” “Except ye be comm 
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.” A new spiritual mood jg) 
demanded. There must be a spiritual transformation ag) 
radical as birth. A new birth, through the Spirit of 
God, is the only way into the Kingdom. 

[n 1752 Whitefield wrote to Benjamin Franklin: “Ag 
| find you growing more and more famous in the world 

ot letters I recommend to your unprejudiced study the) && 
mystery of the New Birth. It is a most important study 
and if mastered will abund: intly repay you. I bid you, 
dear friend, remember that He before whose bar we 
must both soon appear has solemnly declared that 

without it we shall in no wise see His Kingdom.” 

The New Birth has been described in various, yet 

suggestive ways. It has been spoken of as “that inward 

happy crisis by which human life is transformed and 
an issue ope ned up toward the ideal life.” Or, to use 

‘the New Birth is that great 

change which God works in the soul, when he brings it 
into life: 

more theological language, ‘ 
. 

when he raises it from the death of sin t u 

the life of righteousness. It is the change wrought it 

the whole soul by the Almighty Spirit of God, when i i" 
is created anew in Christ Jesus. 

The Apostle Paul declares: “If anyone is in uni 

with Christ he is a new being; the old state of things) 
has passed away; there is a new state of things 

Goodspeed). Commenting on this Pauline dec 

tion, Paul Tillich says: “The New Being is not some 
thing that simply replaces the old. It is a RENEWAL Of 
the old which has been corrupted, distorted, split” 

almost destroyed—but not w holly destroyed. Salvati 

does not destroy creation; it transforms the old creati 
into a new one.” 

The spiritual decisiveness of the New Birth can 
understood more fully by noting three of its ch 
teristic elements: repentance, regeneration, and com 

version. Repentance is a change of mind concerning: 
sin, a changed mind which results in the confessi 

and forsaking of sin. This is man’s responsibility, and is 

a prerequisite for the exercise of the faith that saves 

Regeneration is a change in nature, solely a divine 
work. To use the words of E. Stanley Jones, “This 

New Birth, John (1:13) says, is ‘not of blood’ 
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cannot be inherited from the bloodstreams of our 
parents; ‘nor of the will of the flesh’—you cannot get it 
by the efforts of the will, lifting yourself by the boot- 
straps; ‘nor of the will of man’—no man can give it to 
vou, neither pastor nor priest nor pope; ‘but of God.’ 

It is direct from God or not at all.” 

Conversion, the inevitable response to both repent- 

ince and regeneration, manifests itself in a continuing 

change of life. This is effected through an active 

piritual co-operation between God and man. Such a 

converted life is the essence of Christian discipleship. 

Even after we have been initially converted through 

the divine act of regeneration, we are only “Christians- 

in-the-making” in relation to the many areas of our 

lives which must be transformed into the likeness of 

Christ. Hence, we “grow in grace and in the knowl 

edge of our Lord.” Thus conversion is seen also as the 

process of spiritual maturity: we become more and 

more like Christ through his powe! which works 

ithin us. 

In his description of Pilgrim after his conversion, 
John Bunyan makes clear what happens when a 

Christian. Three “shining ones” } rson become > & 

ippeared to Pilgrim. The voice of one spoke: “Thy 

ins be forgiven.” This is the forgiveness of sins. The 

The sermon “Ihe Way into the Kingdom” was nominated for 

CurisTiIANity Topay’s Select Sermon Series by Dr. James 

D. Roberts: Professor of Preaching in Asbury Theological 

Semin Dr. Robertson's overcomment follows 

[his sermon has much to commend it. It deals with a 

reat theme, the New Birth—the foundation and genesis of 
Christianity. It breathes a bracing evangelical spirit: the 

Kingdom is real, it is here, it’s for you; life can be meaningful 

ow. This is a redemptive preaching of a high standard. It 
grounded in the Word. It speaks with authority—authority, 

one feels, girded by the preacher’s first-hand knowledge of 

what he is talking about. It is, anchored in the moreover 

stream of life today’s lite Christ appears not one whit less 

vocal today than in the long ago; he is our great contemporary. 

\daptation of the truth of the text is accomplished with verve 

ind freshness. The preacher does not hesitate to express his 

orthodoxy in current terms. The oral style of the message 

has the marks of straightforward speech. Sentences are clear, 

correct, often forceful. The number and variety of extra 

biblical breadth of 

Illustrations and quotations are well integrated into the sermon 

materials suggests reading interests 

ind are a vital source of illumination and power 

troubled 

insecurity, through sober reflection, into joyous hope. Early, 

Psychologically, the sermon moves from a 

the sense of personal involvement is aroused. The problem is 

iggravated by the exposure of “wrong ways” men follow in 
their search for the Kingdom. The description of the “right 

way” helps scatter the gloom which, for the serious seeker, 

may well be dispelled altogether in the great conversion hymn 
that concludes the whole. 
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COMMENT ON THE SERMON 
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second gave him beautiful raiment for the rags of sin. 

This is the beauty of Christ’s righteousness in one’s 
life. The third placed a mark on his forehead. This 
signifies his adoption into the family of God. 

The steps along the way into the kingdom of God 
are well marked and decisive. First, there must be an 

intense personal desire: “I want to be a Christian.” 

Second, desire is manifest in confession: “I am sorry 

for my sins. I confess my sins to God.” Third, there 

is personal acceptance through faith: “I believe that 
Jesus Christ died for me. By faith I accept him as my 
Saviour now.” Then inevitably there results a whole- 

hearted dedication: “I belong to Christ forever—I am 
his and he is mine.” 

Human experience has revealed a paradox in this 

matter of entering the Kingdom. On the one hand, to 
those who are spiritually sincere and intensely desirous, 

who renounce all hope of salvation save in Christ, it is 

a simple way. But to those who persist in holding on 

to any self-efforts or who place any confidence in things 
other than the salvation Christ offers, it continues to 

be an imposing, foreboding, dificult way. Such indi- 
viduals experience the probing meaning of Jesus’ 

“How difficult it is for those who trust in riches 

(or in other things) to enter into the kingdom of God.” 
MW ords ; 

If a discourse is to be intellectually respectable its content 

must be structurally clear. In this instance the idea unfolds 
in the light of the preacher's aim. The sense of advance and 

the prospect of arrival significantly fashion the thrust of the 
message. It gets off to a dynamic start in the terse, suggestive 

description of the night meeting, in which Nicodemus’ role 
shadows forth our own restless seeking after the kingdom of 
God. The aim of the sermon is at once made clear: to help 
man find the way into the Kingdom. But first it must be 
made plain just what Everyman, in the person of Nicodemus, 

is really seeking, and why he is seeking. The Kingdom is 

explained in terms of life lived in God’s way through Christ 
as so constituted that he 

cannot live his life satisfactorily in any other way. But man, 

possessing us, and man is seen 

conscious of the. gulf between his present sinful state and his 
attainment of Kingdom status, has ever sought to initiate on 

his own a way into the Kingdom. Here follows a brief treat- 
ment of “wrong ways.” Till now, all has been preparatory to 

the setting forth of “the right way’—the way of the New 
Birth. The New Birth is emphasized as a “Divine Must”; it 
is defined from several standpoints; it is further explained by 
breaking it down into its elements; then the steps necessary 

to its attainment are presented. Before his final word, the 
preacher takes his truth and, setting it squarely in the midst 

of our times, makes us face up to it. It is the one thing 

needful in our generation. It bears a message of perpetual 
relevance. The sermon ends on a high note—a poem in which 
a greatly beloved Christian describes exultingly his own con 
version experience. This is a God-exalting, triumphant, 
resounding appeal—altogether a forthright and 
sermon. 

effective 

J.D. R. 
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he contemporary relevance of the New Birth must 
ever be kept in mind. What Jesus said to Nicodemus 
centuries ago he continues to say to “John Smith” and 
o “Mary Jones.” The words of our Master which filled 
that moonlight-flooded conference room still constitute 
the pertinent spiritual message of sanctuary and chapel, 
of mission hall and private oratory. As Paul Tillich has 
said, “If I were asked to sum up the Christian message 
for our times in two words, I would say with Paul, 
it is the message of a ‘new creation.’’ 

Modern psychology says that a man must be “born 
again.” For life is shattered and broken. Life is frag- 

Life needs to be 
reintegrated into a satisfying unity. But psychology, 
mentary and has gone to pieces. 

apart from the reality of Christian experience, cannot 

provide the means of reintegration. For purposes of 

scientific experiment Carney Landis of Columbia Uni 

versity once submitted himself to a full psychoanalysis. 
In the course of the experiment he asked his analyst, 

“What is normality?” 

“I don’t know,” replied the analyst, “I never deal 

with normal people.” 

“But suppose a really normal person came to you?” 
Landis asked. 

“Even though he were normal at the beginning of 

the analysis the analytical procedure would create a 

neurosis,” the analyst admitted. 
The experience of the New Birth brings spiritual 

unity to the personality. The soul, previously in con- 

flict because of sinful desires, and disoriented toward 

God, receives a new nature which manifests itself i 

a new sense of direction. The life, formerly tied up 

inwardly and stunted, receives release and incentive 

through spiritual conversion. A prominent man in 

India said of E. Stanley Jones, “We always know where 
Dr. Jones in his messages is coming out. Even if he 
begins with the binomial theorem he will come out at 
conversion.” Upon hearing this, Jones commented, 
“Most assuredly 1 come out at conversion, for life 

comes out there.” 

“Except a man be born again” he cannot enter the 
“Except a man be born again” he 

cannot enjoy the kingdom of God. “Except a man be 
kingdom of God. 

born again” he is not in possession of the spiritual 

power to live as a citizen of that Kingdom. “Except 
a man be born again” he will not see the kingdom of 
God in its consummated glory. 

How expressively, in his conversion hymn, Charles 

Wesley has described the experience of the New Birth! 

The “poet of the Methodist Revival” was ill at the 

time, in the home of a brazier named Bray, on Little 

Like his brother John, 
Charles had been seeking carnestly the rest that comes 

from vital, personal faith. It was on Whitsunday, 

May 21, 1738, three days before his brother’s Alders- 

Britain Street in London. 
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gate experience, that he entered into the kingdom of 

God and found his spiritual rest. The following morn- 
ing he penned this moving description of his spiritual 
conversion 

And can it be that I should gain 

An interest in the Saviour’s blood? 

Died He for me, who caused His pain? 

For me, who Him to death pursued 

Amazing love! how can it be 

That Thou, my Lord, shouldst die for me? 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 

Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 

[ woke, the dungeon flamed with light: 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

No condemnation now I dread, 

Jesus, with all in Him, is mine; 

Alive in Him, my living Head, 

And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach th’ eternal throne, 

And claim the crown, thro’ Christ my own. 

In the life of every man, the kingdom of God can 
become a glorious reality when Christ’s words are taken 

seriously: “Except a man be born again. . . .” END 

Jehovah-Jireh 
Who set the morning stars to singing 

And caused their light-years to commence? 
Who packed the atom’s annihilative power 

In such minute circumference? 

Who gave the earth to its diurnal spinning 

With a divinely cosmic shove? 

Who brought the moon to bear upon the tides 
And ranged the firmament above? 

He is the holy just Jehovah 
And we His creatures sin-defiled. 
Nor can we by finite endeavor 
Our ruined souls make reconciled. 

But Deity divinely loving 

Purposed before the world’s foundation 

His Son to be our sin atonement 

And reconcile His lost creation. 

Now I can face Jehovah-Jireh 
When space and time in Him are ending, 
And with His universe triumphant sing 
Redeemed creation’s song ascending. 

Joan Wisk Jesurun 

[17] 17 



CHRISTIANITY TODAY 

aE CACM aE 
sy eg Sociology, 
es Md eh 

ah eu 
BMS 
FIC ene Te Fa 

ot ma STENT) 4 er) 

rT od hale MAILE UMA ISIEL Ay 
and objectivity” — « cu: 
SS MSS CoC 

ORAM Ian a es I)T 
should see this‘ film’ 
— Donald M. Maynard, Ph.0., Department: of eee 
Education, Boston University School of Theology 

aa 

October 13, 196} 

One Love—Conflicting Faiths makes sense. 
And responsible persons the nation over are still 

expressing their excitement at the frankness, honesty, 

and clarity with which a most delicate subject is 

treated. 

One Love— Conflicting Faiths is the story of a 

Protestant-Roman Catholic marriage. It truthfully 

uncovers the many pitfalls and dangers inherent 

in such a marriage: the problems of home life, 

child rearing, and religious practices. 

For information concerning purchase, ¢ 

It is recommended by Audio-Visual Resource Guide 

for instruction of senior highs through adults, in- 

cluding leaders, teachers, and parents. 

Available for rental at all Cokesbury Stores and 

most audio - visual libraries; 

color - $9.00 B/W - $6.00. 

l6mm, 27 minutes, 

See and show this dramatic event, then send us 

your review. 
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‘Tax Churches on Business Profits? 
O. K. ARMSTRONG 

N° long ago Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, former 

president a the National Council of Churches, 

made a startling statement: “In view of their favored 
tax positions, with reasonably prudent management 

America’s churches ought to be able to control the 

whole economy of the nation within the predictable 

future” (Cunistianrry Topay, Aug. 3, 1959, 
Dr. Blake and many other Saati. nassau. 

Catholic and Jewish—are seriously concerned about the 

issue ). 

rising number of tax-free church business enterprises 
that have nothing to do with religion. There is good 
reason for their concern. 

In a nation-wide study | found that many religious 
denominations and their subordinate agencies have 
gone into competitive profit-making businesses on a 

large scale. Churches own radio stations, hotels, office 
buildings, parking lots, bakeries, warehouses. They do 
contract printing, invest in stocks and bonds, and spec 
ulate in real estate. They have investments in stocks 

and bonds that for some major denominations run into 

millions of dollars. 

The federal government and all the states specifically 

exempt places of worship, whatever their name or faith, 

from taxes of all kinds—33 of the states by their con 

stitutions. Churches pay no property taxes. They pay 

no federal income taxes, even if they derive profits 

from unrelated business enterprises. Estate and gift 

taxes cannot be levied on them. 

Tax exemption for churches and their related activi 

ties rests upon two historic American principles: com 

plete freedom of conscience and worship, and recog 

nition of the benefits of organized reli; zion to society. 

American tradition solidly upholds exemption for all 

nonprofit religious organizations, and few would ever 

question that religious worship and teaching add 
moral strength to the nation incalculable in money. 

But when churches and agencies under their control 
unrelated to their 

religious and sacerdotal functions, they 
slep over into business enterprises, 

raise pressing 

questions as to the justice of their favored tax position. 

O. K. Armstrong is a Baptist layman and former member of 
Congress from Missouri. He is the author of several books, 
one published this year, and a veteran magazine contributor. 

| oday those Churches and 
their agencies have increased their business activities 

questions are acute. 

tremendously in the last decade, and at the same time 
all levels of government have been forced to find more 

and more revenue. Many 

“Something has to give!” 

tax officials have told 
during this research: 

CHURCHES IN UNRELATED BUSINESS 

Thirty years ago, about 1 2 per cent of real property 
in the United States was tax-e exempt; today, about 30 
per cent pays no taxes. Biggest exemption goes to gov 
ernment property, such as post offices, parks, military 
posts, state universities, city halls, and public schools. 
Next come churches and other religious organizations, 
accounting for about one third of all exempt properties. 

While exemption from property taxes for religious 

organizations is not a great burden on any community, 

the rub comes when a church with its favored tax 

status embarks upon business for profit. 

“I buy all my gas at a filling station on a lot owned 
by my church,” 

Ww ashington, vb. 

the lot, with an agreement that the church will receive 

one cent a gallon on all gas sold.” 

a prominent Methodist layman in 

, told me. “An oil company leases 

“And your church pays no tax on such business 

I asked. 

“OF course not,” 

income?” 

he replied. 

A realtor in Missouri, prominent in his Presbyterian 

church, drove me to an expanding residential area. 
he said, 

“When the church sells its tract, it 

“My church owns that tract adjoining mine,” 
pointing it out. 

will pay no capital gains tax. When I sell mine, I'll 

pay the tax. Thus my church presents unfair com 

petition to every real-estate firm in town.” 

Many churches own and operate retail stores, in 

dustrial plants, and cattle ranches—all free of taxes on 

sales and profits. A large farm in Nebraska was te 

cently taken over by a church organization, which 

meant that it was taken off the tax rolls. 
Does your church conduct bingo games for profit? 

lt pays no income or amusement taxes. Does your 

church organization operate a cafeteria primarily for its 
employees? Again, no tax. Proceeds of athletic con 
tests, motion pictures and other paid entertainments, 
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given to a church, are exempt from admissions tax. 
Does your minister, priest, or rabbi live in a manse 

owned by your church officials or congregation? In 

most states, the property is not taxed. A Church of 

Christ minister informed me that when he purchased 

his latest automobile the salesman suggested: “Why 

don’t you buy this car through your este That 

would save you the state lee’ tax.” The minister re- 

lated further: “I told the agent that would not be 

right, and he assured me that many preachers do it 
that way.” 

City, Utah, the 

Mormon church operates numerous business enter- 

From its headquarters in Salt Lake 

prises to help support its missionary and w elfare activi- 

ties. These include a newspaper, radio and TV sta- 

tion, apartment houses, hotels, mercantile and banking 

establishments. In October, 1960, Mormon President 

David O. McKay announced a large building project 

for Salt Lake City, to cost more than $40,000,000 and 

to include construction of a 28-story office building and 

the addition of 17 stories to the church-owned Hotel 

Utah. More recently this church purchased 786 acres 

of land and 14 industrial buildings in an expanding 
area of the city, to be held for investment and develop- 

ment purposes. Noted for its program of self-help for 

its members, the Mormon church owns and operates 

hundreds of “welfare farms.” One of the largest is in 

Florida, with 740,000 acres and 100,000 cattle. 

Some Mormons business enterprises are administered 

by Zion Securities Corporation, which pays property 
taxes on all holdings not used for religious purposes, 
and pays both state and federal corporate income 

taxes. The church pays no income taxes upon divi- 

dends it receives from its vast unrelated profit-making 

activities. 

Three churches of Bloomington, Illinois—First Chris- 

tian, First Baptist, and Sein Presbyterian—own the 

Biltmore Hotel of Dayton, Ohio, purchased i in 1954 for 

$3,300,000. Eight business men, members of these 

churches, borrowed $200,000 for the down payment; 
mortgages took care of the rest. The property was 
leased to the Hilton hotel chain. An agent corporation 
assumed liability for the Hilton payments, and also 

for any damage suits that might arise in the hotel 
management. One of the laymen in the transaction 

told me: 

“This type of business arrangement is especially 

We leased out the hotel for a 

substantially lower figure than could a company not 
exempt from federal income taxes. 

profitable for churches. 

From rentals, we 

have already paid off the amount we borrowed. Each 

church is now receiving about $2,500 annually, and 
will get more when the mortgages are liquidated. It’s 

a perpetual tax-free endowment.” 

Office buildings are sources of business income for 
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many congregations. The First Methodist Church of 
Chicago owns and worships in the Chicago Temple, a 
22-story structure in the downtown area, completed in 
1924 and valued today at about $6,000,000. The con- 
gregation pays property taxes, amounting to about 

$155,000 per year, assessed upon the offices rented 

out for commercial purposes, but pays no income taxes 

upon its receipts from office rentals, which gross about 

$250,000. Income from this business enterprise is used 

to support ministerial aid and other church welfare 

projects. 

In downtown Los Angeles, the Temple Baptist 
Church owns the entire stock of the Auditorium Com- 
pany, which owns the Auditorium Office Building and 

the Philharmonic Auditorium, valued at several million 

dollars. The company pays property taxes upon the 

offices and auditorium leased to the city’s philharmonic 

orchestra, the civic opera, and other commercial enter- 

prises, but pays no state or federal income taxes be- 

cause as a church it is exempt. 

Station WWL in New Orleans, radio and television, 

is owned and operated by the Jesuits of Loyola Uni- 
versity. It takes commercial advertising, yet the In- 
ternal Revenue Commission ruled the station tax- 

exempt as an integral part of a church. 

BREAD AND WINE 

In addition to spiritual food, numerous church or 

ganizations turn out cheese, bread, cakes, preserves, 

and packed meat. St. John’s bread is produced under 
franchises sold by a church organization in Minnesota, 

and is made by a formula brought to America by 

monks from Bavaria many years ago. Tax-free profits 
from this bread are used chiefly for education. The 

monks of St. Joseph’s Abbey in Massachusetts derive 
income from their business in high-grade jellies, dis- 

tributed through a commercial firm. 

Seventh-day Adventist churches have long special- 

ized in the production and sale of vegetarian foods. 
One of the largest such operations is the Loma Linda 
Food Company -of California, owned by the Pacific 

Union Conference of this denomination. Sales of the 

Loma Linda products total several million dollars a 
year, income-tax exempt. A large part of the profits 
goes to carry on research in nutrition. 

Fastest growing of the profit-making activities for 

churches is the “sale and_lease-back” enterprise. 

Churches have discovered that they can make up to 

20 per cent on their money by this device. It works 
this way: 

A business firm sells its physical properties to a 

religious organization, then leases them back, keeping 
the same management, personnel and production as 
before, and agreeing to pay all taxes, insurance, and 
other overhead expenses. The firm can write off the 
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Reveals Spiritual Meaning of Verses/ 
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Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Florida: ‘“‘The inscription over the 
entrance to the Graduate School Bldg. of the Florida in 
State University in Tallahassee, Florida, is 

‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Find Knowledge.’ any 

The New Chain Reference Bible is the ‘Where’ to ness, 
find the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most 
complete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. 
For the past two years I have used the New Chain years, 
Reference Bible and I have found it the best of them 
all.” Dr. V. BR. Edman: “The New Chain Reference 
Bible is a most valuable help to me in searching the 

as well as in devotional reading. Study 
Pr. Harold J. Ockenga: Cc, 

“The New Chain Reference Bible is splendid. For the Bible 
new Christian or for one who has studied the Bible 

years, the helps are time-saving and of Sr.: 
great assistance. It is truly a Bible that should be this 

home.” Dr. Duke K. McCall: “The New 

ed 
OL 
TL 

a us 
for forty 

in every 

Scriptures 
therein is most rewarding.” 

55 FEATURES... 
7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE= 

THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 
Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 

in ONE Volume 
EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 

READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 
Chain Reference 
useful helps for Bible study but also provides them 

a form which makes them accessible to the user. 
For the most usable and time-saving helps, I suggest 
that one carefully examines this Bible before buying 

other.” Dr. Paul 8S. Rees: “For sheer helpful- 
the New Chain Reference Bible is a jewel. It is 

a pleasure 
tures.”’ 

as 
Biblical study and homiletical effort, it has always 

at my right hand, For the preacher, teacher 
and student of the Bible, it is unsurpassed.’ Dr. J. 

McPheeters: “I regard the New Chain Reference 
as the best Bible published with special helps 

to guide 

been 

Bible not only provides a wealth of 

to commend it to all lovers of the Secrip- 
Dr. Edward L. R. Elson: ‘‘For twenty-five 

I have used the New Chain Reference Bible 
study and devotional Bible. As an aid to 

the student in Bible study.” Dr. Bob Jones, 
“You will do any man a great favor by putting 
Bible in his hands, I wish [I could influence 

every Christian to purchase one of these Bibles.”’ 

Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 
al; Unique chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 

ie. 

2. The Outline Studies of Bible Periods, comparing Bib- 
bea! History with Contem Secular History. 

. The Analysis of the Bible asa Whole. 

. The Analysis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible. 
. The Analysis of every Chapter of the New Testament. 
. The Analysis ofthe Verses of the entire Bible. 
. The Numerical and Chain Reference Systems. 
. Special Analysis of the Important Bible Characters. 
Contrast between the Old and New Testaments. 

0. The Topleal Treasury. New Topics for Prayer Meet- 
fogs, Men's Meetings, Women’s Meetings, Missionary Meet- 
ings, Y. poo Meetings, etc. 
il. Speotal Bible Readings for private devotions and pub- 

Kc services. New and different subjects. 
12. Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul. 
13. § | Portraits of Jesus. 
14. rt of the Messianic Stars. 
15. Chart sho cause of the Babylonian Captivity 
16. Chart of the Temple of Truth, illustrating the Ser- 

mon on the Mount. 
17. Chart of Jesus’ Hours on the Cross. 
a 8. The Christian Workers’ Outfit. Of special value to sou! 

ners, 

19. All Prominent Bible Characters Claasified, listing the 
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hebrew History, Courageous 
Reformers, ete., with meaning of their names given. 

20. Golden Chapters of the Bible. 
21. A Complete General Index of over seven thousand 

topics, names and places. 

COO -31S ore oOo 

. Chart Sats Seven Editions of Divine Law. 
; oak of the igal Son. 
. Bible Mnemonics, or how to memorize. 
. The Principles and Best Methods of Bible Study. 
. Pictorial Illustration of the River of Inspiration. 
. Bible Markings, Explaining best methods.of marking 

one's Bible. 
29. Concordance. 
30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with index for quickly locat- 

ing places. 
Other Features in Text Cyclopedia 

31. Topleal Study of the Bible. Correlated Scriptures 
printed out in full under 2467 topics and sub-topics. Three 
times as many as in any other Bible. 

32. Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables 

ou to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of 
ife, with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub- 

jects as Faith—Unbelief, Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, etc. 
33. Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devo- 

tional Life, The Surrendered Life, etc. 
34. Bible Stories for Children. A list of 56 storles to be 

read from the Bible itself. 
35. Miracles of both the Old and New Testaments listed 

in Chronological Order. 
36. Parables of the Old Testament. Parables of the New 

Testament, listing those given in One Gospel Only, those 
givenin Two, and those given in Three. 

37. Titles and Names of Christ; of the Holy Spirit; of God 
the Father; and of Satan. 

38. General Bible Prophecies. 
39. A List of the Prophets of the Bible. 
40. List of Judges of Israel and Judah given in Chronolog- 

ical Order. 
41. List of the Notable Women of the Bible. 
42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 

Scenes of Great Events. 
43. Dictionary Material. 
44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures 

Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 

45. The Historical Bridge, covering Interval between the 
Old and New Testaments. 

46. Chart showing the History of the Apostles. 
47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different 

Gospels where events are given. 
48. Calendar of the Christian Era. 
49. The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, Illus- 

trated with well-known paintings. 
5 = Chart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by 
ohn. 
51. An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary 

Work of the Early Church. 
52. The prophesies Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment, 
= hronologically, with principal verses printed out 

in fu 
53. Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem 

to Various Historical Points. 
54. Chart Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple 

at Jerusalem. 
55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 

neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Journeys of the Children 
of Israel from Egypt to Canaan. These are separate mapa, 
mind you—not several crowded together on one page. 

B.B. Kirkbride BIBLE CO..INC. 
K. OF P. BLDG. Dept. C-6510 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
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given to a church, are exempt from admissions tax. 
Does your minister, priest, or rabbi live in a manse 

owned by your church officials or congregation? In 

most states, the property is not taxed. A Church of 

Christ minister informed me that when he purchased 

“Why 

don’t you buy this car through your church? That 

his latest automobile the salesman suggested: 

would save you the state salew? tax.” The minister re- 

lated further: “I told the agent that would not be 
right, and he assured me that many preachers do it 
that way.” 

From its headquarters in Salt Lake City, Utah, the 

Mormon church operates numerous business enter- 

prises to help support its missionary and welfare activi- 

ties. These include a newspaper, radio and TV sta- 

tion, apartment houses, hotels, mercantile and banking 

In October, 1960, Mormon President 

David O. McKay announced a large building project 
tor Salt Lake City, to cost more than $40,000,000 and 

to include construction of a 28-story office building and 

establishments. 

the addition of 17 stories to the church-owned Hotel 

Utah. 

of land and 14 industrial buildings in an expanding 
More recently this church purchg ased 786 acres 

area of the city, to be held for investment and develop- 

ment purposes. Noted for its program of self-help for 
its members, the Mormon church owns and operates 

hundreds of “welfare farms.” One of the largest is in 

Florida, with 740,000 acres and 100,000 cattle. 

Some Mormons business enterprises are administered 

by Zion Securities C orporation, which pays property 

taxes on all holdings not used for religious purposes, 

and pays both state and federal corporate income 

taxes. The church pays no income taxes upon divi- 

dends it receives from its vast unrelated profit-making 
activities. 

Three churches of Bloomington, Illinois—First Chris- 
tian, First Baptist, and Second Presbyterian—own the 
Biltmore Hotel of Dayton, Ohio, purchased in 1954 for 

$3,300,000. 

churches, 

Eight business men, members of these 

borrowed $200,000 for the down payment; 
mortgages took care of the rest. The property was 
leased to the Hilton hotel chain. An agent corporation 

assumed liability for the Hilton payments, and also 
for any damage suits that might arise in the hotel 

management. One of the laymen in the transaction 
told me: 

“This type of business arrangement is especially 
profitable for churches. We leased out the hotel for a 

substantially lower figure than could a company not 

exempt from federal income taxes. From rentals, we 

have already paid off the amount we borrowed. Each 

church is now receiving about $2,500 annually, and 

will get more when the mortgages are liquidated. It’s 

a perpetual tax-free endowment.” 

Office buildings are sources of business income for 
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many congregations. The First Methodist Church of 

Chicago owns and worships in the Chicago Temple, a 
22-story structure in the downtown area, completed in 
1924 and valued today at about $6,000,000. The con- 

gregation pays property taxes, amounting to about 
$155,000 per year, assessed upon the offices rented 

out for commercial purposes, but pays no income taxes 

upon its receipts from office rentals, which gross about 
$250,000. Income from this business enterprise is used 

to support ministerial aid and other church welfare 

projects. 

In downtown Los Angeles, the Temple Baptist 

Church owns the entire stock of the Auditorium Com- 

pany, which owns the Auditorium Office Building and 

the Philharmonic Auditorium, valued at several million 
dollars. The company pays property taxes upon the 

offices and auditorium leased to the city’s philharmonic 

orchestra, the civic opera, and other commercial enter- 

prises, but pays no state or federal income taxes be- 

cause as a church it is exempt. 

Station WWL in New Orleans, radio and television, 
is owned and operated by the Jesuits of Loyola Uni- 
versity. It takes commercial advertising, yet the In- 

ternal Revenue Commission ruled the station tax- 

exempt as an integral part of a church. 

BREAD AND WINE 

In addition to spiritual food, numerous church or 

ganizations turn out cheese, bread, cakes, preserves, 
and packed meat. St. John’s bread is produced under 
franchises sold by a church organization in Minnesota, 
and is made by a formula brought to America by 
monks from Bavaria many years ago. Tax-free profits 

from this bread are used chiefly for education. The 

monks of St. Joseph’s Abbey in Massachusetts derive 
income from their business in high-grade jellies, dis- 

tributed through a commercial firm. 

Seventh-day Adventist churches have long special- 
ized in the production and sale of vegetarian foods. 
One of the largest such operations is the Loma Linda 

Food Company. of California, owned by the Pacific 

Union Conference of this denomination. Sales of the 

Loma Linda products total several million dollars a 
year, income-tax exempt. A large part of the profits 
goes to carry on research in nutrition. 

Fastest growing of the profit-making activities for 

churches is the “sale and_lease-back” enterprise. 

Churches have discovered that they can make up to 

20 per cent on their money by this device. It works 
this way: 

A business firm sells its physical properties to a 

religious organization, then leases them back, keeping 
the same management, personnel and production as 
before, and agreeing to pay all taxes, insurance, and 
other overhead expenses. The firm can write off the 
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Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Florida: ‘‘The inscription over the 
entrance to the Graduate School Bldg. of the Florida in 
State University in Tallahassee, Florida, is 

‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Find Knowledge.’ any 

The New Chain Reference Bible is the ‘Where’ to ness, 
find the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most 
complete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. tures.” 
For the past two years I have used the New Chain years, 

Bible and I have found it the best of them as 
Dr. V. R. Edman: “The New Chain Reference 

> is a most valuable help to me in searching the been 

Scriptures as 
therein is most rewarding.” Dr. Harold J. Ockenga: Cc. 
“The New Chain Reference Bible is splendid. For the Bible 
new Christian or for one who has studied the Bible 

years, the helps are time-saving and of 
great assistance. It is truly a Bible that should be this 

home.” Dr. Duke K,. McCall: “The New 
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55 FEATURES... 
7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE— 

THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 
Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 

in ONE Volume 
EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 

READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 

well as in devotional reading. Study 

Chain Reference 
useful helps for Bible study but also provides them 

a form which makes them accessible to the user. 
For the most usable and time-saving helps 
that one carefully examines this Bible before buying 

other.”” Dr. Paul S. Rees: “For sheer helpful- 
the New Chain Reference Bible is a jewel. It is 

a pleasure to commend it to all lovers of the Scrip- 

Bible not only provides a wealth of 

I suggest 

Dr. Edward L. R. Elson: “For twenty-five 
I have used the New Chain Reference Bible 
study and devotional Bible. As an aid to 

Biblical study and homiletical effort, it has always 
at my right hand. For the preacher, teacher 

and student of the Bible, it is unsurpassed.”’ Dr. J. 
McPheeters: “I regard the New Chain Reference 

as the best Bible published with special helps 
to guide the student in Bible study.” 
Sr.: “You will do any man a great favor by putting 

Bible in his hands. I wish I could influence 
every Christian to purchase one of these Bibles.” 

Dr. Bob Jones, 

Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 
ad Unique chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 

le. 

2. The Outline Studies of Bible Perlods, comparing Bib- 
Bea! History with Contem Secular History. 

3. The Analysis of the Bible as a Whole. 
4. The Analysis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible. 
5. The Analysis of every Chapter of the New Testament. 
6. The Analysis ofthe Verses of the entire Bible. 
7. The Numerical and Chain Reference Systems. 
8. 8 Analysis of the Important Bible Characters. 
9. Contrast between the Old and New Testaments. 
10. The Topical Treasury. New Toples for Prayer Meet- 

fogs, Men's Meetings, Women’s Meetings, Missionary Meet- 
ings, Y — 8 Meetings, etc. 

il. Special Bible Readings for private devotions and pub- 
lic services. New and different subjects. 

12. Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul. 
13. § | Portraits of Jesus. 
14. of the Messianic Stars. 
15. Chart sho cause of the Babylonian Captivity 
16. Chart of the Temple of Truth, illustrating the Ser- 

ton on the Mount. 
17. Chart of Jesus’ Hours on the Cross. 

oo The Christian Workers’ Outfit. Of special value to soul 
ners, 

19. All Prominent Bible Characters Classified, listing the 
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hebrew History, Courageous 
Reformers, ete. meaning of their names given. 

20. Golden Chapters of the Bible. 
21. A Complete General Index of over seven thousand 

topics, names and places. 
at Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 

ae, 

23. Chart Sh Seven Editions of Divine Law. 
24. Graph of the igal Son. 
25. Bible Mnemonics, or how to memorize. 
26. The Principles and Best Methods of Bible Study. 
27. Pictorial Illustration of the River of Inspiration. 
3 Markings, Explaining best methods.of marking 

one’s Bible. 
29. Concordance, 
30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with Index for quickly locat- 

ing places, 

Other Features in Text Cyclopedia 
31. Topleal Study of the Bible. Correlated Scriptures 

printed out in full under 2467 topics and sub-topics. Three 
times as many as in any other Bible. 

32. Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables 

r= to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of 
ife, with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub- 

jects as Faith—Unbelief, Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, etc. 
33. Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devo- 

tional Life, The Surrendered Life, etc. 
34. Bible Stories for Children. A list of 56 stories to be 

read from the Bible itself. 
35. Miracles of both the Old and New Testaments listed 

in Chronological Order. 
36. Parables of the Old Testament. Parables of the New 

Testament, listing those given in One Gospel Only, those 
givenin Two, and those given in Three. 

37. Titles and Names of Christ; of the Holy Spirit; of God 
the Father; and of Satan. 

38. General Bible Prophecies. 
39. A List of the Prophets of the Bible. 
40. List of Judges of Israel and Judah given lu Chronolog- 

ical Order. 
41. List of the Notable Women of the Bible. 
42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 

Scenes of Great Events. 
43. Dictionary Material. 
44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures 

Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 

45. The Historical Bridge, covering Interval between the 
Old and New Testaments. 

46. Chart showing the History of the Apostles. 
47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different 

Goapele where events are given. 
48. Calendar of the Christian Era. 
49. The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, Illus- 

trated with well-known paintings. 
J = Chart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by 
ohn. 
51. An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary 

Work of the Early Church. 
52. The prophesies Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment, 

hronologically, with principal verses printed out 

53. Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem 
to Various Historical Points. 

54. Chart Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple 
at Jerusalem. 

55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Journeys of the Children 
of Israel from Egypt to Canaan. These are separate maps, 
mind you—not several crowded together on one page. 
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rentals and other expenses against its profits in greater 
amounts than would be permitted through depreciation 

if it still owned the plant—thus effecting savings in in 
come taxes. The church group can almost always re 
cover the entire cost of the property, plus interest, 

in 20 years, since it is exempt from the taxes a private 

Then it 

amounts to a tax-free endowment. 

business would have to holds what pay. 

Under such an arrangement, the owners of the 
Yankee Stadium in New York sold this property to 

a ¢ hicago broker for $6,900,000. This broker sold the 

land of the stadium to the Knights of Columbus and 

leased it back at $182,000 annual rent for 24 vears. 

Then he leased the stadium and the land to the orig 

inal owners. Here was a triple play that knocked In 

ternal Revenue out of a 24-year inning! Is this legiti 
mate tax exemption for religious reasons? Or is it, as 

it seems, a tax dodge for business purpose S? 

The Southern Baptist Annuity Board in 1959 pur 

chased a property of Burlington Mills at Cheraw, South 

Carolina, tor $2,900,000, and leased back the property 

to the firm. In 20 years’ time, rentals from the mills 

will liquidate the purchase and pay interest on the 

investment. “Our board has the advantage of paying 

no corporate taxes on the rentals from the property, 

while the company has the advantage of using the 
purchase money for other purposes,” Fred W. Noe, 

treasurer ol this church agency, told me. 

A growing variation of the lease-back plan is possible 

through a federal tax provision that permits nonprofit 

institutions to take over profit-making industries for 

five years tax free. Generally the purchase is made with 

small payments spread out over many years, which 

permits the business firm to pay capital gains taxes 

on the amounts each year rather than continue paying 

the higher income taxes. Of course the institution em 

ploys the former owner to keep running the business, 

and pays him a “salary.” At the end of the five-year 

period, the tax-exempt institution sells the property to 

a church group which can own and profit trom the 

business indefinitely—tax free. 

In 1954, Methodist-related Wesleyan University in 

Illinois purchased two California hotels for $10,000, 

OOO; it paid only $200,000 cash and carried the rest 

through mortgages. Five years later the institution had 

all its cash investment back, plus tax-tree profits, and 

sold the hotels to the St. Andrew Catholic diocese of 
Chicago, which can carry them indefinitely as sources 

ol tax-exempt income. 

CONCERN BY CHURCH LEADERS 

Under existing laws such transactions are entirely 
legal. And income from church-owned businesses uni 
formly goes to support worthy causes, namely, missions, 
seminaries, colleges, community welfare, and religious 
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programs. Is this not reason enough for exemption? 

Most church leaders say no. They are concerned by 
the frequent charge that tax exemptions are poorly 
concealed forms of tax support for organized religion 
They reflect that it was the ever-increasing wealth of 
churches that led to revolutionary expropriations ol 

church property in England in the sixteenth century, 
in France in the eighteenth century, in Italy in the 
nineteenth century, and in Mexico as late as 1942. 

hey are aware that when the funds entrusted to them 
by their churches are invested in profit-making ven 

tures, they enter the field of unfair competition with 

taxpaying citizens. 

“It has been my observation that where churches 

have been supported by business enterprises there is 

the loss of the spirit of voluntary giving on the part 

of church members: this has the effect of deadening 
the spiritual life of the church,” says Dr. Billy Graham, 
noted evangelist. 

Church leaders seem agreed that the deductions 
allowed on income taxes tor contributions to churches 

and related organizations should be retained, as proper 

incentives to support religious causes, Many insist 

that in any sweeping reform of taxation policies, fair 
ness demands that all nonprofit tax-exempt groups and 

loundations should be reviewed along with religious 
groups, and none should receive preferential treatment 
“Still, our churches should take the lead in proposing 
and adopting rules that will be fair to both the churches 

and to our government,” comments C. Stanton Gallup, 

Connecticut businessman and former president of the 

\merican Baptist Convention. 

Several official rulings point the way to a fair 
solution of the tangled problem. In Nashville, Tennes 
see, two major denominations, the Southern Baptist 

Convention and The Methodist Church, have large 

publishing houses to produce their religious literature. 

In 1959 for the first time the municipality assessed all 

the properties of these two church agencies. 

Both church groups appealed to the State tax au 

thority. That 6fhicial agency ruled for the Baptists in 
striking out the taxes on the ground that their properties 

are used “either exclusively for religious purposes o1 
for purposes so close thereto as to come within the 

tax exempt status provided by Tennessee law.” The 

Baptist position was strengthened by the fact that 
taxes have always been paid upon property owned by 

its board not used for religious purposes. The tax au 
thority ruled against the Methodist Publishing House 
on the ground that a portion of its activities was secu 

lar and therefore outside its own denominational needs. 

In the Napa Valley of California, Christian Brothers 

Winery, operating as the De LaSalle Institute, in a 

modern seven-million-dollar plant, turns out more than 

a million cases a year of high-grade wines and brandies. 
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For several years the winery has contested assessments 

of federal income taxes on the ground that its organiza- 

tion is church-related. In August, 1961, a federal court 

tuled that this business enterprise was not an integral 

part of a church and therefore taxes must be paid on 

its profits. 

A Pennsylvania court ruled that tax exemption for 

church property applies only to that used for actual 

worship, plus whatever land is needed for access. New 
York courts have held that occasional suppers, bazaars, 

and entertainments to raise money for church purposes 

are not taxable, while a cafeteria under church owner- 

ship, open to the public, is taxable. 

ENDING TAX ABUSES 

These and similar rulings form a pattern for a tax 

policy that meets the approval of spokesmen for many 
churches. This is their consensus: churches should not 

be taxed by any level of government for facilities and 

services related to their religious functions, and this 

historic policy should be maintained inviolate; on the 

other hand, churches should be taxed when they en- 
gage in business enterprises for business profit. 

What is “related” and what is not? “If it is an inte- 

gral part of its church organization, essential to the 

effective pursuit of its religious programs and not a 

device for financial profit from an outside enterprise, 

it is related,” says an active layman engaged in govern- 

ment tax affairs. 

Following this rule, the use to which church-owned 

realty is devoted would determine whether it is taxed. 
Along with sanctuaries of worship, exemption from 

taxes would apply to auxiliary buildings used exclusive- 
ly for religious instruction and training, offices for 
administration of religious activities and parking lots 
for the convenience of worshipers or church workers. 

Schools and welfare facilities owned or controlled by 
churches would be exempt as both religious and non- 
profit institutions. 

All facilities not used exclusively for church purposes, 

and particularly those that produce business income, 
would bear their fair share of taxes. A church-owned 

office building would be taxed for any proportion rented 
out commercially. Property owned by churches for 
future use or speculation, whether vacant or improved, 
would go on the tax rolls; as soon as the church began 

using it for church purposes, the property would of 
course attain tax-free status. 

In the matter of income taxes, the source of the in- 
come should determine the tax liability. Some state 

and federal courts dealing with questions of taxation 
as applied to religious groups have followed the rule 
that the use to which the income is put is the proper 

test to determine tax exemption. But widespread sup- 

port has been given the policy expressed a year ago 
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by the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 
“Earnings from businesses that have no direct connec 

tion with the religious purposes of the church should 
pay income taxes, regardless of how that income is 

used; the basic criterion should be the source from 

which the income is derived, rather than the use to 

which it is put.” 

Following that rule, profits from the lease-back and 

other commercial ventures would pay corporate in 

come taxes. Profits from publishing literature used by 

the church would not be taxed; profits from outside 

contracts would be taxed. 

Numerous actions and statements by church groups 

indicate the concern felt over the widespread intru 

sion of religious organizations into profit-making busi 

nesses. The General Assembly of the United Pres 

byterian Church in the U.S.A. on June 2, 1958, re 
quested its foundation “to make no investment in 

unrelated business where such income tax exemptions 

are allowable.” The National Association of Evangeli 

cals takes the stand that profit-making by churches and 
their related organizations constitutes an unlawful sub- 

sidy forbidden by the first.amendment to the Consti 
tution. 

The trustees of many churches, bequeathed income 

properties such as apartment houses and_ business 

blocks, have requested that all taxes be continued as 

before. Churches of many faiths insist upon collecting 
and remitting sales taxes on all items from their book 
stores open to the public, paying property taxes on 

parking lots leased out for commercial use during the 

week, and accepting no subsidies by special interest 

rates on public loans for their institutions. 

Some observers contend that uniform state laws 

should provide that all tax-exempt real property should 

be listed on the tax rolls, with a notice as to its value 

and reason for exemption. D. D. Cameron of Tulsa, a 

Protestant layman and assistant county attorney, com 

ments that Oklahoma has just such a law—entirely ig 

nored by public officials, presumably for fear of offend 

ing the countless members and friends of nonprofit 
organizations. Most churchmen and tax officials agree 
that such a provision would create better understanding 
of the reasons for fair tax exemptions, as well as place 

under scrutiny some practices that take unfair advan 

tage of exemptions. 
The attitude of the vast majority of American 

churchmen was summarized by the Rev. Robert E. 

Van Deusen of Washington, D. C., prominent Luth 

eran: “While we of the churches insist upon tax exemp 

tion for our exclusively religious activities, we should 
willingly pay our share of taxes when we get into 

profitable businesses, and thus render unto Caesa1 

the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that 

are God’s.” END 
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he theological construction of Rudolph Bultmann, 

the ‘old master’ of a modern group of existentialist 

theologians within German Protestantism, has exercised 
a bewitching influence. Bultmann is the champion of 
“a new way” in theology that would pre-empt such 

absoluteness for his teaching that all other conceptions 
should be swept aside as useless. Bultmann’s theology 

stresses its capacity for a “deeper understanding” and 

a “more penetrating renewal” of the real import of the 

Reformation. Many of his followers actually believe 

that Bultmann gives the “sola fide,” the dominating 
Reformation principle of “faith alone,” the exclusive 

significance it deserves. 
Currently there are some indications that the radical 

existentialism of Bultmann is on the wane and that 

many disciples of Bultmann have decided to strike out 

on their own in a way which deviates from the course 

by the “master.” But the consequential reaction 

set off by Bultmann’s theological and philosophical con- 

struction is still as indisputable now as it was before. 

(hus the question, “Dare we follow Bultmann?” is 

certainly justified. We must subject his theses to an 
exacting examination in order to discern whether the 
tasks that Bultmann sets for theology are valid and 

justified. 

BACKGROUND FOR BULTMANN 

The disturbance engendered by Bultmann’s thought 
is healthy in that it has sparked renewed self-reflection 
in theology and the Church. What we are concerned 
with here touches the very theological foundation of 
the Church and its message; it deals with our under 
standing of the decisive, fundamental questions of 
Christian theology. 

From the standpoint of the history of ideas and in 
connection with the theological development denoted 
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Erlangen University, Germany. He began teaching in Berlin, 

but the Nazis banned him from the teaching profession 

because he criticized the race theories of Alfred Rosenberg. 
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Dare We Follow Bultmann? 
WALTER KUNNETH 
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by the movement proceeding from Schleiermacher, 

Ritschl, and Herrmann, Bultmann’s teacher, one can 

trace that tendency of Bultmann’s theology which is 

bent upon accommodating the Christian truth to mod 

ern man in a new conceptualization. In this endeavor 

three facets of Bultmann’s thinking stand out: 

I. It is impossible harmonize present-day “cos 

mology” with the so-called “mythical cosmology” of 

the Bible. The framework, concepts, and images of 

biblical thought are declared antiquated; to modern 

man they appear “incredible,” 
possible.” 

“meaningless,” and “im 

Then there is the matter of radical historical 

critical research. This approach is consciously affirmed 

by Bultmann and carried out to its logical conclusions. 
Bultmann prepared to surrender the entire New 

Testament tradition to dissolution and destruction, and 

to allow its “incineration” in the crematory of criticism 

Finally, the acceptance of the existentialist philos 
ophy of Martin Heidegger as an integral part of his 

theological construction provides Bultmann an escape 
from the difficulties and negations standing in the way 

of an effective proclamation of the Christian message. 
Reflection on “Being,” on modern man’s “self-under 

standing,” becomes the key for Bultmann in his appre 

isienahies: of the Christian truth and, in the language of 

existentialism, for making this truth cnulsintendulde to 
modern man. 

CRITICAL COUNTER-QUESTIONS 

Are these allegedly manifest premises, submitted by 
3ultmann, tenable and theologically | -gitimate? 
What is the real state of affairs in regard to Bult 

mann’s conception of “cosmology?” It is quite amazing 
to discover that Bultmann confuses the term “Weltbild” 
[cosmology] with “Weltanschauung” [world-view]. 

“Weltbild” is always in a process of transformation as a 
result of the ever-advancing scientific knowledge. 
“Weltbild” is both the object and product of rational 

knowledge. “Weltanschauung” is a matter of religious 
or philosophical interpretation. “Weltbild,” which one 

could say is a phenomenon related to the “horizontal 
plane,” can never contradict the meaning given to it 
through religion, philosophy, or faith, which are all 

[25] 25 
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related to the “vertical dimension.” All cosmologies, 
whether primitive, geocentric, or that of modern atomic 
physics, can be interpreted materialistic-atheistic, ideal- 
istic-religious, or in the Christian understanding of 
creation. Even in the Bible the mythical attachment 

of faith to space and time is broken. Bultmann thus is 

involved in a serious error in his treatment of the con- 

frontation of cosmology and faith (cf. Ps. 139; I Kings 

8:27; Jer. 23:24; Acts 27:28; Heb. 4:14; 7:26). Con- 

sequently it is plain nonsense when Bultmann em- 

phasizes that, in view of all the modern technical ad- 

vances, it is impossible for the man of today, who 

listens to the radio and uses electricity, to uphold “the 

taith which reckons with angels, demons, and miracles.” 

It is impossible to be any less critical of Bultmann’s 
fundamental historical skepticism. Even Bultmann’s 

followers have renewed the concern over knowledge 

about “the historical Jesus.” It is certainly true that 

tie New Testament witness does not present an his- 

torical report; but as confession to Jesus Christ it always 

contains historical statements at the same time and 

without any doubt also possesses “historic” source value. 

Finally, one must also ask the critical question: Is the 

language of existential philosophy adequate to express 

the message of biblical revelation? True as it is that 
the task of translating represents a theoretical obliga- 
tion, nevertheless the modern way of interpretation 

dare not becloud and distort the biblical message. The 
danger with Bultmann is that his philosophical position 
leads him not to a modern interpretation of the theo- 

logical substance but rather to a reconstruction or even 

destruction of it. 

WHAT DOES BULTMANN TEACH? 

In accordance with his existentialist maxim Bultmann 
develops the following new interpretations of the Chris- 
tian tradition. Since the material of the primitive 
Christian tradition assertedly bears the stamp of “the 
contemporary mythology of Jewish Apocalyptic,” as 
well as the mark of “the redemption myths of Gnos- 
ticism,” in seeking to uncover the real Christian self- 
understanding, everything hinges upon “Demytholo- 
gization.” Through this existentialist “purification- 
process,” all the miracle accounts, the “Son of Man” 
words and exalted titles of Jesus, the concept of pre- 

existence, just like “the doctrine of the vicarious satis- 
faction through the death of Christ,” and the utter- 
ances over “the high priestly office” of the exalted 
Christ are to be discarded. For Bultmann only the 
“Existentialist Interpretation” of the mythological lan- 
guage of the New Testament, which sets forth the 
genuine existential connection and thus mediates a 
new understanding of Being, is decisive. This goal is 
entirely independent of historical factuality; for, ac- 

cording to Bultmann, one must make a sharp distinc- 

26 [ 26] 

October 13, 1961 

tion between “historical facts” and “historic encounter.” 
The Christian kerygma of God’s salvation in Jesus 
Christ, however, has for him nothing to do with facts 

which may have happened between a.p. 1 and 30, 
but with the “kerygmatic Christ” who, in “the Word,” 
calls men “here and now” to the decision of faith. 

“Revelation is an event which places me in a new 

situation” so that I can attain salvation, that is, achieve 

the real purpose of my existence. Only in the word 
of actual proclamation is Christ manifest. Thus this 

kerygma “for me” itself represents the event of salva- 
tion which justifies me the sinner and leads me from 

death to life. Faith is not to be understood as faith in 

the personal Saviour but means “emancipation from 

the past,” “to be open for the future.” 

Here again serious critical questions must be directed 

to Bultmann. Does not the rejection of every form of 
ontological thinking lead to a hopeless subjectivism? 
Isn’t the existentialist thought-scheme far too narrow to 
present the fullness of saving revelation in an adequate 

manner? The existentialism of Bultmann is nothing 

more than a modern variation of that anthropocentrism 

which, beginning with the Enlightenment, has con- 

tinued to plague theology, and according to which the 
standard of validity is seen in existential significance. 

The position of Bultmann becomes even more dubi 

ous and questionable when attention is focused upon 

the disorder, evident in his use of concepts, and caused 
by his new terminology. It is certain that through his 
contemporaneous, coeval interpretation of history, with 

utter disregard for historical factuality of the past, 

Bultmann basically misses the central concern of the 

Christian kerygma, which specifically proclaims a re- 
vealing action of God that is bound to history. Thereby 
the uniqueness of the biblical witness is reduced to the 

level of the usual and robbed of its historic basis and 

specific meaning. This is a repetition of that well- 

known process of classical idealism represented by 

Kant, Hegel, and Fichte whereby, indeed, Christian 
words are used, but through which an entirely different 
content is offered. Thus Bultmann’s existentialist theol- 

ogy means the opposite of biblical clarity and only 

serves to add to “the confusion of spirits” in these 
troubled times. 

WHY MUST WE OPPOSE BULTMANN? 

In effect, the new direction in theology taken by Bult 
mann amounts to a total conceptual metamorphosis. 
This process of transforming or modifying the central 
concepts of Christianity carries with it some disastrous 
features. The following examples are cited in con 
firmation of this contention: 

Bultmann’s theology is a “Kerygma-theology” where 
by kerygma, the actual address of the message of 
Christ, is understood as the formal event of the call 
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to the decision of faith. Only in this moment of procla- 

mation is Christ real; only in this moment does salva- 

tion occur. According to the New Testament, how- 

evel kerygma 1S primarily and essentially the report 

of a completed event of salvation; it is the report of the 

perfected whole ol the revelation ol Christ which, 

indeed, happened “for the world” but which also hap- 

pened “objectively,” and that means beyond the boun- 

daries of human relationships. 

For Bultmann there is no Incarnation. The eternal 

‘Logos,” “Word,” did not take human flesh, for the 

pre-existent Son” becomes a mythological concept. lt 

is impossible to make any statements about the “his 

torical Jesus” of Nazareth. Doubt about his existence 

is indeed “unfounded,” “but not of essential impor- 

tance Over his lite it is impossible to make any 

biographical assertions or to give any chronological 

data [hus the person ol the historical Jesus shrivels 

up to an imaginary point, to an X, for only the formal 

that” of his coming is important. 

In the same way, under Bultmann’s interpretation, 

the fundamental importance ol the cross of Jesus evap 

orates to the position ol bei a mere sign for the tact Is 
that it is worthwhile to bear one’s own suffering will 

ingly. The message of a vicarious, sacrificial death is 

i myth 

(he Resurrection, the fundamental event of salva 

tion, Is reduced by Bultmann to the mere know ledge 

of the “meaning of the cross.” The Easter reports are 

dismissed as legends and, so far as taith is concerned, 

the appearances ol the Resurrected are dispensable and 

une ssential Here also the only norm ts the existen 

tialist understanding of “man’s rising with |Christ]| as 
a present event.” With these theses the very heart is 

extracted from the original Christian kerygma 

Consistently with this distorted method of int rpre 

tation, it is inevitable that Christian eschatology must 

ilso be demolished. Bultmann stresses: “Awaiting the 

COmIInY ol the Son ol Man is over,” for, ais he sees it, 

the expectation ol the parousia of the Early Church 

has been shown to be an error. But also the Christian 

hope in a “unique transportation into a heavenly world 

of Light’ is for Bultmann rationally inconceivable” and 
‘insignificant.” The concept of the “final day of judg 

ment is merely a mythological way ol speaking. 

ln summary, we must conclude that for Bultmann 

the name “Jesus Christ” represents not a personal liv- 
ing reality of God's saving revelation in the sphere of 

history but merely a concept, an ideogram, a symbol 

or a principle for the event of contemporary preaching. 

For this purpose, however, no importance is attached 

to the message of the event of salvation that the his 
torical Jesus of Nazareth was crucified and died for the 

world and was raised by God and exalted to Lord, 

since this content merely reflects the language of 
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mythology. Nothing but the formal existentialist claim 
of the kerygma understood in this way possesses theo- 
logical validity. 

“Dare we follow Bultmann?” This question is clearly 
answered with the observations of our investigation. 

[he norm for the theologically tenable and necessary 
“Yes” or “No” to Bultmann’s theology is posited in the 

original Christian witness itself. Measured by this the 
following insights become evident: 

All the theologically-decisive results of Bultmann’s 
construction stand in irreconcilable contradiction to 

the central message of the New Testament and to all 

ecumenical confessions of the Christian Church. Bult 

mann’s theological proposal is, in the real sense of the 

word, no theology at all, but it is rather a philosophical 

wisdom in Christian garb. In existentialist categories, 
“revelation” of God becomes a synonymous concept for 
the attainment of a new self-understanding; but in no 

way does it mean the reality of an actual intervention 

of God in the historical world of space and time, The 

reality of God's revelation did not take place in Jesus 
Christ. The “new” is not the fact of world redemption 

completed in the cross and resurrection of Jesus. It is 
only existence becoming open for God. Since Christ 

is not the living Lord, and represents nothing more 

than a symbol for the kerygma, it is also impossible for 
faith to represent a personal bond of trust in Jesus 
Christ. Thus faith is merely to be identified with the 

actualization of the new understanding of existence. 
Cheretore it appears somewhat absurd to describe Bult 

mann as an executor ol the last will and testament ol 

the Lutheran Reformation on the basis of his philo 

sophical elocution. 

Bultmann’s endeavor to accommodate the Christian 

message to the problems and needs of modern man is 
doomed to failure because he is able to offer nothing 

more than anthropological solutions without any real 
knowledge of revelation. Bultmann’s theology is a 

pseudo-theology for it lacks the only enduring and all 

sufficient foundation, Jesus Christ, who is none other 

than the historic man and at the same time the resus 

rected and transcendent Lord. With Bultmann’s keryg 
ma, robber of its substance, it is impossible to preach, 

to comfort, or to carry on the work of missions. The 

same very serious question which in sharpest intoler 

ance Paul directed to the congregation in Galatia must 
also be asked here: Is it a matter of another gospel? 

(Gal. 1:6). 

The pretentious way to which Bultmann directs us 
shows itself to be a wrong way of dangerous heresy. In 
solid opposition to the way Bultmann would have us 
go stands the entirely other, genuine, apostolic keryg- 

ma: “that... which we have seen with our eyes, which 

we have looked upon, and our hands have handled , . . 

that declare we unto you” (I John 1:1, 3). END 
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A LAYMAN and huis Faith 
SEVEN DEVILS 

“These six things doth the Lord hate 

yea, seven are an abomination to him.’ 

In our relationship with others we go 

out of our way to do the things our loved 

ones like and avoid the things which 

offend them 

How much more sensitive should we 

be when we are specifically told there 

are certain things which God “hates.” 

Furthermore, we should understand 

that God hates, not as men hate, but 

that his is a holy hatred, a reaction to 

and recoiling against those things which 

ire evil. 

We all know that God loves sinners 

while at the same time he hates their 

sins. It was this hatred of sin, in its 

performance and its results, that caused 

him to send his Son to redeem men. 

Christians, of all people, should ex 

emplify the transforming power of Christ 

and the new life to be found in him. 

Chat we live on the right side of justifi 

cation is not enough, for he has sent 

the Holy Spirit to continue his work of 

transformation. This work of sanctifica 

tion, never perfected in any of us, should 

have its roots in those things which are 

pleasing to God and its guard up against 

the things which displease him. 

© What then are the seven things which 
God What are 

devils against which all of us must do 

battle? 

“A proud look,” or “haughty eyes.” 

“hates”? these seven 

How many are the Christians whose 

usefulness in the work of God's kingdom 
has foundered on pride. That God re 

sists the proud is an ominous fact. That 

he hates pride should make every one 

of us go to our knees, asking that we 

iota ot selt may be divested of every 

esteem and conceit. 

We have 

nothing that we have not received at 

And how foolish is pride! 

God's hand and our only hope is in him 

Pride then becomes an interposing of 
ourselves between us and God. In a 

sense it is idolatry in its worst form and 

it is human folly at its peak 

“A lying tongue.” 

God is truth. Satan is a liar and the 

father of lies. The lying tongue is a 
trademark of unregenerate heart and an 
offense so serious that the Bible repeat 

edly warns against its consequences, 

Some jokingly refer to “white lies,” 

but there is no evidence that God regards 

the perversion of the truth for anything 

other than what it is 

Him 

“Hands that shed innocent blood 

We live in a 

rampant and when acts of violence pro 

an offense against 

time when violence is 

vide much to be seen on T\ programs 

after the supper hour 

But the 

fellow Christian 

shed by 

blood of 

bee nh 

innocent many a 

has heuratively 

the critical another 

Some 

build up their own positions by tearing 

tongue of 

Christian. determined to seem 

down the good reputations ot others 

The lying tongue can shed innocent 
blood where no knife is used nor shot 

fired. 

Undoubtedly the writer of this portion 

of the Proverbs was speaking against 

murderers, but we who are Christians 

should also regard it in the sensc that 

we can slay the reputations of the right 

eous by an evil and slanderous tongue 

“A heart that deviseth 

nations.” 

wie ked madi 

Not long ago the writer went into 

one of the nation’s most famous news 

stands to buy a book. In the few weeks 

interval since he had visited that par 

ticular store, it had been open! con 

hooks 

and magazines, now displayed at the 
the 

verted into a purveyor of lewd 

front of store and shamelessly ce 

signed to attract and ensnare any and all 

No one enjoys a good detective story 

more than the writer. No one has greater 

enjoyment for an occasional good novel 

than he does 

But the books and magazines which 

are now flooding our newsstands and 

book stores are the products of diseased 

minds, minds so obsessed by evil and the 

exploitation of evil for personal profit 

that the 

flouting of all that is decent and clean 
world has never known such 

That God hates such wicked imagina 

tions is a fact. That he will visit judg 

ment on those who produce such filth 

and those who feed on it is a feartul 

thing. 

The writer to the Hebrews affirms 

“It is a fearful thing to fall into th 

hands of the living God,” and. a little 

later in the book he says: “For our God 

is a consuming fire.” 

If there were not a hell, God would 

have to make one for those who wilfully 

engage in traffic with the souls of men! 
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“Feet that be swift in running to mis 

chief.” 

“Mischief” is any evil work; anythine 

and which is contrary to the law, will 

purpose of a holy God. How easy it is 

to walk the ways of the world—which 

ire the ways ot cle ith! How easy it Is 

How 
otten we partake ot other mens sins by 

to tollow the crowd to do evil! 

joining them in something Wwe know in 

our hearts to be wrong! 

Evil That 

we have security in the whole armour of 

G rd should be suthe ient 

venture 

besets us on every hand 

That we ad 

that 

ot th vreal tragedies ot life 

| false witness that speaketh lies.’ 

Perjury is an offense 

out without armour is one 

against the laws 

of the land but unknown and unrecorded 

except at the courts of he aven are those 

times when we have borne false witness 

against our neighbor—ves, our own fa 

miliar friend! 

Gossip can be the bearing of false 

witness. Backbiting is a form of false 

witness. Criticism is often little less 

than a lie couched in terms of outraged 

pi musSNness 

Many 

tered just such injury 

has suf 

the 

is the Christian who 

lyin trom 

tongue of a self-righteous gossip 

“He that discord 

brethren.’ 

sou eth among 

It is natural that there should be dis 

cord in the unregenerate world, for thes 

ire men vying for advantage and recog 

nition. Attacks on others is as natural 

is the snarling and fighting of dogs in a 

pac k 

But what is really distressing is that 

discord sowing brethren is not amone 

unknown in Christian circles, in fact it 

is a sin so common that many of us en 

sage in it without any regard for its 

sinfulness or its consequences 

need ot 

Who is 

not guilty of things which God hates 

\s Christians we stand in 

a searching of our own souls 

Who can say he has had no part in the 

things which God hates—which are an 

ibomination to him? 

This being true, how vreat 1S OUI 

need! Too many of us take a very super 

ficial attitude towards Christ's redemp 

tive work. For too many of us the blood 

of Calvary has little meaning. 

But it was because of the wickedness 

of our hearts and lives that Christ died 

Our sole hope is in his cleansing powet 

[hese seven “devils” which so often 

manifest themselves in our lives need 

to be driven out by the One who alone 

Our 

is effective and 

can save. need is great but God's 

all-sufficient. 

L. Nerson Bexs 

remedy 
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The Person of Christ: Incarnation and Virgin Birth 

lt there is, among the distinctive arti- 

cles of the Christian faith, one which is 

basic to all the others, it is this: that our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of 
God, became man for our salvation. This 

is the affirmation that we have in mind 

when we speak of the doctrine of the 

Incarnation. 

While “incarnation” (a term of Latin 

origin, meaning “becoming-in-flesh”) is 
not itself a biblical word, it conveys a 

biblical truth—the truth which finds clas- 

sic expression in John 1:14, “the Word 
became flesh.” 

The incarnation of Christ implies his 

deity and humanity alike. To assert that 

any of us “became flesh” or “came in 

the flesh” would be a truism; it is no 

mere truism that John voices when he 
insists that “Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh” and makes this confession the 

crucial test of truth (I John 4:2). He 
means rather that one who had His being 
eternally within the unity of the God- 

head became man at a point in time, 

without relinquishing His oneness with 
God. And by the word “flesh” he does 

not mean a physical body only, but a 

complete human personality. 

Nor is John the only New Testament 

writer so to speak. Paul speaks of God 

as “sending his own Son in the likeness 

of sinful flesh” (Rom. 8:3)—where “like- 

ness” does not suggest that his manhood 
was less than real, but that his human 

nature was like our sinful nature except 

that his nature was unstained by sin. 

\gain, in the early Christian confession 

reproduced in I Timothy 3:16, the “mys- 

tery of our religion” (that is, Christ him- 

self, the “mystery of God,” as he is 

called in Col. 2:2) is said to have been 

“manifested in the flesh.” The writer to 

the 

when he says of the Son of God, through 
the (Heb. 

that since those whom He came 

sharers in flesh and 

also himself in like manner 

the Hebrews bears same witness 

whom worlds were made 

1:2), 
to deliver “are 

blood, he 

partook of the same”—in order that he 

might accomplish his saving purpose 
through death, which he could not other- 
wise have undergone (Heb. 2:14 ff.). 

The doctrine of our Lord’s incarnation, 

then, is broadly based throughout the 

New Testament. When John, Paul, and 
the writer to the Hebrews present such 
agreement as this, it is usually safe to 
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trace their agreement back to a germinal 
principle in the life and teaching of 
Christ. 

@ The Fact of That 

Jesus of Nazareth was a real man none 

of his companions doubted. But some- 

times it came home to them with special 

force that there was something extra- 
ordinary about him: “Who then is this?” 

they asked when he stilled the tempest 

with a word (Mark 4:41). Even when 

they came to acclaim him as the Messiah, 

they did not immediately appreciate all 
that was involved in Messiahship as he 

accepted and fulfilled it. Fuller appre- 

hension followed his death and exalta- 

tion, however, and nothing is more elo- 
quent in this regard than the spon- 
taneous and unself-conscious way in 

which New Testament writers take Old 

Testament passages which refer to the 
God of Israel and apply them to Jesus, 
whom they all knew to be a real man. 

In Jesus, they claimed, God had drawn 
near to man for his redemption; in Him, 

indeed, God had become man. “The 

Word became flesh”; in the man Christ 

Jesus they recognized the crowning rev- 
elation of God. 

the Incarnation. 

These simple afhrmations, however, 

called for more precise definition. The 

relation of Christ as Son to God the 

Father raised questions to which con- 

flicting answers were given; so did the 
relation of Christ’s divine Sonship to 

his manhood. Some answers offered to 

these questions might seem adequate at 

first blush, but they were quickly seen 

to create more difficulties than they 

claimed to solve, if indeed they did-not 

positively undermine the Christian faith. 

There was the problem of vocabulary, 

too. Greek and Latin terms had to be 

used in new and specialized senses to fit 

a set of data with which these languages 
had not been called upon to deal before. 

And one thinker might use a term in a 
completely adequate sense while another 

would use it in a sense which did much 

less than justice to the data of biblical 
revelation and Christian experience. 

In the first three or four centuries the 

major obstacle in the way of doing full 

justice to these data was the dualistic 
presupposition of much contemporary 

Gentile thought. This dualism involved 
a complete antinomy between spirit and 

matter, spirit being essentially good and 
matter essentially evil. This meant that 

any direct contact between the spirit 
world and the material world was impos- 

sible. In consequence, people whose 

thinking was based on this kind of dual- 
ism could not accept in its proper sense 

the biblical doctrine of the incarnation 
of the Son of God, nor yet the biblical 

account of his death and resurrection. 

They had to present alternative interpre 

tations of One of these 

interpretations, which began to emerge 
as early as the apostolic age (for New 
Testament writers are at pains to refute 

it), was Docetism, which considered our 

Lord's humanity to be only apparent and 

these events. 

not real. A later interpretation was Arian- 

ism, which thought of him as neithe: 

fully God nor fully man, but as a being 

of intermediate status. It is a matter of 

more than historical interest that such 

knowledge of Christianity as Muhammad 

had was derived from one of these defec 

tive interpretations. This accounts for 

those the Koran which 

deny that he was the Son of God and 

also that he was really crucified. 

statements in 

It was only slowly and painstakingly 

that the early Church achieved a state- 

ment of our Lord’s incarnation which has 

commended itself ever since as satisfy- 

ing all the data. Before this happened, we 

can watch the tripartite baptismal confes 

sions of the first three Christian cen 

turies (tripartite because they affirmed 

faith in the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit) having their central sec- 
tion—that which afhrmed faith in the 
Son—expanded so as to make a fuller 

statement of the doctrine of Christ. The 

familiar Apostles’ and Nicene creeds 

provide sufficient examples of this. But 

the statement which the historic Church 

has adopted as definitive is that ap- 

proved by the Council of Chalcedon in 

a.v. 451. This statement acknowledges 
“one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, at once complete in Godhead and 

complete in manhood, truly God and 

truly man, consisting also of a reasonable 
soul and body; of one substance with the 
Father as regards his Godhead, and at 
the same time of one substance with us 

as regards his manhood; like us in all 
respects, apart from sin; as regards his 

Godhead, begotten of the Father before 
the ages, but yet as regards his manhood 
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begotten, for us men and for our salva- 
tion, of Mary the Virgin. . . .” 

The wording of this Chalcedonian 
definition may seem remote from the 
modes of expression with which we are 

familiar today. Yet, according to so able 
a theologian as B. B. Warfield, it has 
well deserved to remain the authorita- 

tive statement of the Church’s Christol- 

ogy (although it does not mitigate the 

difficulty of the conception to which it 
gives expression ) because it “does justice 
at once to the data of Scripture, to the 

implicates of an Incarnation, to the needs 

of Redemption, to the demands of the 
religious emotions, and to the logic of 
a tenable doctrine of our Lord’s Person” 
(The Person and Work of Christ, p. 
189). 

We have in our day a vocabulary for 

expressing the various concepts and prob- 
lems associated with personality which 
was not available in the fifth century. It 
would be an exciting and rewarding task 
to use this vocabulary to restate the doc- 
trine of the Incarnation in a form which 
would correct defective views held today 
as defective views of an earlier age were 
corrected at Chalcedon. But such a re- 
statement ought to pass the same strin- 
gent tests as Warfield applied to the 
Chalcedonian statement. 

€ The Means of the Incarnation. The 
Church’s confession, as we trace it back 

to primitive times, sets alongside the 
fact of our Lord’s incarnation the claim 
that he became incarnate through being 
conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary. 
There are those, indeed, who acknowl- 

edge our Lord’s incarnation without be- 
lieving in his virgin birth, just as others 
(Muslims, for example) believe in his 

virgin birth but not in his incarnation. 
But it is undeniable that his incarnation 
and virgin birth are intimately bound 
together in the historic faith of the 
Church. Nor is this surprising. The In- 
carnation was a supernatural event—an 
unprecedented and unrepeated act of 
God. The more we appreciate the unique- 

ness of the Incarnation, the more may we 

recognize how fitting—indeed, how in- 

evitable—it is that the means by which 
it was brought about should also be 
unique. Our Lord’s virginal conception 

must certainly be understood as a pure 

miracle; attempts to explain it by analo- 

gies drawn from parthenogenesis in lower 
forms of life are worse than useless. 

Only two New Testament writers, 
Matthew and Luke, record the virgin 
birth of Christ; but they are the only 
two who record his birth at all. Their 

birth narratives are independent of each 

other; all the more impressive, therefore, 

are the features on which they agree: not 
only that Christ was born in Bethlehem, 

the son of Mary, who was afhanced to 

Joseph, a descendant of David; but more 
particularly that Mary conceived him by 
the Spirit of God while she was still a 

virgin. One of these two birth narratives, 
moreover (Luke’s), has claims to be re- 

garded as one of the most archaic ele- 

ments in the New Testament. 

These two narratives do not exhaust 

the evidence for the Virgin Birth, al- 
though they command the special re- 
spect due to their canonical status. Igna- 
tius (c. a.p. 115) also bears testimony 
to the Virgin Birth, which to some extent 

reflects a distinct tradition—preserved 

probably in the church of Antioch. 

Whether other New Testament writ- 

ers knew anything about the Virgin 
Birth or not, they say nothing to contra- 
dict it. Indeed, in one or two places 

some of them seem to betray some ac- 
quaintance with it. However, these are 

not definite enough to have evidential 
value. 

The argument that, if the chief char- 
acters in the birth narratives had known 

about the Virgin Birth, they would not 
have acted or spoken as they did on cer- 

tain later occasions, makes insufficient 
allowance for the changing moods of 
human beings; besides, how can we make 
confident generalizations about the psy- 
chological effects of a unique event? The 
argument that our Lord would not have 
been perfectly man had be been virgin- 
born is hypothetical and undemonstrable; 
that he was indeed perfectly man is cer- 

tain in any case. 
The fact that he was publicly known 

as “Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” 
(John 1:45) is irrelevant to the ques- 

tion of his virgin birth. There are other 

expressions in the Gospels which have 

been supposed to be inconsistent with it, 
but these are commoner in the two 

Gospels which exclude any misunder- 
standing by recording his virgin birth at 
the outset. Thus Luke, towards the end 

of his infancy narrative, refers to Jesus’ 
“father and mother” or his “parents” 

(Luke 2:33, 41), and reports his mother 

as saying to Him, “thy father and I 
have sought thee sorrowing” (v. 48). But 

the earlier part of his narrative shows 

how these expressions are to be under- 

stood. Later he reports the people of 
Nazareth as saying, “Is not this the car- 
penter’s son? Is not his mother called 
Mary?” (Matt. 13:55). Whether these 

Nazarenes knew anything of the circum- 
stances of his birth is doubtful; but the 
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reader of Matthew and Luke is already 
acquainted with the real circumstances 

and is not misled by their question. 

Mark, on the other hand, who has no 

nativity narrative, reports them as say 

ing: “Is not this the carpenter, the son 

of Mary?” (Mark 6:3). 

The conception and birth of Christ 

could not and cannot be susceptible to 

the laws of evidence in the same way as 

his resurrection, for which eyewitnesses 

were not lacking. But God did a new 

thing in the earth when his Son became 
incarnate, and the virginal conception 

was part and parcel of that new thing. 
In this way, for once, the entail of sin 
was broken within the human family. 

No one will suspect Dr. W. R. Matthews 

of obscurantism, but there is substance 

in his statement that, “though we may 

still believe in the Incarnation without 
the Virgin Birth, it will not be precisely 
the same kind of Incarnation, and the 

conception of God’s act of redemption in 

Christ will be subtly but definitely 
changed” (Essays in Construction, pp. 

128 f.). 

{ Riches for Poverty. In the light of the 
further revelation of the New Testa- 

ment, this Old Testament affirmation ac- 

quires a deeper significance. It is because 
God made man in His own image that 

He could accurately reveal Himself in a 
human life. So when, in the fullness of 

time, “God sent forth his Son, born of a 

woman,” it was in the form of man that 

he sent him—the form which he had 
from the beginning intended man to 

have. Thus the Son of God became par- 

taker of our nature so that we in Him 

might become “partakers of the divine 
nature” (II Pet. 1:4). 

He deigns in flesh to appear, 
Widest extremes to join, 

To bring our vileness near, 

And make us all divine; 

And we the life of God shall know, 
Since God is manifest below. 

CC. Wesley) 
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STEP UP THE EVANGELICAL THRUST! 
ls evangelical momentum visibly evident today? Some 

sav ves: some sav no. Cynics would have us believe 

that the evangelical movement has reached a perma- 
nent plateau, that its promising thrust of a decade 

ago now hangs limp among other ideologies and philos- 

ophies. But Curistianrry Topay demands new spec 

tacles of evaluation ‘to behold this present period as a 

strategic time for consolidation and regrouping. Instead 

of too much evangelical psychoanalysis, let’s take heart 

and carry forward the work already in process. 

Momentum involves far more than motion or activ- 

ity. Colloquially stated, the word means punch or wal 

lop. To examine evangelical momentum, then, is to 

investigate its impact on other forces of thought and 

action. 

How indeed shall we gauge the power of evangelical 

Christianity? Can its dynamic be charged and recharged 
to some particular standard? Can its vigor be sate 
guarded and insured against deterioration? 

What complicates making an appraisal is that both 

those who take heart and those who are troubled over 

the evangelical movement cite similar themes to de- 

fend their differing convictions. One prominent topic, 

for example, is evangelism. Not since the early nine- 

teenth century, we are told, has such concerted cam- 

paigning—especially by the Graham crusades—reached 
so many people in so many places with so much spirit- 

ual dynamic. But, counter others, no thoroughgoing 

national revival, like that in the time of Edwards, or 

Whitefield, or Moody, has turned America (nor other 

countries) upside down for God in our day. While 

pockets and sectors of communities and religious com- 

munions have indeed felt renewal, major cities and 

vast areas of society remain overwhelmingly pagan and 

secular. Something seems lacking, therefore, in the 
momentum of evangelical evangelism. 

In education, the Christian day school movement 

shows continued growth and improved orientation to 

a Christian perspective in both teaching and learning. 
An increased number of Bible institutes, soaring en- 

rollments in Christian colleges, together with grow- 

ing attention to standards of accreditation that seek 

improvement in all facets of school life, call for en- 

thusiasm. On the other hand, say the wary, are these 

institutions consciously grappling to define and clearly 

communicate an integrated Christian philosophy of 
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education that tellingly speaks to our day? Are ques 
tions in science, anthropology, sociology, psychology 

in fact, in all areas heavily exposed to evolutionary and 

naturalistic thought, as well as problems in_ biblical 

studies—being squarely confronted? Or does such aca 
demic concern seem too troublesome? Is it secondary 

to the observance of prescribed beliefs, practices, and 

regulations? Are Christian students forced to interract 
with the secular world of hard thought and hard work 
with a sense of personal responsibility for glorifying 
God? Or are they satisfied to strait-jacket the claims of 

Christ within the isolated and insulated compartments 

of the private devotional life and of the customary reli 

gious organizations and projects of the evangelical com 

munity? 

Beyond training and education stands the world of 
creative output. Religious journalism echoes with an 

explosion—and a booming writers’ market—in all kinds 
of denominational and nondenominational family-type 

and Christian education materials. With a nose for 

sound economics, many secular publishers have now 

joined the production line with religious books. The 

audio-visual categories are bulging with religious ven 
tures, too. Does not evangelical participation in these 

trends supply another evidence of sturdy momentum? 

Not necessarily, say the critics. They readily agree 

that the who-to, when to, where to, and how to mat 

rials have their necessary place. But where are the all 

encompassing and basic why materials that teach the 
laity and remind the clergy that being is foundational 
to doing, that Christian theism must conceive, nurture, 
and control methodology, if the flood of pragmatic 

techniques is not to lap erodingly at our Christian enter 

prises? As to books, Solomon long ago sighed over their 

abundance. In today’s conflict for cultural meaning 

and supremacy, where is the evangelical punch and 

wallop of academically respectable and noteworthy 

books for the classroom and for research? Is the only 

alternative to spoon-feeding in our Christian schools 
—a charge often leveled at evangelicals—an inundation 

with agnosticism-breeding materials without the sta 
bilizing norm of an adequate Christian apologetic? I! 
the necessary evangelical books are not presently at 

hand, are students being challenged to train and to 

mature for meeting this lack? Obviously literary or 

other intellectual monuments are not created to quick 

step tempo, nor in the down-cushioned ease of an extra 

curricular spirit. Eternity is at stake; the evangelical 
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movement packs a wallop that divides heaven and 
hell. Where is its flexed iron muscle of scholarship and 
creativity? 

Another measure of vitality is vocational attitude. 
We hail the growing emphasis that every believer is 
called to full-time Christian service and that evangeli- 

cals must penetrate a multitude of vocations as unto 

the Lord. Whatever and wherever the vocation, pro- 

fession, or responsibility, it is to be hallowed as a full- 

time ministry as God’s entrustment and ordination. 

No matter how menial or momentous, the daily task 

bears the dignifying but withal humbling conviction of 
God's superintendency. 

Has the increased sense of this general kind of God 
appointment, however, muffled His call into protes 

sional ministries? Why are seminary enrollments 

dwindling? Why are churches without pastors? Mis 
sionary quotas lagging? Are Christians born and bred 

amid materialistic pressures, less willing to “count 

the cost” socially and economically as well as spiritual: 

lyy Has American comfort and ease become the es- 
cape hatch from “laying down one’s life” in the ardu- 

ous journey of self-denying discipleship? Does identi 

fying oneself with our society to live the Christian 
life somehow muffle the call to transform society by 

preaching the Christian Gospel? 

In the 1950s the evangelical movement registered 
gains that reached around the world. Fuller Seminary, 
a bold experiment in interdenominational ecumenism 
(more than 30 denominations were represented in its 

student body) graduated classes with a striking inter 
est in foreign missions and graduate study. Billy Gra- 
ham’s crusades, moving from America to England and 
Europe, began a circuit that girdled the globe. Bob 
Pierce’s interest in the Asian orphans and in evangel- 
ism along the Communist frontier led to large pastors’ 
conferences on the other side of the world. The mis- 
sionary program of individual churches like Park 
Street, Boston, and People’s Church, Toronto, grew 
as large as that of some entire denominations. Curis 
TiaNITy Topay raised up a fortnightly voice for con 
servative theology and demonstrated the existence of 
an international, interdenominational scholarship ded- 

icated to evangelical perspectives. The surge of evan- 
gelical literature improved in quality; some conserva- 
tive theological works attained a gratifying readership; 
and New York publishing houses began their bid for 
the Grand Rapids religious market. National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals reached its peak, sparking a 
revival of the Sunday school movement as one of its 
major achievements. The spirit of evangelical mis- 
sions hushed the world in the face of the Auca martyr- 
doms, and the seeming tragedy was redressed when 
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the missionary widows related the conversion of the 

savage killers. Wycliffe translators shared the frontier 
spirit; with big nations like China behind the Com 
munist curtain, new emphasis fell on the task 

reaching the world’s neglected tribes. 

As the evangelical movement entered the new dec 
ade of the ’60s it showed signs of waning momentum. 
[he surging advances of the 50s were simply being 
duplicated and repeated rather than extended; in some 

respects momentum was actually lost and dynamic 

dissipated. Abundant “sound and fury” continued about 

the need for world evangelism as the Church’s su- 
preme task, about the need for Protestant orthodoxy 

to penetrate dynamically all the areas of life, about 

the need for bringing all realms of learning and cul- 
ture captive to Christ. But a “breakthrough” commen 
surate with these expressed hopes is neither evident 

nor assured. Token gains there have been already, 

and for these we thank God. In Manchester Graham’s 

meetings had a larger hearing from the working class. 
World Vision reached for the heart of Japan with 
the Tokyo crusade. In the Philippines—with the 

special significance that the Filipinos are bi-lingual 
Asians welcome in the Orient—comes the hint of a 

possible spiritual harvest in this decade similar to that 

in Formosa in the past. Gospel broadcasts have ex: 

tended their penetration of lands barricaded by the 

Soviets. In some denominations, like the Southern 

Presbyterian, a stalwart company of middle-aged min- 

isters are preaching the Gospel with new power. These 

impacts for God are indeed encouraging. 
But on the world scene almost every human sign 

points to narrowing trontiers for the Gospel witness 

Against the 

giant pseudo-Christs of the day—scientism, commu. 

and speaks of evangelical containment. 

nism, and even political democracy in its secular ex 

pressions—evangelicals as yet register little direct in 

fluence. While the Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
plans to double its 5,000 enrollment in the next five 

years, evangelicals spend their time debating the pro- 
priety of some fundamentalist campus code of negations 
instead of plotting the philosophy and academic spirit 
of a needed Christian University. Will the Christian 

University proposal die in the '60s—the last decade 

in which free enterprise may have the necessary re- 

sources therefor? In the area of social action there 

has been growing indignation against secularism as 
such and against ecclesiastical programming which all 
too often passes for Christian social ethics. Here and 

there evangelicals show temper and determination; 
they raise their voices, marshall their forces, even 

elect some dedicated and worthy public servant to 

high office. There have even been conferences on the 

matter of corporately expressing social convictions 
and on aggressively articulating evangelical perspectives 
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[ BELIEVE 
Its de cling in the modern world is a sure sign that 

hope has lost its Christian identification. 

World leaders sense the impermanence of scientific 

and educational achievement. The feverish, seemingly 

fruitless pursuit of peace and justice strikes fear in the 

hearts of people everywhere. Pessimism is once again 

t large. 

[he present mood is not unlike that of pagan an- 

tiquity. At such a time Christianity burst on a despond 

ent, hopeless world with a jubilant message of Christ's 

redemptive love and his victory over death. What dis 

tinguished the Christian then, no less than today, is 

confidence. For him the worst that can happen—the 

judgment of his sins—is already past. To appropriate 
Calvary means personal assurance of the triumph of 

righteousness and final doom of the wicked. 

Passing centuries with their many Pilates and Her 

ods have already corroborated God's purpose in the 

Cross and Resurrection. No less must the Hitlers and 

Khrushchevs of today and tomorrow, and in fact every 

man, finally come to terms with the abiding, inevité ible 

realitv of the Christian hope. 

ELT I Herinn 
l 

in the social conflict. Will this thrust strengthen in 

the ‘60s or fall by the wi ayside? In the realm of ecu- 

menism mz iny evangelicals sense that world conditions 

toward unified witness and demand a new stticude 

effort. Because existing ecumenical movements are 

reactionary adjustments of denominational or interde- 

nominational groups having political as well as spiri- 

tual complexes, they have not been able truly to unite 

evangelicals. E vangelical leaders increasingly sense that 

while evangelicals are bound together by certain asso- 
ciations, these very identifications (whether in the 

National 

or National Council of Churches) 

brethren. Will 

1960s that 

links more and more regenerate believers? Or will the 

American Council of Churches, Association 

Evangelicals, 

actually erect massive barriers between 

a new evangelical unity emerge in the 

dream of evangelical unity disappear under still fur- 

ther fragmentation of the evangelical witness? 

It is well to remember that the regenerate Church 

is a lively body whose several members are fitly joined 

together under the headship of Christ, the risen Lord. 

If we can grasp the reality of this fact with new insight 

and devotion, the somber shadows of the present dec 

ade will prove the bleak backdrop for a dynamic dis- 

play of Christian love and power. When Khrushchev 
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sings his daily paeon about the inevitable triumph of 

communism, let us recall Tennyson’s reminder that 
And let us 

confident that some day 

he will pick up the broken pieces of the Marxist king 

dom in judgment. But let us not stop there. Our mis 

“our passing systems have their day.” 

rejoice that Christ is risen, 

sion is constructive and creative; it holds promise ol 

Let us thank God 

for the loaves and fishes, and for the multitude Christ 

a new heaven and a new earth. 

feeds with them, and let us match our hungry and 
thirsty world with bread and wine for its weary spirit. 

Surely the Gospel has lost none of its dynamic. The 

multiplying effects of evangelical upsurge in the ’50s 

may yet yield spectacular manifestations of spiritual 

dedication and power in the ’60s. If God’s Spirit has 

not yet written off this decade as an era of 

ashes” 

“dust and 

who are we to quit the fight? END 

THE U.N. FALTERS IN DEBATE 

WHILE DAGGER DIPLOMACY WIDENS 

The United Nations now stands in the shadows of 

doom. Its frequent inability to act with decision and 

dispatch during 16 years of tense world crisis has weak- 

ened it, and Dag Hammarskjéld’s death threatens to 

plunge it into a forum of debate more than an instru- 
ment of justice. 

Hammarskjéld’s untimely death called attention to 

the Assembly's plight: a divided body lacking a single 

animating spirit of good will. The reason is obvious. 

From the outset the U.N. built on compromise, its 

membership including powers not devoted to its prin- 

ciples. Thus a precedent was provided for universal 

(geographical) rather than ideological participation. 

Inclusion of Soviet Russia was the fatal mistake which 

threatens now to compound itself by carrying Red 

China also into membership. 

Surrender of the last vestiges of a principled mem- 
bership would mark the U.N. not as the world’s best 

hope for peace (as some of its early enthusiasts 

oe but as another sure candidate for extinction. 

President Kennedy's forceful address pleading for uni- 
tary leadership was a powerful rebuke to all who would 

“entrench the cold war in the headquarters of peace.” 

Its weakness was a blind trust in the U.N. as the 

great reservoir of human hope: “The problem is not 
the death of one man—the problem is the life of (the 

U.N.). .. . Were we to let it die 

demn the future. 

. we would con- 
For in the development of this 

organization lies the only true alternative to war.” In 
this sentiment Mr. Kennedy is about as wrong as it is 

possible to be. 

To contain Soviet aggression the United States has 

put its trust internationally in the U.N., and regionally 

in treaties such as SEATO, NATO, and RIO. Russia 

vetoed Free World policies in the U.N. until satellites 
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and neutrals were ready to implement her program. 
With the U.S. and Russia now struggling over a quali- 
fied successor to Hammarskjéld, the U.N. can hardly 
resolve the tensions between these major powers. In 

the Far East, Russia has penetrated SEATO lines in 

Laos. In Europe, Russia is dislodging East Germany 
from the West under the very eyes of NATO. In Latin 
America, the Communist beachhead in Cuba thrives 
inside the RIO perimeter. 

How long can discerning diplomacy put its faith in 
dialogue with desperadoes who plunge a dagger when 
ever serviceable? Some U.S. diplomats apparently re 
tain grandiose faith in the power of words and dollars. 
Even this “word war” must often gratify the Com- 
munists. For instead of exhibiting moral conviction 

and spiritual truth as the West's great armor, it largely 
moves within the context of economic benefits. We 

are in danger therefore of dying in our own materialistic 
sins even before the disease of communism smites us. 

Foreign policy too often is one thing in principle, 
another in practice. The lack of will in handling the 

problem of East Germany, heartland of the Protestant 

Reformation, makes this clear. In practice if not in 

theory the West seems increasingly disposed to acqui 
esce in the Oder-Neisse line as Germany's eastern 

border and to acknowledge the Communist regime in 
East Germany. A permanently divided Germany was 

already implicit in Western Europe’s reliance on the 

Common Market as a buffer against Soviet aggression. 
Neither Britain nor France would delight in a Com 
mon Market dominated by a unified Germany. 

When momentary political expedience shapes and 

reshapes foreign policy in reaction to Communist ag 
gression, and this is dignified as real-politics, and when 

long-range principles become more a matter of precept 
than of practice, the inevitable vacillation in foreign 
affairs will gratify those who seek the decline of the 
republic, and it will disappoint and discourage allies. 

The responsibility devolving on Christian citizens 
is great. Any fresh spirit to invigorate the American 
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outlook must rise from leaders both convinced that 
the ultimate dimension is spiritual and moral, and 
ready to translate this conviction into political as well 

as personal affairs. Only a victory for spiritual truth 

and for social righteousness can register a blow to the 
rampant relativism in political affairs today. If the 

economic determinists are not to control the hinge of 

history in our time, the movement of human events 

must swing on spiritual and moral supports. END 

PROPOSES TO OBSERVE SUNDAY 

ON A ‘ROUND-THE-WEEK’ BASIS 

In a letter to the New York Herald Tribune, a Mon 

terey, California, reader proposes the abolition of 

Sunday as the generally accepted rest-stop in the work 

week. He suggests parceling out the usual Sunday 
preoccupations over the other six days. Thereby com: 
merce will flow more smoothly, fewer lives will be lost 

on frenetic week-ends, and recreational facilities will be 

in continuous use because “days off” will be staggered. 
Religion, he says, will not be eliminated, but rather 

strengthened “by removing the convention of Sunday 

church attendance and making worship a conscious 
act... . The flow of religion would not be interrupted 
by our archaic division of the week into spiritual and 

secular. It would be Sunday, for some, every day.” 

No one wants to interrupt the “flow of religion” 

(whatever that means). And surely spiritual and secu 

lar should not be divorced. But the California scribe 
overlooked a few details. The ministry might, of course, 
survive the busy week that would accompany Sunday 

every day; with a sixth of the people free each day even 

his “Monday off” would become Monday on. But, more 

important, the keeping of the Lord’s Day rests not on a 
mere human convention but on a divine command. 

Some devout people still feel that God knows his busi 

ness better than the human planners do. The revision 

of the calendar may speed the flow of commerce, and 

it might well loose a flood of religion of the kind from 
which Christianity will need to offer rescue. END 

My visit last month to the lush jungle Progressive Party (PPP) gained a sub- 

Topay, The Sunday School Times, and land of British Guiana convinced me _ stantial majority of legislative seats under 
Eternity sent Alan M. Fletcher, manag- anew that it deserves the attention of a strong new constitution that guarantees 
ing editor of the Times, on a fact-finding Christians everywhere. This Idaho-sized absolute control of British Guiana’s in- 
tour of British Guiana, which many be- colony on the northeast coast of South ternal affairs. The PPP and its premier, 
lieve offers the Communists a toe-hold America abounds in natural beauty, in- 43-year-old Dr. Cheddi Bharatt Jagan, 
on the continent of South America. cluding waterfalls four times taller than an American-educated dentist, have been 
Fletcher was chosen for the task because Niagara, but its current ideological in- widely accused of Communist orienta- 
of the knowledge he gained of the coun-  clinations are of far greater import. In tion. The religious implication is that 
try in previous visits. Here is his report: elections held on August 21, the People’s British Guiana could become the first 
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nominally Protestant country to go into 
the Communist orbit. 

The  refined-appearing Jagan was 
scheduled to visit the United States this 

month in a bid for aid. He is a mahog- 
any-skinned East Indian, a native of 

British Guiana. (Nearly 50 per cent 

of the population are East Indians, who 

were brought in when the British abol- 
ished slavery in 1834; another 35 per 

cent are Negroes. ) He is married to the 

former Janet Rosenberg, a known Com 
munist whom he met in Chicago. His 

early education in Anglican and Church 
of Scotland schools apparently had little 

spiritual effect on him for he took his 

oath of office on a Hindu holy book. 

British Guiana’s first attempt at self 

government ended in December, 1953, 

when the Royal Welsh Fusiliers marched 

in to enforce Britain’s suspension of the 

infant constitution after a drift to com 

munism had become all too evident. 

Jagan’s PPP was the ruling party at 

that time. It is the ruling party today, 

under the new constitution, with com- 

plete independence perhaps only a year 

away. 
British Guiana is in the center of an 

area originally called Guiana, discovered 
by Columbus and explored by Sir Walter 

Raleigh. Here was sought El Dorado, the 

city of gold, now thought to be a fabrica- 

tion of the Spanish aimed at keeping Eu- 

ropean powers out otf richer territories. 

The portion of Guiana now known as 

British Guiana changed hands between 

the Dutch and the English several times 

in its early history. 

Since 1803 it has been the property of 

Great Britain. 

Four-fifths of British Guiana is forest. 

About 95 per cent of the population lives 

in a 10-mile-wide strip of coast line. Most 

of the interior is inaccessible. George 
town, the principal city and capital, has 

a population of 125,000. The colony’s 

welfare is linked with two agricultural 

crops: sugar and rice. Chief mineral ex- 

ports are bauxite and manganese. 

In addition to the PPP, there are two 

other political parties in English-speaking 

British Guiana, the People’s National 

Congress (PNC) and the United Force. 

All are divided very closely along racial 

lines, the PPP being the party of the 

East Indians, the PNC drawing its sup- 
port from Negroes, with minority nation- 

ality groups such as American Indians, 
Europeans, and Chinese backing the 
United Force. The PPP and the PNC 

are both socialist, with similar platforms. 

The United Force is democratic, sup- 

porting the free enterprise system. 

Members of both the PPP and PNC 
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at times sound suspiciously communistic, 

but the people of British Guiana are 
neither Communist or socialist. The 

working people know little of any ideol- 

ogy, despite a literacy rate which is 
rather high for an underdeveloped coun- 
try Cone source says 70 per cent). 

When a middle-class housewife asked 

her East Indian maid if she planned to 

vote for Jagan’s party, the maid replied, 
“Yes, mistress.” 

“But don’t you know that Mrs. Jagan 

is a Communist?” 

“Oh, no, mistress,” said the maid. “She 

are no common woman.” 

The close racial nature of the PPP 

and the PNC has created an ugly tension 
between the East Indian and Negro pop- 
ulation. A_ recently-organized “African 

Society for Racial Equality,” led by two 

school teachers, sees the future for Ne- 

groes one of subjection to the more busi- 

ness-minded East Indians. Rallies under 

the motto “Equality or Partition” are en- 

joving enthusiastic support. 

The PPP has been the majority party 

continuously since 1957. Its manifesto 

calls the plantation system under which 

sugar is produced “anachronistic and . . . 

it should be the subject of reform.” 

The PPP plans to allow “importation 

from any source so that the country can 

benefit from purchasing in the cheapest 

market.” “Control of prices is essential.” 

[ heard Jagan say, “So far as I am 
concerned, so long as any individual is 
willing to come and work with us, and 
live with us, we will welcome him with 

open arms.” 

The government plans to establish in- 
dustries, apparently in some cases in com- 

petition with private enterprise. Jagan’s 
party has already established its own 

newspaper, with printing plant, and has 
announced plans to establish its own 

radio station. 

In international affairs, the PPP says 

it “will pursue a neutralist policy of ~ 

friendship with all countries and will 

not permit our country to be used as a 

military base by any nation.” 

British Guiana has always been free 

picking for all kinds of religious groups. 
The net effect has been to make the 

majority of the citizenry fall somewhere 

within the Protestant spectrum. The 

Saturday church directories of George- 
town’s newspapers list several Anglican 
churches, three Presbyterian, several 
Congregational, and many Methodist. 
There are also churches and chapels 

which are Canadian Presbyterian, Luth- 

eran, Moravian, Salvation Army, Assem- 

blies of God, Pentecostal, Pilgrim Holi- 

ness, Church of God, Christian Catholic, 
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Christadelphian, Christian Science, Ba- 
hai, Seventh-day Adventist, Plymouth 
Brethren, plus the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
The Unevangelized Fields Mission has 

several churches and does extensive work 

among primitive tribes in the interior. 
The Christian Literature Crusade spon 

sors an attractive book store in George- 
town. Gideons also are represented. 

In discussions with many Protestant 

leaders I learned that many churches are 

nominally orthodox, but I saw little evi- 

dence of zeal. Churches are well at- 

tended, but the motive seems to be 

largely status rather than 
strength. 

Sober estimates indicated that within 

10 to 15 years the “Christian” population 

will become the minority, for three rea- 

sons: The sluggish churches are scarcely 

spiritual 

holding their own, the predominantly pa- 
gan East Indian population has a growth 
rate far greater than the rest of the 
population, and the rise in racial feeling 

has caused increased interest in Hindu- 
ism and Islam. 

Education of the colony's children has 
always been the domain of the churches, 
which operate some 300 schools, but 

clergy leaders are worried. Through the 
years the government has subsidized the 
schools, paid teacher salaries, and often 

picked up the tab for construction of edu- 
cational buildings. Shortly before the 
August elections, the government seized 
51 church schools that had been bought 
and built with government funds. 
Church leaders have been protesting vig- 
orously, but to no avail. 

Education, says the PPP manifesto, is 
“the greatest liberating force in the strug 
gle against ignorance, reaction, bigotry, 
superstition, and economic exploitation. 

... The system of dual control of schools 

whereby denominational bodies control 

the appointment and promotion of teach 

ers on a denominational basis, while the 
government pays the salaries of the teach 
ers and makes large grants to these schools 
will be eventually abolished.” 

One thing is sure: Guiana needs revi 

val. A Billy Graham crusade could kindle 
the flame. Graham is already well known 
in British Guiana through his radio 

broadcast, and nearly all the ministers 
with whom I spoke are eager to have him 
pay a visit. 

Christian leaders in British Guiana 

urge that no additional religious groups 
from the United States establish perma- 

nent work. Some observers feel that mis- 
sionary personnel from India would be 
the most welcome of any foreigners and 
would command the greatest audience 

for the Gospel. 

m 
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“church has succumbed” 

Each year, in the anniversary issue of 

CuristTiANiTy Topay, the news section 

features a panel of the world’s foremost 

‘eligious scholars asserting their views on 

significant, timely question. This year’s 
question 1S: 

What are the most prevalent false gods 
of our time and how do you assess their 

elative significance? 

Kart Bartn, professor, University of 

Basel: “Today, and at all times, pre- 

cisely the church is the place on which 

established and false gods are wor- 

shipped. For the church has succumbed 

to the temptation to believe in the good- 

ness and power of her own tradition, 

morality, and religious activity. So the 
church has come to believe in images of 
man, of the world, and of God, which 

she has fabricated of her own means. 

She believes in the excellency of the 

Christian and in the depravity of the 

indifferent, the atheists, and the Com- 

munists. Thus she does exactly the same 

is those believing in money, in sports, in 

technics, in sex, or simply in the glory 

of affluent and comfortable living. It is 
the church’s high calling to demonstrate 

that she believes in that God who has 

redeemed man from all false gods.” 

CARNELL 
ra ” 

power and pleasure 

BLACKWOOD 
“ . © ” 
secularism and humanism 

“welfare state” 

Scholars’ Panel Identifies Contemporary Idols 

BRUCE 

“status symbols” 

CAILLIET 

“born of a pride” 

GH RISTIANITY TODAY NEWS 
Anprew W. Brackwoop, professor 

emeritus, Princeton Theological Semin- 
ary: “In America today false gods 

abound. They call for perversion of 

things ideally good. In an order of des- 
cending prominence: self, money, plea- 

sure, sex, romance (as in marriage), 

amusements (commercial), sports (pro- 

fessional), education (secular). Collec- 

tively, secularism and humanism. We 

need a return to the First Commandment, 

in the light of the Cross.” 

F. F. Bruce, professor, University of 

Manchester: “The most prevalent false 

gods of our time are the ‘status symbols’ 

cherished by Christians and non-Chris- 

tians alike. On the personal level some of 

them may seem harmless enough, but 

their much of the 

energy which should be devoted to the 

extension of Christ’s kingdom. On the 
national and international level they are 

pursuit absorbs 

too often the very things that threaten 
the annihilation of mankind; yet their 

fatal attraction obscures a proper recog- 

CLARK GAEBELEIN 

“removal of restraints” 

nition of the things which belong to our 

peace.” 

EMILE CAILLIET, professor emeritus, 

Princeton Theological Seminary: “The 

false gods of our time are born of a pride 
of life that now pervades some of our 

oldest seminaries, so that the Christian 

proclamation is poisoned at its source. 

Our most immediate concern should be 

for that source, that is, for the kind of 

seminary a dedicated Christian should 

support.” 

Epwarp JoHN CarNeLt, professor, 

Fuller Theological Seminary: “Power 
and pleasure, or the vanities of self- 

sufhciency and self-gratification—just as 

they have always been. Each assumes 

that man can complete his life by his 

own resources. The god of power draws 

on science’s penetration into the elemen- 

tal forces of nature, while the god of 

pleasure thrives on the traditional fruits 

of material prosperity and a general decay 

in moral standards.” 

Gorvon H. Crark, professor, Butler 

GERSTNER 

“only one I-dol” 



HUNT 

cheap security” 

University: “The phrase ‘t ilse gods’ sug- 

gests polytheism; and indeed modern so- 

ciety has many gods. One of the most 

powerful is the secular, anti-Christian 

welfare state. No other modern god or 

demon so nearly controls all of lite. To- 

talitarianism is today’s rival of the sov- 

ereign God.” 

Frank E, Garpevern, headmaster, 

The Stony Brook School: “Speaking of 

the false gods of our time, I believe that 

prominent among them are the gods of 

materialism and self-indulgence set up 

by advertising, the entertainment world, 

ind the popular press. The present slip 

page in morals reflects an ominous re- 

moval of and restraints of good taste 

moral standards. Through the stimuli of 

idvertising, films, and the press, the false 

gods of materialistic glamor and sensual 

pleasure have invaded all areas of our 

society. America has already traveled far 

the down road of secular materialism. 

Unless there is repentence, judgment 

may be in store for our nation.” 

Joun H. Gerstner, professor, Pitts- 

burgh Theological Seminary: “There is 

ind ever has been one and only one 

I-dol. The things or images which pass 

for idols are what I have made for Me. 

The civilized man, unlike the ‘primitive,’ 

LINTON 

“cult of > ss I ‘OOTE $s 

JELLEMA 
“reverence for the self” 

“secularisur” 

KUHN 

dispenses with the intermediary image 

and makes himself directly the sole object 

of his own concern. ‘Deny thyself’ is the 

first sign of the new man in Christ.” 
Cart F. H. Henry, Editor, Curistr- 

ANiITY Topay: “The false gods of our age 
are scientism, communism, and political 

democracy. All trust man’s warped pas- 

sions to shape a paradise on earth. One 

thing sure about these gilded idols is that 

Christ will scatter their broken fragments 

in judgment and fill the vacuum left by 

their unkept promises.” 

W. Boyp South- 

western Baptist Theological Seminary: 

“In the West the most influential false 

gods are a secularized form of education 

Hunt, Professor, 

—the delusion of man’s ability to 

himself; materialism—the practical athe 

Save 

ism which confuses immediate wants 

with ultimate needs; nationalism—the 

provincial obsession which denies the 

oneness of the world; and conservatism 

—the inordinate worship of what one 

already has. At the heart of each of these 

false religions is the effort to achieve a 

cheap security—the chiefest of the false 

gods, and the self-destroying refusal to 

accept the venture of biblical faith.” 

W. Harry JeLvema, professor, Haver- 
ford College: “Detached trom the 

MALIK MORRIS 

“further our confusion” 

“the three S's” 
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LEITCH 

“world as an end” 

judgment and grace of God, idolatrous 
reverence for the self in its solitary and 

hopeless subjectivity. Two major modes 
of narcissistic worship then present them 

selves: Either indulgence of the natural 

istic drives toward temporal security, 

power, and pleasure; or the more sophisti 

cated indulgence in the pathos of the 

self’s aloneness and inability to find life 

worth living.” 

Harotp B. Kun, professor, Asbury 

Theological Seminary: “In today’s world 

of the West, the most tempting absolute 
is ‘our Western way of life’ or ‘life in 

‘the 

of living man has ever known,’ or simply 

‘our liberties.’ Taken within a theological 

the free world,’ or best standard 

frame of reference, there is much to be 

said for these ‘values’—but taken as ab 

solutes, they serve only to further our 

confusion. Not one of them can stand 

alone; none can survive, save among a 

stable core of persons whose lives are 

lived according to principle. Such a core 

of persons can be produced only through 
the dynamic of the Gospel of Christ. 

Take this away, and within a few gen 

erations, even the character-values will 

disappear.” 

Appison H. Lerrcn, professor, Tarkio 

College: “There are many gods—money, 

MUELLER 
“never change” 
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NIEBUHR 

“power and comfort” 

status, security, health, and even social 

adjustment. They become objects of idol- 

itry when we confuse the creature with 

the creator, the gift with the giver. Their 

falsity lies in their being limited to this 
world and finite goals. The false god, 

therefore, is this world as an end in 

itself. We have lost the dimension of in- 

linity, the hope of eternity. We forget 

that we are pilgrims and that we have no 

final place of abode here.” 

Carvin D. Linton, dean, Columbian 

College of Arts and Sciences, George 
Washington University: “From the point 

of view of one educator, the prevalent 

false gods are: 1. The cult of automatic 
human progress. The belief that all en- 

vironments tend inevitably toward per- 

fection, with consequent search for the 

novel and the attendant neglect of 

anciens wisdom. 2. The cult of egali- 

tarianism. The belief that not only are 

all men equal before God and under the 

law, but that all are equally deserving of 

reward, honor, and certificates of achieve- 

3. The cult of scientism. The 
belief that all human experience is ulti- 

mately reducible to instrumentation and 

technology.” 

Cuarces Matix, professor, American 
University, past president, United Na- 

ment 

TENNEY 

“ . ” 

secularism 

VAN TIL 

“Christ ...made to illustrate” 

PIKE REID 

tions General Assembly: “I would put 

them in the following order: Secularism 

—nature, man and history are self-sufh- 

cient, without any reference whatsoever 

to God as a righteous creator who really 

cares and who is above all nature, all 

history, and all men and without whom 

these things have no meaning and issue 
in absolute despair. Materialism—the der- 

ivation of man from and his reduction to 

material, economic, social and sensuous 

conditions with no independence whatso- 

ever and no originality for his mind and 

spirit. Relativism—no absolute, objective 

truth valid for all, but each culture, each 

people, each tradition, each individual his 

own free judge of what is right and what 
is wrong, what is true and what is false, 
what is ultimate and what is evanescent.” 

Leon Morais, principal, Tyndale 

House: “Men’s ideals today are various, 

but a good sermon might be worked out 

on the three S’s, success, security, and 

sputniks. Our generation has an almost 
pathological fear of failure, and success 
(variously interpreted) is the dominating 

passion of many. Others set all else aside 

in a single-minded pursuit of security. 

The ideal of scientific achievement at- 

tracts multitudes to its shrine. And these 
gods are failing us. No generation ever 

“standard of living” 

WEIGEL 

“they cannot save” 

NEWS 

ROBINSON 

“three questions” 

felt less successful than does ours. No 

generation ever felt more insecure. No 

generation had as much to fear from the 

results of scientific research.” 

J. Turopore MueEtter, professor, 
Concordia Seminary: “Perverted human 

nature never changes and so also the 

false gods of mankind ce yrrupt never 

change. John describes them briefly but 
strikingly as the ‘lust of the flesh, the 

lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.’ 

These lusts today manifest themselves in 

the whole world, outside of Christ’s king- 

dom of grace, in atheism, materialism, 

voluptuousness, arrogance, rejection of 

the divine Word and the precious Gospel 

of Christ, both among liberal theologians 

and laymen, as also in the gross outbursts 

of crime and the constant threat of war 

and tyrannical oppression.” 

RemnnoLtp Nresunr, professor, Har- 

vard University: “What can one do but 

‘hold the candle light of the obvious to 
the daylight of common experience’? The 
false gods are obvious. The primary one 
is physical power and comfort.” 

KENNETH L. Pike, professor, Univer- 

sity of Michigan: “In a system of abstract 

ideas the intellectual can put his trust; 

on it base his actions; out of it dev elop 

his worldview; through it get his deepest 

YOUNG 

“the status quo” 
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emotional thrust. Secularism (Cor natur- 

alism, or behaviorism) is such a system. 

Trust here squeezes out—replaces—trust 

in God the 

gives us. Secularism becomes, therefore, 

and worldview which he 

the most prevalent false god in our mod- 

ern academic community—more deeply 

rooted, perhaps, than is covetousness \or 

riches? or security?), ‘which is [also] 

idolatry’ (Colossians 3:5).” 

W. Sranrorp Rep, professor, McGill 

University: “The principal false god of 

our time in this land is our standard of 

living. We are so concerned with material 

possessions that we forget they are the 

gift of God that 

more important. 

there other 

We 

have to lose our standard of living or 

and are 

things may yet 

surrender a large part of it before we 

become aware that there are much more 

important values. After all, man’s chiet 

end in life is to glorify God and to enjoy 

him forever, not to have a house with a 

swimming pool.” 

Witu1aM Cuitps Rosinson, profes 

sor, Columbia Theological Seminary: “In 

considering false gods, may I raise three 

questions: Are we worshipping visible 

success instead of holding on with Job, 

will | 

in him’? Are we insisting on decoding the 

‘Though he slay me, vet trust 

faith into philosophical systems or myth- 

ological symbols rather than admitting 
mystery and refusing to let the things 

we do not know upset our confidence 

in the Christ we do know? Are we bow 

ing to bigness rather than witnessing to 

the Word and waiting upon God to vind 

icate his Gospel?” 

Merritt C. Tenney, dean, Graduate 

School, Wheaton 

possessions, power, and pleasures are the 

College: “Prestige, 

false gods of modern man. They repre- 

PROTESTANT 

7 Merger of the Baptist Missionary 

[raining School of Chicago with Col- 
School 

approved last month by the boards of 

both. 

gate Rochester Divinity was 

Resources of the two American 

Baptist institutions will be combined 

to develop a new graduate program of 
church vocations for women at Col- 

gate beginning next year 

Pennsylvania ) 

the 

@ The Beaver-Butler 

Presbytery plans to petition 

United Presbyterian General Assem- 

bly to take a more deliberate stand on 

the problem of alcohol. The presby- 

tery has criticized “social drinking” 

and has asked that abstinence be re- 

iterated as the standard of the church. 

sent a tragic devotion to material gain 
rather than to spiritual good, to transient 
gratification rather than to eternal values. 

They are as futile and unsatisfying to the 

spirit as any idol of wood or stone.” 

Corne.ius VAN Tix, professor, West- 

Theological “The minister Seminary: 

historian Toynbee thinks that Christian- 

the 

character of the general cosmic law ‘pro- 

ity first observed comprehensive 

that 

comes through suffering. Toynbee thinks 

claimed by Aeschylus’ learning 

he does justice to the uniqueness of the 

work of Christ by asserting that He first 

the 

this law. Thus Christ is made to illustrate 

Him. 

recognized universal character of 

Truth which is above This is 

idolatry.” 

Gustave Weice:, §S.]., 

Woodstock College: “There is only one 

pre tess or, 

God. He is always the same. The gods 

are many, but no matter how they are 

called, Zeus or atomic power, Venus or 

Libido, Mars or war, they are natural 

powers and they are always the same. 

They cannot save, no matter in what era 

their aid is sought.” 

Warren C. Youn, protessor, North- 

ern Baptist Theological Seminary: “The 
most serious idol of today is the status 

quo. Our Christian witness is ineffective 

because we are trying to witness conven- 

tionally to an age which is not conven- 
tional. Our evangelical churches are fail- 

ing to meet the challenge of this chang 
ing culture because they have idolized 

the 

past. Thus our method prevents us from 

pattern and program of the dead 

making contact with the message of the 
Gospel. Christians and churches must 

again the 
Christ if they are to break the idol of 

learn unconventionality of 

contemporary conventionality.” 

PANORAMA 

@ Dr. Oswald C. |. Hoffmann was 

honored this month for 25 vears of 

service to the Lutheran Church—Mis- 

souri Synod. Hoffmann is director of 

public relations for the church and 

speaker on “The Lutheran Hour.” 

@ Four Pentecostalist leaders in the 

Ural Mountain region of Russia face 
possible jail terms after being con- 

victed of engaging in activities “of a 
character hostile to humanity,” accord- 
ing to Moscow radio. 

@ The American Bible Society is ap- 
pealing for $250,000 to supply Bibles 
for Indonesia before an embargo takes 
effect December 23. 
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Baptist Men in Memphis 

More than 7,000 clergymen and lay- 

men gathered at Memphis, Tennessee, 
for the second National Conference of 

Southern Baptist Men held September 
13-15, heard Charles Malik, past presi- 

dent of the United Nations General As- 

sembly, plead that communism be recog 

nized as “a total challenge.” 
Calling the present world situation “in 

its deepest dimension a spiritual crisis,” 

he said that “anything less than total 
response to it is a fraud.” 

Malik stressed the futility of the Peace 

Corps and similar responses against “forty 

million dedicated people (Communists) 

working day and night in every nation 

in the world . . . using every conceivable 

means, to attain its ends, world domina 

tion.” 

He challenged the Church to pursue 
its particular part of the struggle: To 

convict of sin by confronting mankind 
with the Cross; to wield the weapons ol 

the Spirit in the face of all that is spiri 

tually neutral; and to remain absolutely 

faithful to Christ. “If—God forbid—the 

world should go up in smoke,” he said, 
“let the name of Christ remain above 

every name, and the Cross above every 
symbol.” 

Keynote speaker, the Rev. Roy Mc- 

Clain, pastor of First Baptist Church of 

Atlanta, spoke on the conference theme 

“That the World May Know.” 

“Militant Christianity is beating a cow- 

ardly retreat to the safe shelter of organ 

ized religion,” he said. “If the present 

trend continues, it is not unthinkable 

that the organized church could become 

Christianity’s greatest enemy.” 
Calling the redeeming love of Christ 

a weapon that has never failed when 

properly and wholeheartedly launched, 

he stressed that “the best argument for 
genuine Christianity is not a sermon, 

song, service or statistic, but a Chris- 

tian.” 

The Rev. Louis Evans, minister-at 

large for the Board of National Missions, 
United Presbyterian Church, declared, 

“We are too busy burning incense to the 

Goddess Production. . . . Now we must 

be at His work all the time—at the 

bench, in the field, shop and forest, on 
the campus and on the run. 

“The church is running scared,” Evans 
said. “But the right sort of fear does not 
end in paralysis or panic, but in a new 

passion and a program.” 

Seminars on timely and timeless topics 

from “Separation of Church and State” 
to “Effective Christian Witnessing” were 
held throughout the conference. 
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EPISCOPAL SCRUTINY OF NCC 

Che following report was prepared for 
CuristiAnity Topay by the Rev. T. 
Robert Ingram, rector of St. Thomas’ 
Episcopal Church and School in Houston: 

Working with unruffled precision, the 

60th triennial General Convention of the 

Protestant Episcopal Church at Detroit, 
September 17-29, solidly endorsed every 

move put before it deemed at “the goal 
of unity of the church of Jesus Christ.” 
No voice raised the profound question 

whether ultimate defection from Christ’s 

sovereignty may also be inherent in vis- 
ible unity. 

The convention turned down a resolu- 

tion introduced in its House of Deputies 

asking that it withdraw from the Nation- 
al Council of Churches of Christ, accept- 

ed the invitation of the United Presbyte- 

rian Church in the U.S.A. to join in an 

invitation to The Methodist Church and 

the United Church of Christ “to explore 

the establishment of a united church,” 

and did what was necessary to extend 

recognition or encouragement to a myriad 

of churches around the world, either in 

existence or on the planning boards, 
in the expectation that they will partici- 

pate in the “coming great church.” 
The convention moved under the ubi- 

quitous eye of Bishop James A. Pike 
of California, whose public endorsement 

of the Presbyterian invitation as put 

forth by Eugene Carson Blake had caused 
the proposal to become known as the 

Blake-Pike plan. The names of Blake 

and Pike were deliberately dissociated 

from the invitation for propaganda pur- 
poses, and the convention was told to 

refer to it as “the Presbyterian invitation.” 
Pike himself has been under fire for 

months for his questionable stand on fun- 

damental doctrines of the Christian faith 

and was expected to be faced with charges 

instigated by other bishops, who alone 

can take such action. When it became 

clear that Pike’s dominant influence in 

the House of Bishops would prevent any 

such action, an effort was made in the 

House of Deputies to pass a resolution 

“that this house reassure the faithful that 

the belief and teachings of this church 
have not changed.” The resolution was 

tabled in what was clearly regarded as a 
personal victory for Bishop Pike. 

A resolution originated in the House 
of Deputies endorsing the NCC’s stated 

purposes and reafirming the Protestant 

Episcopal Church’s intention to remain 

in it was also approved by the bishops 

without change. 
The resolution took note that “serious 

questions have been raised in some par- 

ishes about the manner in which certain 

pronouncements and statements on con- 

troversial topics have been issued from 

the office of the [NCC] with the author- 

ity therefore of the General Assembly 

and the General Board not made clear; 

and that certain of these pronounce- 

ments and statements have seemed to 

many to have been issued as if they 
carried the endorsement of the several 

constituent churches: when in fact they 

did not. 

House ol 

Bishops concurring, that this convention 
recognizes the importance of having the 
[NCC] speak to the churches about the 

Christian implications of contemporary, 

“Now be it resolved, the 

social, economic, and political issues, but 

also declares that no pronouncement or 

without action by this 

church’s authority, be regarded as an 
official statement of this church.” 

The Episcopalian Joint Commission on 

Ecumenical Relations was asked to make 

a study of the structure, program, and 
finances of the NCC. 

Further spelling out the fashion of the 
convention for unity, the House of Bish 
ops originated and the House of Depu 

ties endorsed two resolutions frankly in- 

terpreted in the press as “a two-headed 

club” against its own lay members who 

had voiced vigorous objections to the 
NCC, unity, and communism through an 

unprecedented wave of letters, telegrams 
and pamphlets. One “head of the club” 

was a resolution condemning “Marx- 
ist communism,” and the other caution- 

ing against “extremist groups, and over- 
simplified appraisal of our situation which 

they promote, lest fear and suspicion de- 

stroy honest public debate and silence 

the expression of Christian faith in hu 

man. affairs.” 

statement can, 

The second resolution was beamed at 
the work of a group of laymen and a 

few clergymen who distributed tracts and 
pamphlets in opposition primarily to the 
NCC but also to communism generally. 
It had been falsely linked with the John 
Birch Society. The influence of this 
group, led by a Grosse Point housewife, 
was indicated by the venom and heckling 
turned on them in the booth which they 
manned. They were cursed, called anti- 
Christian and one priest flung a pamphlet 
in the face of a man working in the 
booth. The bishops thus posed “Marxist 
communism” as one extreme against op- 
ponents of church unity in the opposite 
extreme. 

Concern over bitterness aroused by the 
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unity movement was voiced in the House 

of Deputies by several speakers who had 

deplored such high feelings from 1937 to 
1946, when conversations were underway 

looking toward uniting with Presbyte 
rians. They feared it would reappear as 

unity talks were revived, and one deputy 

told the House it already had in his 

diocese. 

Integration, or “unity” of race, was 
put before the Episcopalians in conven 

tion at Detroit as a dramatic phase of 

the overall drive toward totalitarian unity. 

\ group of clergy who had gathered at 
New Orleans bound for Detroit to pray 

in mixed groups, managed to get them 
selves arrested in a Jackson, Mississippi, 
restaurant. They received their due in 

headlines, but the issue was soon lost in 

the tension of more immediate and press 

ing issues connected with church unity. 
An effort to have the convention favor 

mixed marriages was tabled. 

A Vote of Confidence 

Does membership in the John Birch 

Society disqualify a person from inter 

church leadership. 

The executive board of the Louisville 

(Kentucky) Area Council of Churches, 

which reviewed charges of “weak and 

ineffective leadership” made against Ex 
ecutive Director N. Burnett Magruder, 

thinks not. 

The board declared last month that it 

found “no justification” to the charges, 

brought by a group of United Church of 
Christ ministers who demanded Ma 

gruder’s resignation. 
“It don’t see how a_ person who 

espouses the ideas of the John Birch So 

clety can be an effective leader,” said the 

Rev. Robert S. Mathes. 

Magruder acknowledges the Birch 
membership but asserts that there is 
nothing within the society's principles 
that 
work. 

would deter him in his council 

The Louisville council embraces some 

250 churches and is one of the most 

representative councils in the nation. Its 

member churches range from the Pente 
costal to the high-church Episcopal. 

Magruder is a Southern Baptist min 

ister. While studying at Yale Divinity 

School, he won the top scholarship in 

his class, which enabled him to go on to 

Columbia University and earn an M. A. 

in labor economics. He has served as 

the Louisville council’s executive director 

for three years. The controversy over him 

began some 18 months ago with the ap- 

pearance of a magazine article in which 
he contended that some Protestant clergy 
were tinged with “the Marxist virus.” 

41] 4] 
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Fighters Without a Cause? 

Rampant chiliasm was one reason ad 

vanced by observers for the September 

launching of a new “pre-millennial Bap 

tist mission society” by leaders of the 

Conservative Baptist Fellowship, a group 

noted for stronger separatist views than 

held by leaders of the 

Baptist 

ill leaders of the 

also identified. The 

those generally 

(Conservative Association with 

which new society are 

two bodies are inde 

pendent. [The permanent form ol the soci 

ety is € ‘pected to be effected by the time 

of the next meeting of the Conservative 

1962. Both 

missions afe to be 

Baptist \ssociation in May 

home and foreign 

combined under a single board 

Already in the field are two independ 

ent missionary agencies, the Conservative 

Baptist Foreign Mission Society and the 

Mission So 

remarkable 

Conservative Baptist Home 

both noted tor 

ot outre ach 1 he 

ciety vigor 

former body, for exam 

some 380 foreign missionaries ple has 

held after only 18 years of exist 

ence. It broke off 

Northern ) 

protest against liberalism. With its con 
300,000 Conservative 

on the 

from the American 

then Baptist Convention in 

stituency of some 

Baptists, its program compares favorably 

with that of the 1,555,360-member Amer 

ican Baptist Convention which supports 

some 391 foreign missionaries. 

Introduction of a new mission society 

at this time highlights a division within 
the Conservative Baptist movement which 

has outwardly revolved about an eschat 

to which 

pre-millennial views shall be required of 

ological question: the extent 

Conservative Baptist staff and convention 

Practically all 

tive Baptists are pte millennial anyway, 

messengers mo Conserva- 

and those working for reform are gen 
erally those of dispensational convictions 

who believe in a secret rapture of believ 

ers before the tribulation. 

Enthusiasm for the new society on the 

part of the two general directors of the 

existing societies was notably lacking 
Said Vincent Brushwyler of the Conserv- 

itive Baptist Foreign Mission Society: “I 

society is don’t think a new missionary 

needed. Ours for all practical purposes 

is a pre-millennial society.’ 

Said Rufus Jones concerning the Con- 

servative Baptist Home Mission Society 

I believe it remains true to the basic doc- 

trine and ideology which brought the 

movement into being, and it is my opin- 

ion that those who are forming th 

able 

agencies already existing which 

new 

society would be to find other mis 

sionar©ry 

share their ick ology 

Degree of separatism is another point 
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of division among Conservative Baptists. 

The declaration of purpose of the society 
now forming reads the impact of 

Neo-Evangelicalism and its twin evil of 

ecumenical evangelism has had a divisive 

and deteriorating effect on the schools, 

societies and churches of our movement 

.” Key 

Graham's evangelistic 

issue here is whether Billy 

campaigns merit 

support, Also, some are opposed to co 

operation with the National Association 

ot Evangelicals 

Some observers both inside and outside 

the movement sadly read the division in 

terms of underlying personality clash and 

power struggle. They speak of “fighters 
without a cause” and see the doctrines of 

soul liberty and the priesthood of belies 

ers imperiled by factional strife. Said one: 

“I don’t believe in unbiblical inclusivism, 

but neither do I believe in an unbiblical 

exclusivism.” 

A Baptist Split 

Controversy among North Carolina’s 
Original Free Will Baptists resulted in 
a split in the denomination last month 

when 61 delegates, refusing to accept a 
“statement of faith and discipline” at 

the 49th annual convention of the North 

State Association of Original 

Free Will Baptists, walked out and 

formed another state association. 

Carolina 

That organization—to be known as 
the Conservative Fellowship of the North 

Carolina State Convention of the Orig- 
inal Free Will Baptists—claims it repre 

sents an estimated 18,000 of the 40,000 

Original Free Will Baptists in the state. 

The Rev. Frank Davenport of Goldsboro 

was elected moderator. 

The walkout climaxed a controversy 

involving the ouster of the Rev. Donald 

Creech as pastor of a church in Durham 

over doctrinal differences and against the 
wishes of what was claimed to be a ma- 

jority of his congregation. 

The focal point of controversy in 

North Carolina has been the question of 

whether a denominational conference has 

the right to intervene in serious local 
disturbances. 

teacher at 

Mount Olive (North Carolina) Junior 
College, which is supported by the Free 

Will Baptist Church, resigned his post, 
admitting he had “made use of the Fifth 
Amendment 

Subsequently, a history 

and constitutional 
individual rights 

against governmental encroachment.” 

The resignation of William McKee 
Evans followed an investigation at the 
college which was made after a protest 
was voiced on the floor of the state con 

other 
privileges protecting 

vention 
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18-Month Respite 

Among the last bills passed by the 

87th Congress before its adjournment 
Sept. 27 were measures extending (1) 

program for federally 
impacted areas and (2) the National De 

tense Education Act of 1958. Enactment 

of the legislation likely means that fed 

the school aid 

eral aid to parochial schools, opposed by 

most Protestants, will not again be a live 

option for 18 months or more. 

The debate over parochial school aid 

the before 

the first session of the 87th Congress 

was most intense to come 

President Kennedy stood his ground in 

opposing such aid, even in the face of 

intense Roman Catholic 

party colleagues, but the price he paid 

was his own proposal for federal aid to 

public education, which was defeated 

along with parochial aid plans. 
the National De 

fense Education Act for two years did 

not entail 

pressure from 

The extension of 

any amendments. Some ob- 

servers charge that the program violates 
the principle of church-state separation 

when appropriated for scholarships for 
seminarians. 

Baptists in Government 

Dr. Paul F. Geren, former Baptist mis- 

sionary and educator, is now second in 

command of the U. S. Peace Corps opera 

tion. His appointment by President Ken- 

nedy to the office of deputy director was 
announced last month. 

Geren succeeds Bill D. Moyers, another 

saptist clergyman, who now becomes 
associate director for legislative relations. 

Moyers is an ordained Southern Baptist 
minister and a graduate of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary who was on 
the staff of Vice President Lyndon B. 
Johnson when appointed to the Peace 
Corps earlier this year. 

Geren, who was executive vice presi 

_dent of Baylor University, a Southern 

Baptist institution, from 1956 to 1958, 

has been serving in the State Department 
as deputy director of the Office of Inter- 
national Finance and Development. The 

son of an Arkansas Baptist minister, he 

attended Baylor as a student and later 
received a master’s degree at Louisiana 
State University and a Ph.D. in eco 

nomics from Harvard University. 
In 1941, Geren went to Judson Col 

lege in Rangoon, Burma, as a missionary 

and economics teacher for the American 

Baptist Convention. His work there was 

cut short by the Japanese invasion of 
Burma. 

He then joined the staff of Dr. Gor 
don Seagrave, famous Burma surgeon 
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Peace Corps Problem 

Peace Corps volunteers were already 

at work in Ghana and ready to begin in 

several other countries, but back in 

Washington the administration was still 

tussling with a principle: Should the 

Peace Corps sign contracts to work 

through sectarian agencies? 

As of late September, the Peace ¢ Orps 

had not as yet signed such a contract, but 

policy makers were known to be toying 

with the idea. 

President Kennedy has already signed 

into law the bill which establishes the 

Peace Corps as a permanent agency, but 
Congress did not specify any safeguards 

iwainst intrusion upon the principle ot 

separation ol church and state. 

The Hard Way Home 

Ihe only home he ever knew was the 

Baptist orphanage at Petah Tiqva and 

Edward Salim Zoumut, now 16, wanted 

to return. But authorities in Jordan took 

a dim view of allowing the boy to cross 

the Jerusalem border to get back into 

Israel. So, for more than eight months 
since he came to the Old City to pay his 

refugee parents a Christmas visit, the 

young Arab has been stranded. What's 

more, he had been placed in a Roman 

Catholic boarding school, where, accord- 

ing to Religious News Service, “he com- 

plained of being unhappy.” 

Che Israel Baptist Convention, mean- 

while, sought desperately to have the 

boy returned legally, but to no avail. The 
situation took a strange turn one day 

last month when Jordanian police picked 

up two men who had been seriously in- 

jured in a land mine explosion in no 

man’s land. One was Dr. Robert Lindsey, 

a highly-respected Southern Baptist mis- 
sionary from Norman, Oklahoma. The 

other was Edward Salim Zoumut. 

Lindsey was arrested on charges that 

he had tried to smuggle the boy back to 
Israel. He was placed in the prison ward 
of a government hospital, where subse- 
quently one of his feet was amputated. 

Che boy suffered an eye injury. 
Lindsey, a noted Bible scholar, has 

served as a missionary to Israel for the 
past 16 years. He had been translating 
the New Testament into modern He- 

brew and had served as a judge in the 
international Bible contest held in Jeru- 
salem in 1958. With his wife and six 

children, Lindsey lived in Tiberias. 

Israeli authorities requested officials in 
Jordan to return Lindsey to Israel. They 

indicated they would not prosecute him 
for the illegal crossing in view of “his 
sincere motives.” 
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PEOPLE: WORDS AND EVENTS 

Deaths: Dr. Conrad Arthur Moehl 

man, 82, retired professor of church 

cation, English, and drama at Pacific 

Bible Seminary, Miss Mary Harding 

. as editor of the Scripture Union history at Rochester Theological Sem 

inary now the ¢ olgate Roc heste r Di 

vinity School); in Avon Park, Florida 

. . » Hermon Fisk Bell, 81, author of 

three books on religion and theology; 

publication, Every Girl's Magazine, 

Vrs. I. Hills ( otterill. 

Resignation: As executive secre 

in Brooklyn, New York .. . G. Sidney tary of the Associated Church Press, 

Phelps, 86, former YMCA executive the Rev. Alfred P. Klauser, a Reserve 

in the Far East; in Greenwich, Con \rmy chaplain whose unit began a 

necticut. tour of extended active duty October 

1. Klauser was recently promoted to 

Appointments: As dean of [lli- the rank of full colonel. 

nois Weslevan University, Everette L. 

Walkei 

studies at the Southern Baptist Theo man, 

Retirement: Dr. Ralph W. Sock 

minister of Christ Church, 

\lethodist, New York, ettective De 

cember 31. Sockman has served the 

as director of graduate 

logical Seminary in Louisville, Ken 
tucky, Dr. Kay Summers . . . as pro- 

fessor of Old Testament literature at church for more than 44 years—and 

Princeton Theological Seminary, Dr. 
James Barr 

for the initial term of the Near East 

School of Archaeological and Bibli- 
cal Studies in Jerusalem, Dr. Bastiaan 

Van Elderen, Dr. R. Laird Harris, 

Dr. Stanley Horton, and Dr. Joseph 

Free . . . as professor of Christian edu 

thereby holds a record among Method 

as faculty members ist ministers. 

Election: As president of the 

House of Deputies of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church, Clifford P. More- 
house, New York publisher of literary 

materials for the church. 

| The card portrays the kingly star of David, a servant of God who looked 

| forward to the coming of the King of kings. But the kingship of Christ, 

symbolized by the color white for resurrection, is only won by means 

of suffering and death, here depicted by the crown of thorns, This is 

Christmas card No, 301-4. Sacred 

Design, 840 Colorado Avenue South, sacred deg f) 

Minneapolis 16, Minnesota, ASSOCIATES 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY 

GOLDEN PIN AWARD 

Eutychus Foundation recorded this inter- 

view from its Annual Good Humor 

Award ceremonies. (Commercials are 

omitted, 

MC: Delighted to have you here, Euty 

chus. We know your column is meant 

to be amusing. Are we entering a period 

of good humor in church? Are there now 
more preachers in the red than pulpit 

pinks? 

E: Yes, there is a marked increase in 

ecclesiastical humor, intentional and un 

intentional. The standard pulpit jokes 

are more used than ever. 

VIC: Standard jokes? Is there an official 

list? 

E: Not exactly. It is a matter of unwrit 

ten tradition. Now and then a noncon 

forming minister will use another, but 

the last joke to secure universal consent, 

ab omnibus, is Cal Coolidge’s remark 

about the preacher who was against sin. 

It seems that “Silent Cal” was coming 

home from church, and. . 

MC: Yes, yes. 1 see what you mean, 

These canonical jokes are well known. 

But wouldn’t a little fresh humor help? 

E: Oh, no. You will recall the quatrain: 

“All my fathers have been churchmen, 

Nineteen hundred years or so 

And to every new suggestion 

They have always answered, Nol’ 

This is the rule for humor; untested jokes 

are very dangerous. 

MC: But isn’t the risk worthwhile? I 

heard no less a preacher than Billy Gra- 

ham tell an excellent ecclesiastical joke. 

He said that a preacher had a dream. He 

dreamed that he was preaching; he woke 

up—and he was! 

E: Heh, heh! That's very good, and its 

not in the tradition. But it’s dangerous. 

After Dr. Graham told it, he had to ex- 

plain that he wasn’t really sleepy, but 

was enjoying some kind of euphoria. And 
when I tried to tell it, and didn’t pause 

long enough after “he woke up” . . 
MC: What about situation humor? I've 

enjoyed reports about a Philadelphia rec 

tor who billed the British crown several 

thousand dollars for a church fence con- 

fiscated by the Royal Artillery during the 
Revolutionary War: $18 plus interest! 
E: Very whimsical, but I couldn’t con- 

vince my cab-driver that it was a joke. 
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EUTYCHUS and his kin 

He thought this church money-raising 
scheme would divide the West. No, the 

Old Reliables are better. People recognize 

them as jokes and know when to laugh. 
MC: Well, has the winner of the Golden 

Pin Award been announced? 

E: Yes, it is Joe Bayly, for his charming 
farce, The Gospel Blimp. 

MC: But there isn’t a conventional joke 

in that book. If standard jokes are .. . 
E: Who needs a book for the Old Reli- 

ables? And Joe has a last chapter in 
which he explains his joke in the best 

ecclesiastical tradition. | should now like 

EUTYCHUS 

WE GROPE IN DARKNESS 

Dr. Wilbur Smith, in his article “The 
Holy Bible” (Aug. 28 issue), is to be 

commended for his great Christian fer- 

vor in supporting the authority of the 

Bible. . . . But, with all due respect. . . 

he betrays a weakness in attacking Bishop 

to pin this on him. . . 

G. Bromley Oxnam of The Methodist 

Church. 

Bishop Oxnam has expressed difficulty 

in understanding the Virgin Birth. There 
are many ministers in our land today of 

the highest personal integrity who feel 

that it is not absolutely essential to a 

positive Christian faith, When . . . an 

intellectual roadblock, many ministers 

have very wisely advised their constitu 

ents to circumvent the issue and move 

forward in more positive areas. . . . 

Perhaps one of the most difficult prob- 

lems to explain to the human mind in- 

volves the Resurrection. The school of 

opinion that insists upon a physical res 

urrection will not satisfy a scientifically 

penetrating mind. . . . On the other 
hand, the “Metamorphosis Theory” 

which calls for a mighty act of infinite 

power . . . is far more satisfying to the 
scientific mind. . . . God's infinite power 

was demonstrated in the Resurrection 

and we still grope in darkness seeking an 
accurate explanation. 

It becomes difficult to understand why 

Dr. Wilbur Smith 

to attack Bishop Oxnam. 

Shelton, Conn. Rosert Ericson 

CREEPING LIBERALISM? 

I was amazed at your report of the 

Wisconsin-Missouri break (News, Aug. 

28 issue) which began: “Creeping Lib. 

... feels constrained 

October 13, 1961 

eralism within the Lutheran Church— 
Missouri Synod constituency was dealt 
a dramatic rebuke by a sister synod.” 

. . . It is not “creeping liberalism” in 
Missouri. It is “creeping Christianity” in 

Wisconsin that has caused the split. . . . 
Wisconsin objects to such things as Boy 
Scouts, Army chaplains, etc. . . 

Missouri refuses to “creep” along. The 
King’s business requires haste. 
Warren, Pa. HERMAN BIELENBERG 

This opening sentence reveals an editorial 

stand on the . . . controversy which has 

been the subject of delicate negotiation 
and long deliberations . . . not to mention 
an exceptional amount of forbearance and 

patience, . . . rivaled only by the Geneva 

atom test talks... . Wayne SAFFEN 

Graham Taylor Chapel 

Chicago, IIl. 

In your editorial (i.e., news report). . . 

you pontificate. May this Missouri Synod 
pastor suggest that such a lead sentence 
dealt a dramatic rebuke to the primary 
canons of honest journalism (accuracy, 
fairness, objectivity) as well as two _pri- 

mary Christian virtues (charity and truth- 

fulness)... . 

Cuirorp L. BruEGGEMANN 

Lutheran House Director 

Detroit, Mich. 

| have considered the Missouri Synod 

members as watchmen on the walls of 

Zion for the pure doctrine. We (Ameri- 

can Lutheran) have never been pure 

enough for them. 
St. Paul, Minn. Oxvar Lysnes 

I am still pleased to belong to that church 
which Time magazine once labeled the 

“most conservative Protestant denomina- 

tion in America.” May God always keep 

it so. Ropert J. Martens 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

Beloit, Wisc. 

THE MESSIAH 

I enjoyed Dr. Henry's good article in the 
Aug. 28 issue. . . . I share with you the 
truth that both Israeli leaders and Chris- 
tian missionaries need to re-think their 
religious outlook. 

I am Jewish. I accepted Jesus Christ 
as my Jewish Messiah 42 years ago . . 
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October 13, 1961 CHRISTIANITY TODAY 

AN OPEN LETTER 
Dear Christian Leader: 

We thought of several different 

ways of telling you our little story 

with attractive displays, eye-catch- 

ing art, and the like. But finally we 

decided you would appreciate a 

simple, direct approach, so here goes. 

Three times a year we print what 

we call Personal Experience Issues 

of CBMC CONTACT magazine (Feb- 

ruary, June, September—though no 

date is shown on the cover). Their 

reception has been so phenomenal 

that we thought you might be inter- 

ested in adding one more amazingly 

effective way of witnessing to others. 

Scores of pastors, business and 

professional men are ordering up- 

wards of 25 extra copies of each 

Personal Experience Issue to hand 

out in their daily contacts—or to 

place in hospitals, jails, barber shops, 

doctor and dentist offices. 

Clarence Hall, Senior Editor of 

The Reader’s Digest, wrote us after 

reading one of the Personal Experi- 

ence Issues: “You have succeeded in 

making this a vitally interesting pub- 

lication filled with the personal ex- 

perience type of article that is al- 

ways so appealing to most readers. 

Congratulations.” If we had space, 

we could quote letters from Dr. V. 

Raymond Edman, Dr. Oswald J. 

Smith, and many other Christian 

leaders in praise of these Personal 

Experience Issues. 

As an introductory offer, we are 

willing to send you a complimentary 

copy of the September issue without 

obligation. Why? Because we be- 

lieve you will want to order a supply 

of extra copies of this and future 

Personal Experience Issues as hun- 

dreds of men are doing. 

Write today and ask for your free 

copy. (Sample titles: “Death at the 

Rose Bowl’, “Confessions of a Pros- 

ecuting Attorney’, “The Story of 

Vaughn Shoemaker”, “The Story of 

Charles Pitts’’, “I Escaped from the 

Russians.”) Just ask for Sept. PEI. 

Write to 

CBMCI, 127 S. Wacker Drive 
Chicago 6, Illinois 

T. E. MeCully David R. Enlow 

| and I have felt that I was a better Jew 
because I accepted what my Jewish Bible 

and Jewish prophets predicted, portrayed, 
and prophesied when I saw in Jesus of 
Nazareth the fulfillment of my hope 

and promise for my salvation. I had to 

change from my rabbinical, traditional, 

and ceremonial ideas to biblical Judaism. 
Hollywood, Calif. Meyer Tan-DitTer 

The incident (“Jewish Mobs Stone New 

Church in Jerusalem,” News, July 31 

issue) has been used by the Arabs .. . 

to mock Israeli “democracy” in relation 

to freedom of religion. . . . A further 

harm was antagonism among some ig- 

norant people in this country against 

Christian missionary activity. . . . 

Ihe people of Israel cannot be reached 

with the Gospel in the same manner as 

heathen in Africa, India, China, or other 

lands. . .. The Church of Christ mis- | 

sionaries were only asking for trouble 
when they brazenly opened their doors 

in an Orthodox Jewish district and of- 

fered inducements for Jewish children to 

attend their meetings. 
This is a touchy subject. . . . Millions 

of dollars have been raised . . . to “Save 

Our Children” from the mission schools. 

The Jews . . . have greatly exaggerated 
the numbers . . . and “harm” done to 

these children. . . . 

. . » In Israel today there is more ac- 

. than there was 

under the Protestant Christian Manda- 

tory Government... . 

tual religious freedom . . 

These things and many more have to 

and a 

proper evaluation can be made of a minor 

be known understood before 

., result of over-zealousness 

WititiuM L. Hutt 

Zion Christian Mission 

disturbance . . 

on both sides. 

Jerusalem, Israel 

EPISCOPACY AND ECUMENICS 

Thank you so very much for printing the 
article “The Apostolic Ministry” by Ro- 

land Thorwaldsen (July 17 issue)... . 

This in my experience is the view of 

Episcopacy believed in by at least 90 

per cent of Episcopalians. 

THomMas REGNARY 

St. Timothy’s Church 

Iola, Kan. 

It is significant to note the words of an 
Anglican, $. L. Greenslade, Canon Res- 

identiary of Durham Cathedral and Pro- 
fessor of Divinity at the University of 
Durham. Evaluating the teaching of 
Irenaeus and _ Tertullian 
heresy he emphasizes three significant 
points: (1) Their first concern is always 

for the preservation of true doctrine. 

concerning 

CC CL 

man 

NS t 
a seminary where the emphasis 

is Biblical . . . and benefit 
from scholarship with convic- 

tion. This ideal combination 
is yours when you train at 

DALIAS 
Write Dallas Theological Seminary, Dept. 
CD, 3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4, Texas 

BEHIND THE SKYSCRAPERS» 
A documentary vividly portraying Skid Row, U.S.A. 
Striking musical background by Win Stracke including 
14 original songs that tell the aleoholic’s story. Jack 
Mabley, feature writer, says, “‘The most dramatic 
shots I have ever seen on film and somewhat terrifying 
vecause they are truth.”’ 

16mm sound film, 28 minutes. Color $175; black 
nd white $100. Write today! 

NATIONAL WCTU 
1730 Chicago Ave. Evanston, Hil. 

TOE 
FURNITURE 
rv) WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 

AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 

J.P REDINGTON & Co. 

Dept. CT 

RUNNING TIME: 28 MIN. 

Rente! 10.00 

Purchese 125.00 

Block & White 

UTE ORM SR ae et oe 

P.O. BOX 275 LA HABRA, CALIFORNIA 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY 

Make your teaching 
more effective... 

by using 

| FULL COLOR 
FILMSTRIPS 

important Biblical events 

recreated with dramatic realism! 

Live photography, authentic costumes and 
settings! Record with each set contains 
all narration. All sets have Screenette 

(exclusive with Concordia) . . . a special viewing 
screen inside the lid. Can be used in daylight! 

© OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES. 

4 sets (total of 14 strips) that bring the great 

personalities to life. 

@ THE LIVING BIBLE SERIES. 

7 sets (total of 22 strips) on Christ's life 

Get full details from your dealer —or WRITE TODAY 

FOR NEW FILMSTRIP CATALOG 

oncordia 
FILMS 

SAVE 75c 
ON THESE 

» » 3 STIRRING BOOKS 
OF LANDS IN 
TURMOIL! 

.+-A TRIAD IN WHICH 

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

\ IS SEEN IN PERIL! 
Oe eo 
ont Must”’ reading for every 
é Christian concerned about 

the threat of Communism 
to the Gospel. 

SET OF 3 BOOKS $575 

Regular retail price $6.50, special 
(This offer expires November 30, 1961) 

1. CHINA 

“COME WIND, COME WEATHER” 
Leslie T. Lyall, a veteran of 22 years in China 
documents the thrilling yet disturbing story of the 
church in Communist China today. Reg. price $2.00 

2. LATIN AMERICA 

“EVANGELISM IN DEPTH" 
With Communist agitators pouring into these 
countries, it is encouraging to read the story of a 

God-blessed effort to saturate Nicaragua with the 
Gospel, as told by members of the Latin America 
Mission. Reg. price $2.25 

3. AFRICA 

“MUFFLED DRUMBEATS IN THE CONGO” 
William Deans, missionary to Congo for over 30 
years, tells what led to the upheaval, of the long 

and perilous exodus from the ravaged land—and 
the light of hope! Reg. price $2.25 

GET ALL THREE TODAY—SAVE 75c¢ 

At Your Christian Bookstore 

MOODY PRESS + CHICAGO 10 
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“They 

with 

are only secondarily concerned 

the \ the institu- 

tional Church is maintained in being. 
Ca)" 

means by which 

‘... the apostolic succession in 

question consists in the line of bishops 

in each local church, not a chain of con- 

secrator and consecrated, .” “Apos- 

tolic succession always means (this) in 

the early Church.” (3) There is no par 

ticular stress on their being bishops. “The 
argument does not stand or fall by epis- 
copacy. “The essential point,” as 

Greenslade observes, “is that there should 

be an orderly succession of responsible 

ministers in each local church” (Early 

Latin Theology, ed. by S. L. Greenslade, 
Library of Christian Classics, Vol. V, 

Westminster Press, 1956, pp: 28-29). 

So far as any hope for a greater unity 

(not necessarily organic union) among 

various Protestant communions . . . is 

concerned, the view Calvin held of the 

ministry of the Church is far more help- 

ful. . . . It may be briefly summed up 

. as follows: The ministry is Christ’s 

gift to His Church, of which he is both 

her foundation and only head. The min- 

istry is validated by the apostolic marks 

of preaching and teaching the Word 
(canon), and administering the Sacra- 

ments according to the institution of 
Christ. Christ is the Church’s true 

Bishop; all ministries derive from his 

and are corporately held in his. The 

Church’s unity depends upon union 

with Christ himself, and not upon a 

monarchical bishop, though he may be 

a useful instrument. The apostolic suc 

cession of the ministry is dependent upon 

Christ’s gift to the Church and his 
secret call to men, and their exercise of 
their calling (Word and Sacraments). 

Ranks, administration, are political only, 

not divinely ordained. Therefore, the 

Church must employ that polity which 

will in no way obscure the headship of 

Christ to his Church. The form, obey- 

ing this principle, will vary accorditig 
to the circumstances and by what will 

best exalt Christ. 

Such an understanding of the minis- 

try to the Church would permit mutual 

recognition of ministries and intercom- 
munion of members the two great 

stumbling blocks between Anglicans and 
Presbyterians. Rosert K. Goopwin 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

Burbank, Calif. 

All talk of reunion must begin with a 

common faith in one Redeemer. 

What are the God-chosen means of pre- 

serving and spreading this faith among 
men? The Bible is one of these. The 

effective signs of Baptism and Commun- 

ion, specifically commanded by our Lord, 
are another. To the vast majority of 
those believing in the divinity of Christ 
(Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Anglican 

Old Catholic, etc.) there is yet another, 

and this is the apostolic ministry. Long 
before our present canon of Scripture was 

fixed the biblical titles of bishop, priest 
(presbyter), and deacon were given to 

those who through the scriptural rite of 
laying on of hands were set apart to carry 
on the evangelical and disciplinary work 
of the Apostles. . . . As a preliminary to 

to ask the 
\ receive once 

again that safeguard which they have 
lost? Epwin C. WEBSTER 
Church of St. Margaret, Episcopal 

Margarita, Canal Zone 

RIGHT AND LEFT 

Couldn’t help laughing at the actions of 

much 

brethren-in-the-minority to 

reunion, is it too 

some of the ministers withdrawing from 
the Louisville Area Council of Churches 
in protest against its retention of Dr. 
Magruder as executive director (News, 
July 17 issue). 

Were I a gambler I would wager heavy 
odds that these righteous Pharisees have 
never attempted similar action over a 
leftist member of their holy council. 
Arkport, N. Y. Morais J. Reppour 

FOR THE RECORD 

We are more than ever convinced that 

“all” is a rather large word in spite of 
its only having three letters. In the July 
17 issue (News) it was stated that “All 

Evangelical and Reformed congregations 
became a part of the new church auto 

matically” (United Church of Christ). 

For the sake of the record, we 

know two of these congregations have 

remained outside of the union, keeping 

their property. . . . Both of these are in 

Ohio—one at and the other at 

Akron. Harotp V. Kun 

Presbyterian Church 

Spencer, W. Va. 

Xenia 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD 

A. C. M. Ahlen makes the 

statement that “The Apology to the 

Augsburg Confession specifically states 
that prayers for the dead are not for 

bidden” (July 17 issue). As the sentence 

stands, it is very misleading. No doubt 
Prof. Ahlen refers to Article XXIV “Of 

the Mass,” specifically to section “Of the 

Mass for the Dead” (De missa pro de- 
functis), There it says in section 94: 
“Now, as regards the adversaries’ citing 
the Fathers concerning the offering for 

the dead, we know that the ancients 

speak of prayer for the dead, which we 
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number today. Ten or more copies to 

one address, 7¢ per copy, postpaid. . 
Consignment orders may be arranged. 
Individual yearly subscriptions by mail, ; 
$1; three years for $2. Order from 

Dept. Q | 
— 

* 
2 a | 

The world’s most widely used daily devotional guide 

38 Editions — 32 Languages 
1908 Grand Avenue Nashville 5, Tenn. 

do not prohibit.” However, if he will 

read the preceding paragraph, he will 
note what is meant: “It appears there- 

CHRISTIANITY TODAY 

_ YOUR TEACHER'S | 
fore that the Greeks made an offering 

as thanksgiving, and do not apply it as a | 
satisfaction for punishment.” Every time | 

a member in our congregation dies, we | 

have a prayer, thanking God for having 
brought him to faith in Christ and be- | 
seeching Him to comfort the survivors. | 

This is something quite different from | 

what the Roman Catholic church under- | 

stands under praying for the dead. 
L. W. Fau.stick 

Highland Park Lutheran Church 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

It might be well to note that in the 
Smalcald Articles Luther is supposed to | 

have made this question of prayers for | 

the dead debatable CII, ii). A thoughtful | 
study of his words in the Smalcald Arti- | 

cles ought to convince anyone that it was 

not Luther's intention to make this point | 

debatable any more than it was his | 

intention to make another point in the | 

immediate 

whether 

context debatable—namely, 

Augustine without Scripture 

could establish articles of faith! Luther | 

merely indicates that if his adversaries | 

abolished “the traffic in masses” he would | 

then discuss these other two points with | 

them, too; but it is an entirely unsup- | 

- ported assumption that he therefore con- | 

sidered these matters debatable. It would, | 

no doubt, require a whole volume such | : 

as Dr. H. Martinsen-Larson wrote to de- | 

fend this practice among Lutherans; but | 
a mere careful reading of the few pas- | 
sages in our Lutheran Confessions which 
refer to this matter will make it evident | 

at once that prayers for the dead, in the | 

sense in which President Kennedy urged 

them, find no approval in our Confes- 

sional writings. 
Holy Cross Lutheran 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

MODERN ASSYRIANS 

A report in the March 27 issue (News) 

states, “After 40 years of wandering in 

H. A. Huts 

a ‘modern’ wilderness, 48 refugee fami- | 

lies who still speak Christ’s native lan- 

guage of Aramaic will be given new, 
permanent homes this summer by the 
World Council of Churches.” It con- 

tinues, “They are a group of refugees 

from Armenia. .. .” 

While there are large numbers of 

Aramaic-speaking Armenians, most people 

whose natural language is that of Christ 

are Assyrians. ... The 195 men, women, 

and children in the 48 families are . . 
Assyrians. Hersert B. Quoyoon 
Forest Hills, N. Y. 

- 

I C] Please send illustrated brochure on new POLY- i 
VUE Filmstrip projector. 

RICHARD Manufacturing Co. 
BOX 2041, VAN NUYS 2, CALIF. 

as ready. Enclosed $2.00, (Delivery guaranteed 
i [-] RUSH — ‘“'Filmstrip Ideas For My Church’’ soon 

or money refunded.) 
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a... 2 
HYMNS 

YOU LOVE 

Hymns For Praise and Service contains 
every one of the nation's 21 favorite hymns 
as listed in Christian Herald poll. You'll 
find — favorites too in our newest 

ms 387 FINEST 
SELECTED HYMNS 

e 122 standard hymns of the ages 
e120 hymns used continuously for 50 
years 

¢ 65 Familiar gospel hymns like “The Old 
Rugged Cross” and “In the Garden” 

e 25 gospel hymns of more recent popu- 
larity like “He Lives” and “Beyond the 
Sunset” 

¢ 30 new gospel hymns that we believe 
will become the favorites of tomorrow 

¢ 25 short choruses for youth meetings 
¢ 37 scripture readings for Sundays, 
Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter and 
Special Services 

¢ Complete alphabetical index with title 
and first line of hymn and chorus 

¢ Topical index with 85 divisions 

$1.40 in quantity prey! yf: 

Write for 

OU Se ESE ay 
129 Ninth St., Winona Lake, Indiana 

Send Free Examination Copy 
Hymns For Praise and Service 

ne) 0) Pastor O) S.S. Supt. © Cr 0 

yr Ww Probably Be Needed) 

Fill in Coupon Comp y 

Ce ee en 
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CURRENT MOOD OF OUR CENTURY: ALIENATION 

Modern Thinkers Series, edited by David H. Freeman (Presbyterian and 

Reformed Publishing Co., 

Riessen (51 pp., $1.25); Sartre, by 

Kierkegaard, by S. U. Zuidema (50 pp., 

1960, 8 paperbacks): Nietzsche, by H. Van 

S. U. Zuidema (57 pp., 

$1.25); Barth, by A. 

$1.50); 

D. R. 

Polman (68 pp., $1.50); Bultmann, by Herman Ridderbos (* pp-, $1.25); 

Niebuhr, by G. Brilenburg Wurth (41 pp-, $1.50); Dewey 

Clark (69 pp., $1.50); and Van * 

, by Gordon H. 

Til, by Rousas J. Rushdoony CS1 pp., 
$1.25), are reviewed by Robert D. Knudsen, Assistant Professor of Apolo- 

getics, Westminster T heological 

been witness to a 

profound shift of mood. This shift is 

not very apparent in public life in Amer- 

Our century has 

ica, but it has had a very deep influence 

on our world of letters, particularly in 

theology. Generally the newer mentality 

is spoken of as a departure from the 

of the 

an unhinging 
nineteenth 

of 

earlier antitheses, or at least the placing 

optimistic idealism 

century. It involves 

of them in new settings. There has been 
and even of 

itself, 
“beyond 

a change of moral values, 

the evaluation of morality as epi- 

tomized in Nietzsche's good 

and evil.” In place of the feeling of 
being at home in one’s universe, there 

has come a sense of alienation from one’s 

world and from oneself. The innovators 

take a stance against the Enlightenment 

and the conceptions of human reason, 
will, and technical progress which they 

to it. The 

has of necessity involved a criticism, 

attribute shift of sentiment 

as 

in Oswald Spengler, of our humanistic 
Western culture, and of some of its most 

hallowed traditions. It may fairly be 

said that today the philosophy of existen- 

tialism most clearly expresses this change 

of mood and that it tries to answer the 

problems of our time on a level which 

it feels has yet been little explored. 

How is the evangelical mind to assess 

this shift? 

challenging because the newer mind has 

itself interpreted the shift as being un- 

friendly to orthodoxy. Paul 

Tillich, who shares this point of view, 

This question is especially 

For instance, 

has associated evangelical thinking with 
the spirit of the Enlightenment, and 

criticizing the latter has set the Reforma- 
tion in what must seem to the orthodox 

Christian to 

light. 

Fortunately the orthodox Christian is 
not altogether without help in making 

this The 

for instance, 

be an altogether strange 

Modern 

in the vol- 

assessment. above 

Chinkers Series, 

Seminary, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

umes presently available and those yet 

in the planning stage, should offer con 

siderable aid. Each of the 

presently available deals either with a 

contributions 

thinker who is symptomatic of this shift 

or who has wrestled with it. 

Professor Van Riessen, of the Institute 

of Technology in Delft, 

portrays the saga of a man, 

Nietzsche, 

Holland, vividly 

Friedrich 

who tried to set himself un 

(“God is 

dead”) and the bourgeois culture which 

he thought was the product of the deca- 

compromisingly against God 

dent influence of Christianity. Faced 

with the resulting nihilism, he pro- 

claimed the supremacy of the will to 

power of the superman as the meaning 

of life, 

again as his ultimate became the law of 

only to fall into meaninglessness 

eternal recurrence. Nietzsche was a con- 

scious opponent of Christ; nevertheless, 

he was forced to admit his admiration 

for him, and he framed a philosophy that 

has been said to be unthinkable apart 

from the of the 

Nazareth. 

In this series the thinker who most 

influence man from 

closely approximates Nietzsche is Jean- 

Paul Sartre. Professor Zuidema, of the 

Free University of Amsterdam, finds in 

Sartre’s thought a radical freedom philos- 
ophy in which man elects himself as sov- 

ereign in place of God, and creates him- 

self in negation of the world and of his 

own past. For this view of freedom, says 

Zuidema, 

isolation and _ nihilism, 

Sartre must pay the price of 

eventuating 

philosophy of frustration. 

In the two preceding thinkers there 
is the fruit of a methodical elimination 

of God. The result is the 

counter with 

in a 

radical en- 

nothingness meaning- 
lessness which is one of the hallmarks of 

existentialistic thinking. In the follow- 
ing treatise, Kierkegaard, Professor Zui 
dema portrays the so-called “father of 

existentialism” who sought to incorporate 

or 
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new ideas for 

NEW TESTAMENT PREACHING! 

through the NEW TESTAMENT 

book by book with 

PRACTICAL PREACHING HELPS: 

PROCLAIMING te 
WEW TESTAMENT 

RALPH G. TURNBULL, General Editor 

With Outstanding Contributions by 16 Well Known 
Preachers and Writers 

Every Passage of Scripture Selected is Studied by Means of 
the Following Outline: 

* Historical Setting * Practical Aim 
* Expository Meaning * Homiletic Form 
* Doctrinal Value 
THE HEART OF EACH NEW TESTAMENT CHAPTER CARE- 
FULLY EXPOUNDED FOR TODAY’S MAN IN THE PULPIT, 
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the encounter with nothingness into the 

experience of God. 

Zuidema’s monograph is organized 
around the question of the relationship 

between Kierkegaard’s analysis of human 

existence and the absolute Paradox, God 

manifest in the flesh. He concludes that 

in Kierkegaard there is already a seculari- 

zation of Christian concepts; human ex 

istence is understood apart from the rev 

in Christ. There is in Kierke 

gaard himself a point of contact both for 

elation 

the existentialists who desire an existen- 

tial analysis of man apart from the In 

carnation and for the dialectical theo- 

logians who desire to elaborate on the 

revelation in Christ apart from any ref 

erence to human existence. Zuidema con 

cludes that as Kierkegaard’s thought 
moves between these two poles he 

emerges with an untenable and contra 

dictory synthesis of a distorted Christian 

faith. 

It is, of course, Karl Barth who has 

increasingly sought to interpret Chris 

tianity in Kierkegaard’s spirit without 

any reference to an existential analysis 
of the human situation. Professor A. D. 

R. Polman of the theological seminary 

of the Reformed Churches in the Neth- 

erlands, Kampen, sets Barth’s Romans in 

an unusual light and then proceeds to 
expound and discuss his views on the 

Word, predestination, and creation, as 

presented in the Church Dogmatics. Pol 

man sees in Romans a book whose teach- 

ings are not simply to be affirmed or 
denied but whose conscious exaggera 
tions are intended to arouse a lethargic 

Christendom to battle 

theology. After a sympathetic and some- 
and immanence 

times even irenic exposition of each of 

Pol- 

man proceeds to a controntation of 

the Word of God, 

as understood by orthodoxy. In 

the doctrines under consideration, 

Barth’s views with 

\ each 

case, he discovers that Barth has ap 

proached the Word of God with a pre 

established framework. Throughout, Pol- 

man has an eye for Barth’s actualism, 

which he discovers as Barth’s attempted 

answer to nihilism. He could, however, 

have made this theme more central both 

in his expositions and criticisms. 

It is, on the other hand, Rudolf Bult 

mann who, of all New Testament schol- 

ars, seeks to understand the Christian 

message in terms of an existential analy 

sis of man’s situation, after having re- 
lieved it of the supposedly mythical form 

in which it has been transmitted to us by 

the biblical writers. As Professor Ridder- 

bos, Professor of New 

Kampen, sees it, the problem for Bult 

Testament at 

mann is whether a person who no longer 
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thinks in mythological terms can find 

divine redemptive proclamation within 

the redemptive act, described in the New 

Testament as a mythical event, and 

within the person of Jesus, conceived of 

as a mythical divine person. In what is 

one of the clearest expositions of the en- 

tire series, Ridderbos presents a respect- 

ful analysis of Bultmann’s existential po- 

sition; nevertheless, he concludes that 

Bultmann’s reconstruction of the New 

Testament message is a failure and is 
itself a greater unlikelihood than the sup 
posed mythical world view he is intent 

on eliminating. 
Another thinker who has busied him- 

self with myth is Reinhold Niebuhr. In- 

stead of relinquishing so-called “mythi- 
cal” expression altogether, he developed 
what he earlier presented as a “mythical 

theology.” Professor Brilenburg Wurth, 
also of Kampen, traces Niebuhr’s devel- 

opment from his early break with liberal- 

ism to his mature theological expression, 

especially with regard to the redemptive 
work of Christ and the revelation of the 

kingdom of God. The monograph con- 
cludes with a general evaluation. Wurth 
finds that Niebuhr lacks a clear-cut bib- 

lical starting point, and misunderstands 
such doctrines as the creation; instead, 

he is influenced by existentialism, and 

thinks within the framework of the Kier- 

kegaardian dialectic of time and eternity. 
In Wurth’s presentation there are lapses 

in detail; however, he is one of the few 

who in their evaluation of Niebuhr have 

subjected the basic dialectical structure 
of his thought to scrutiny. 

The next volume, Dewey, by Professor 
Gordon H. Clark of Butler University, 

is of a different genre. It is, first of all, 
an original contribution to the series, the 
treatises mentioned heretofore having 
appeared in Dutch as chapters of a sym- 

posium, Thinkers of Our Time. Further- 
more, it deals with pragmatism or instru- 
mentalism, which is one of the main 

objects of attack by the existentialists. 

But as Clark passes Dewey's philosophy 

under review and analyzes his views of 

science, values, and logic, he concludes 
that Dewey is also an irrationalist. Dewey 

eliminates eternal ideals and attempts to 

base values on a scientific experimental 

basis. Clark argues that science offers no 
basis for establishing ultimate values. 
Thus Dewey’s sense of values must de- 

pend upon nothing more than his own 
personal preferences. Not even the law 
of contradiction is safe when descending 
into the maelstrom of Dewey's philoso- 

phy of flux. Clark’s presentation, on his 

Christian rationalistic presuppositions, is 

more technical as it gathers momentum; 

iv 

tre 

th 

Or 

an 

th 

tu 



ent 

ssor 

sity, 

all, 
the 

‘ing 
ym- 

her- 

tru- 

ain 

ists. 

phy 

s of 

ides 
wey 

's to 

ntal 

s no 

ues. 

de- 

own 

law 

ding 
loso- 

1 his 

S, is 

tum; 

October 13, 1961 

but everything except the last section is 

understandable for one who does not 

have a specialized philosophical training. 
The last essay deals with one who has 

set the Christian world and life view 

sharply against both the older idealism 

and the newer pragmatic and existen- 
tialistic thought. In his essay, Van Til, 
Rousas J. Rushdoony, minister of the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church of Santa 

Cruz, California, and editor of another 

series in the same International Library 

of Philosophy and Theology, presents us 
with a clever chapter, “The Emperor Has 

No Clothes,” taken from a larger work 

on the philosophy of Van Til. He has 
preceded this with an introduction in 

which he presents a more general ap- 
proach to the background and the present 
crisis of Western thought. In contrast 
to classical Greek thought, modern man 

has made time central, but failing to see 
it on the background of God's counsel 
and his covenant, it has fallen into irra- 

tionalism. With broad and sometimes 

bold strokes Rushdoony pictures contem- 

porary philosophy as a flight from reality. 
He is correct that there is a crisis and 
that this crisis is connected with the in- 

ability to solve the problem of reality, 

cope with the threat of nothingness; oa 
his discussion throws especially the ex- 

istentialistic philosophy into a perspective 

that is somewhat alien to me. He is 

aware that the existentialistic position 

demands the encounter with nothingness, 
if one is to come to himself or to God. 

He is, however, apparently little aware 

that for the existentialists nothingness 

and man’s alienation from himself and 

from his world are problems with which 

they start and which they try mightily to 
overcome. To my mind this is a forlorn 

and hopeless effort on their part, since 

they first of all give autonomous man 
full sway, and then and only then seek 

to reconstruct a new foundation of mean- 
ing beyond nihilism. As Rushdoony 
points out, the school of Christian philos- 
ophy developed by Abraham Kuyper 

points out a different way which chal- 
lenges autonomous man at the outset and 

demands that philosophy be built upon 
the only true foundation, the message 
of the Scriptures. 
Though brief and necessarily fragmen- 

tary in treatment, these treatises should 

nevertheless provide stimulating reading, 
especially for the Christian college stu- 
dent who is faced by the need to find 
his balance intellectually in a perennially 
dificult world. This is particularly so, 

since the authors to a man have a high 
view of the inspiration of the Scriptures 
and seek, with whatever nuance of ap- 
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proach their particular methods may en 

tail, to found their thinking and their 

| evaluations of contemporary trends firmly 

Word of God. 
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Great Personalities of the New Tes- 

tament, by William Sanford LaSor 

(Revell, 1961, 192 pp., $3) 

viewed by F. E. Faculty of 

, is re 

Bruce, 

Manches- Theology, University of 

ter, Manchester, England. 

We this 

companion volume to Dr. LaSor’s earlier 

work, Great Personalities of the Old Tes- 

The New ° 

whit behind the Old in biographical in- 

give a hearty welcome to 

tament. Testament is not a 

terest, and Dr. LaSor makes the principal 

New 

again before our eyes in these pages. 

“The Full- 

which sketches the his 

characters of the Testament live 

A preliminary chapter on 

ness of Time,” 

torical and cultural setting of the New 
Testament narrative, is followed by a 

Dr. LaSor is 

well acquainted with the new back 

ground which recent years have supplied 
for the ministry of John, but he reminds 

| us of the important features which dis 

tinguish him from the ascetics of Qum- 

ran. 
Three New Testament personalities 

are sufficiently important to receive two 

chapters each: one (of course) is our 

Lord (“Jesus the Son of Man” and “The 
Triumphant Christ”), the second is the 

the Twelve (“Simon Bar 

“Peter the Rock”), 

Lord’s chief herald among 

(“Saul of Tarsus” and 

Paul the Apostle”). Without the slight 
est modification of the historic Christian 

leader of 

Jonah” and and the 

third is the 

the Gentiles 

faith about the person of our Lord, Dr. 

LaSor brings out impressively the reality 

of His manhood. 

“Peter the Rock” 

English Bible rendering of Matthew 16: 
18; Dr. LaSor’s exposition of that text 

holds “that Jesus was designating Peter 
as the Rock on which He was beginning 
the building of His Church” (p. 

With regard to Paul’s ministry it is good 

The chapter-heading 

reminds us of the New 

73). 

to note the espousal of the south Gala 

tian interpretation: “travel in Galatia 

will convince all but the most stubborn” 

(p. 109, n. 2). Dr. LaSor is also un 

doubtedly in his view that Paul 

spent the 10 years of obscurity before 

him to Antioch 

“preaching in the province around his 

Cp. 123). 

Other chapters deal with the Virgin 

Mary, the family at Bethany, 

right 

Barnabas _ brought 
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Stephen, Barnabas and Mark, Luke, 

Priscilla and Aquila, Timothy and Titus, 

Thomas, “John the Theologian” (apostle, 

evangelist, and seer). Eath chapter is 
full of points of interest, frequently oc- 

casioning surprise and sometimes dis- 
agreement, but always provoking thought 

and fresh reference to the sacred text. 
It is a pleasure to commend this book 

unreservedly. F. F. Bruce 

EPWORTH AND OXFORD 

The Young Mr. Wesley, by V. H. 
H. Green (Arnold, 1961, 342 pp., 

35s.), is reviewed by A. Skevington 
Wood, Minister, Southlands Metho- 

dist Church, York, England. ’ 

Of books on John Wesley there seem 
to be no end, and only an author with 
something genuinely new to disclose can 
justifiably claim attention. Dr. Green, 

Fellow and Senior Tutor of Wesley’s 
wn college at Oxford (Lincoln), es- 

tablishes this right and has, indeed, filled 
a considerable gap in our understanding 

of Wesley's pre-conversion years. He has 

utilized not only the researches of Léger 
ind Schmidt, which are unavailable in 

English, but also, and more significantly, 
Wesley’s unpublished Oxford diaries. 

The result is a volume of exceptional 

interest to the historian, presented in a 

choice literary style which will appeal to 

general readers. The background of Wes- 
ley’s university career is greatly illumi- 
nated by Dr. Green’s specialist knowl- 

edge, and the home life of Epworth Rec- 
tory is depicted with unusual insight. 
We are not certain, however, whether 

Dr. Green fully appreciates what is in- 

volved in an evangelical conversion, and 

it is with evident reluctance that he con- 

cedes that this crisis did at least make 

‘some difference to John Wesley (p. 
287). His conclusion must rank as a 

classic understatement. 

This failure to penetrate the secret of 

Wesley’s warmed heart leads Dr. Green 

almost to regret the concentration of his 

interests on the God-given mission of 
evangelism. Leisure and he had parted 
company, and he no longer possessed 
either the time or the inclination to pur- 

sue the social round in which he had 
formerly participated. Indeed, what we 

learn here concerning the pleasure-loving 
Wesley prior to 1738 points up rather 
than minimizes the change of direction 

effected by his conversion, although Dr. 
Green does not seem altogether to real- 

ize this fact. 

He comes nearest to it when he speaks 
of Wesley’s dissatisfaction with his 

former way of life (p. 80). Yet he sus- 
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The pects such autobiographical confessions, 

particularly if made under the stress of ind 

emotional experience (p. 81), and “too start 

abundant religious zeal, more especially ue 

in its extreme Evangelical forms” (p. om 

171), as likely to produce a lack of bal wou 

ance. It is this basic antipathy which vers 

prevents Dr. Green from doing full jus exp! 

tice to the work of grace in Wesley. not 

A. S. Woop start 
} the 

| TO START A SERMON - 

| Proclaiming the New Testament, a vel 

series of homiletical comments and vit] 

ideas covering the New Testament nte 

and edited by Ralph G. Turnbull in § 

(Baker, 1961, first three vols.): The um 

Gospel of Matthew, by Herschel H. the 

Hobbs (135 pp-, $2.50); The Gos- the 

pel of Mark, by Ralph Earle, (119 

pp-, $2.50); and The Book of Acts, let 

by Ralph G. Turnbull, (161 pp., 19 

$2.75), are reviewed by Charles W. tho 

Koller, President, Northern Baptist sou 

Theological Seminary. N 
t 

Each author follows the prescribed ine 

pattern for the series and discusses every pre 

passage under the following heads: I. siti 
Historical Setting, I]. Expository Mean f 

ing, III. Doctrinal Value, IV. Practical pri 

Aim, and V. Homiletical Form. ply 

For the biblical preaching and teach im 

ing which the present generation so K« 

greatly needs, these volumes offer real s 
help in terms of sound interpretation and Lid 

stimulating flashes of insight. re 
The volume on The Gospel of Mat- pli 

thew, by Dr. Hobbs, contains 28 studies, in 

one on each chapter of this Gospel. It is ire 

intended to be “neither a commentary bu 

nor an exposition, nor a book of sermons, in: 

but an aid in sermon or devotional prep th 

aration, designed to save many precious RI 

hours of research.” To this purpose, the 

book is admirably adapted. The notes 

on the “Historical Setting” and the “Ex 

pository Meaning” should prove exceed 

ingly helpful along with the doctrinal, 
practical, and homiletical values. Gen 

erally three or four verses are covered in 

each study. The homiletical hints are 

fresh and stimulating with occasional in 

stances of slight straining to achieve par St 
allelism in the homiletical phrasing of i 

points. b 

The volume on The Gospel of Mark, si 
by Dr. Earle, is pleasingly fresh and 

crisp in style, with no words wasted. It 

contains 35 studies, with one to four 

studies based on each chapter of this 

Gospel. From each selected passage the 

author takes a text and develops it in the 

light of its context, with careful atten 
tion to exegesis and historical setting. 
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The result is, to a degree, both textual 

ind expository, and provides a good 

starting point from which the reader may 
proceed to his own homiletical or devo- 

tional development of the passage. It 

would be an added convenience if the 
verses included in each study had been 

expressly indicated. These studies are 

not intended to be sermons but sermon 

starters. And since they are not sermons, 

the thesis, application, and illustrations 

ire generally omitted. Each study is de- 
veloped around three points, and these, 

with considerable ingenuity, are brought 
into alliterative parallelism. As is usual 

in such a structural pattern, there is, at 

times, a slight stretching of words to fit 
the pattern, though not enough to mar 

the value of the studies. 

Dr. Turnbull’s studies in The Book of 
\cts cover all the 28 chapters. There are 

29 studies in all, calculated to stimulate 

thought, at the same time supplying 
sound interpretation and helpful flashes 

f insight. They are more in the nature 

f expository analysis than sermon out- 

lines; hence, there is generally no ex- 

pressed thesis or proposition and no tran- 

sition from the introduction to the body 

f the discussion. Illustrations are ap- 

propriately left for the individual to sup- 

ply from his own experience, observation, 

ind reading. The “Historical Setting” of 
each passage is carefully worked out, as 
is the “Expository Meaning,” with the 
id of the Greek text. Persons and places 

ire clearly identified, and relationship ex- 

with the 

ind the timing of events treated. 

plained, along circumstances 

There 

are many fresh touches, not elaborated 

but expressed in metaphor or apt phras- 

will homiletical 

Cuarces W. Koiier 

RESPONSE TO TOYNBEE 

rhe Intent of Toynbee’s History, 

ing such as stimulate 

thinking. 

edited by Edward T. Gargan (Loy- 

ola University Press, 1961, 224 pp., 

$5), is y C. Gregg 

Singer, Professor of History, Ca- 
tawba College. 

reviewed by C. 

It was to be expected that a work of 

such broad sweep and ambitious hopes 

is Toynbee’s A Study of History would 
be subjected to searching criticism. But 

since the appearance of the first volume 

of this study, Professor Toynbee has 

been the object of a continuous storm of 

accorded to the 
controversial of historians. 

Some of these 

criticism seldom most 

their 

origin in the deep-seated antagonism of 
many historians to any attempt to study 

criticisms have 

history as a whole rather than as national 

states and their political development. 

Still other historians objected to the de- 
tails of the plan which Toynbee adopted, 

and to his use of analogy. They also 
rightly pointed out that in a work of 

such magnitude there were errors of 
factual detail. 

cism lies in the fact that there have been 

Another source of criti- 

major shifts in Toynbee’s own thinking 
since he began his work, and, as a re- 

sult, there are fundamental cleavages be- 

tween his earlier and later volumes. 

This co-operative study of Toynbee 

reflects these various sources of opposi- | 

tion to his work. But underlying the 

critical approaches there is, on the part 

of all the contributors, a genuine appre- 
ciation for Toynbee’s tremendous schol- | 

arship and his imaginative use of histori- 

cal data in a serious effort to find mean- 

ing in history. Perhaps the two most 
searching chapters in this work are those 

by Edward Rochie Hardy dealing with 
Toynbee’s conception of universal 

churches, and Eric Vogelein who gives 
a penetrating discussion of Toynbee’s 
Study as a search for historical truth. In 

these two chapters the basic deficiencies 

of his position are set forth, and all of 

his writings should be studied in the 
light of these penetrating analyses. Al- 

though Toynbee emphasizes the tremen- 

dous role which universal churches play 

in civilizations, he refuses to accord to 

Christianity and the Church their unique 

place in human history; he thus misses 

the key which makes available the only 

clues we have to the meaning of the 
historical process. C. Grecc SINGER 

CRITICISM IN CHAOS 

The Bible and the Ancient Near 

East, edited by G. Emest Wright 

(Doubleday, 1961, 409 pp., $7.50), 

is reviewed by Oswald T. Allis, for- 

merly Professor of Old Testament at 

Westminster Theological Seminary. 

This volume of “essays in honor of 

William Foxwell Albright” was __pre- 
sented to him on his 70th birthday after 

a lecture which he delivered at the He- 

brew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion in Cincinnati. The presentation 
was made by the editor. 

Most of the essays are by former 

pupils of Dr. Albright. They are the 

following: “Modern Study of O. T. Lit- 

erature” (John Bright); “Biblical His- 

tory in Transition” (G. E. Mendenhall); 

“The Hebrew Language in its Northwest 
Semitic Background” CW. J. Moran); 
“The Achaeology of Palestine” (G. E. 

Wright); “The Textual Criticism of the 

O. T.” CH. M. Orlinsky); “The Dev elop 
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“South Arabian History and Archae- 

ology” CG. W. Van Beek); “Sumerian 
Literature, a General Survey” (S. N. 

Kramer); “Formative Tendencies in Su- 

merian Religion” CT. Jacobsen); “Egypt: 

Its Language and Literature” (T. O. 

Lambdin); “Egyptian Culture and Re- 
ligion” (J. A. Wilson); “Hittite and 

Anatolian Studies” (A. Goetze). The 

titles indicate the contents of the articles 

as biblical and archaeological in varying 

degrees. The names of the authors are a 

sufficient guarantee of the superior and 

expert quality of their contributions. As 

an appropriate conclusion the volume 

also contains an essay by Dr. Albright 

himself, titled “The Role of the Canaan- 

ites in the History of Civilization” (first 

published in 1942), and also a 27-page 
bibliography of his writings which indi- 
cates the amazing productivity of this 

indefatigable archaeologist. 

The 

especial interest to the readers of Cunis- 

TIANITY Topay. They may be said to 

first two articles will be of 

set the stage for all that follows since 
they describe the present state of biblical 

criticism in the light of archaeology. The 
authors agree that Old Testament criti- 

cism is in a state of “flux” (pp. 13, 27) 

or even “chaos” (p. 33). We learn that 

one of the two pillars of Wellhausenism, 

the Development Hypothesis, has fallen 

(p. 14), that “Wellhausenism in its clas- 

sical form has almost ceased to exist (pp. 

18, 34), and that the Documentary 

Hypothesis which underlay it, while 

widely accepted and generally adopted, 
| has been under severe attack, especially 
from the Upsala School, and has lost 

much of its importance. The position of 

| the writers appears to be that progress 

| may be expected along the lines of the 
| Form Criticism, according to which the 
| documents dealing with the pre-exilic 
| period all represent the crystallization 
| of oral traditions the original form of 
which is dependent on the findings of the 

| archaeologists, among whom they assign 
| Dr. Albright an almost unique eminence. 
| Hence the importance of the essays 

| which follow and form the bulk of this 

| volume. 

Like many others, this volume raises 
quite insistently the question of the rela- 

tion between the Bible and the Ancient 

Near East. There are two very different 

| answers. If, as we are told in the first 

two essays, biblical criticism is in a state 

of flux which might be called chaos, if 
the biblical sources for the early history 

| of Israel are late and more or less unreli- 

able, if it is true that “Perhaps the most 
important gap in the field of O. T. his- 
tory is the lack of an adequate hypothesis 

October 13, 1961 

to replace that of Wellhausen” (p. 38 

then the Bible student will turn naturally 

and gladly to the archaeologist for light 
and leading and will accept his findings, 
even if they are uncertain, even if they 

contradict the statements of the Bible. 

But if he believes the Bible to be the 
Word of God, if he believes the Penta 

teuch to be Mosaic, if he believes that 

holy men of God spake as they wer 

moved by the Holy Ghost, then, while 

welcoming all the new light which ar 
chaeology has thrown on the history of 
ancient times and rejoicing that it has 
slain Wellhausenism, 

he will claim the right to test the present 

his great enemy 

findings of both critics and archaeologists 

by the Scriptures to determine whether 

these findings are true. Enthusiasm ove: 
these findings, valuable as they undoubt 

edly are, should not blind us to this fact 

that it is as idle to try to discover the 

true history of Israel, that redemptive 

supernaturalism which is its very essence, 

by digging in the ruin-heaps of ancient 

civilizations, as it is for the medical stu 

dent to seek to discover the soul of man 

in the dissecting room. The soul of Israel 
is not to be found within the mounds of 

ancient cities, but within the pages of 
that Book committed to Israel as “the 

oracles of God.” Oswatp T. ALLIs 

PREACHER AND THEOLOGIAN 

Preaching and Biblical Theology, 

by Edmund P. Clowney (Eerdmans, 

1961, 122 pp., $2.50), is reviewed 

by William Childs Robinson, Pro- 

fessor of Historical Theology, Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary. 

Jesus came preaching, the Christian 
kerygma is a preachable theology. It is a 
pleasure to welcome this evidence that 

the Westminster Professor of Homiletics 

is a theologian, even as we welcomed D. 

Ritschl’s Theology of Proclamation as 
evidence that Austin’s theologian was a 
preacher. 

The author shows himself a thorough 
scholar, at home in current thought as in 
the Bible, a master of words and sounds, 

a practical and helpful teacher in his 

field of service. The first section lays 
the foundation in great principles the 
first of which is that God speaks as well 

as acts, that his written Word is norm 

as well as source for our preaching. Then 

in the later sections of the book he 

brings out the practical application using 

a deep understanding of biblical theology 
to give the background for preaching. 

The pragmatic pastor or rushed pro- 

fessor of homiletics may get engrossed in 

this helpful work by first reading the 
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treatment of David and Goliath, of Abra- 

ham offering Isaac, of the Good Samari- 

| 
| 
| 
| 

tan, or of Mary's Anointing of Jesus and | 

foundations 

which such rich ore is quarried. 

Professor 

then return to the 

Clownev insists that Holy 

that 

it is consistent from God's point of view 

and that we 

Scripture is consistent. We agree 

can find rich treasure by 

recognizing and seeking this consistency. 

From our viewpoint, some of His wisdom 

from | 

is inscrutable so that we often face para- | 

dox and mystery—where 

but faith worships. 

WILLIAM 

FOR ETHICS, THREE PILLARS 

Ethics and the Gospel, by T. W. 

Manson (Scribner’s, 1960, 109 pp: 

$2.75), is reviewed 

don Ladd, 

George E l- 

Professor of Bib lical ‘T he- 

Fuller ° ology, Theological Seminary. 

Manson finds the fundamental struc- 

ture of New Testament ethics in a Jew- 

Simeon the Righteous, who 

taught that the 

things: the law, 

ish rabbi, 

worship, and the “im- 

parting of kindnesses.” The rabbis taught 

that proper observance of the law in 

cluded an undivided loyalty to God and 

full respect for human personality; and 

the final governing motivation for all 

ethical action must be a desire to please 

God and to do the right for its own 
sake with no ulterior motive whatever. 

These three pillars form the outline 

of the Sermon on the Mount: the New 

Law (chap. 5); the New Standard 

Worship (chap. 6); and the New Stand 

ard of Corporate Solidarity (chap. 7). 

Jesus’ ethics did not transcend Jewish 
ethics in their emphasis upon inward 

ness or motivation but primarily at this 

point: the quintessence of Jewish ethics 

was that one should love his neighbor as 

he loves himself, while the differentia 

of Christian ethics is that we should love 

our neighbor as Christ 
(John 13:34; 15:12). This 

completely unselfish The 

three pillars appear in the life of the 

earliest Christian community in 

2:32—the apostles’ teaching (the law), 

the prayers (worship), and the fellow- 

love. same 

ship and the breaking of bread (kind- | 
nesses ). 

In the final lecture, 
interesting use of the claim of form criti- 

Manson makes an 

cism that much of the Gospel material, 

especially the parables, has lost its origi- 
nal historical setting and has been placed | 

life of the church | 
Parables | 
teachings | 

in the setting of the 

instead of in the life of Jesus. 
which historically in Jesus’ 

reason staggers | 

Cuitps RoBINsON | 

world is based on three | 

has loved us | 

alone is | 

Acts 
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(Just $10 per month will provide complete and 

loving Christian care for an overseas orphan 

with whom you may correspond, For full infor- 

mation, address Dr, Bob Pierce, World Vision, Inc. 

Box 0, Pasadena, California) 

THE CATEGORICAL 
IMPERATIVE 

So philosophy calls it, but the Word 
of God uses simpler and clearer language. 
“It was necessary,” Paul told the Jews at 

Antioch, “that the Word of God should 
first have been spoken to you.” That is, 

as if he were to say, “I can’t help myself; 
it is a categorical imperative!’ 

The imperative lies inherently in the 
very nature of the case. The natural pro- 

cedure is to start any Gospel program 
with the Jew. Sentiment calls for it; 

gratitude requires it; and, above all, God 
commands it! So powerfully was this con- 

viction born in upon the conscience of 

Paul, and so important did he consider 
Jewish conversion, that he cried out, “I 
could wish that myself were accursed 
from Christ for my brethren . . . who are 
Israelites!” 

Dear child of God! Will you not ask 

Him to let you see Israel as He sees her? 

And when you do, a new joy and a new 
blessing will come to you. Try it. We 
feel that some day will thank us 
that you did. 

Our work merits every confi- 

dence. It is a program of world-wide tes- 
timony to the Jews. Your fellowship is 

always welcomed and appreciated. THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE m: 1gazine is sent to 

all contributors. 

you 

your 

AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 
236 W. 72 St., Dept. CT, N. Y. 23, N.Y. 
In Canada: 39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont. 

I do want to help the Jews. Here is $ 
Use it as God directs, to make known the 
saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
Israel. 

Name. 

Address 

ceo - Se err—ern—nnw—er—r—— 494 
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IN FLORIDA 

FENWAY ACADEMY 
DUNEDIN, FLA. 

A college preparatory school 

* CHRISTIAN IDEALS 

* QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 

* COMPLETE COURSES 

* REASONABLE IN COST 

One of America’s most beautiful 
school plants, unsurpassed in beauty, 
appointments and location. 200 fortunate 
young people will find a homelike 
atmosphere. . . . Grades 8-12. Special 
consideration in cost for sons and 
daughters of missionaries and pastors. 

For Bulletin, write: 

DR. W. T. WATSON, President 
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FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “PROVE ME NOW HERE- 
WITH” for each family in his congregation 
providing he will agree to give a talk on 
TITHING before distribution. Write stating 
number of leaflets desired to TITHER, Fourth 
Floor, 611-T Shatto Place, Los Angeles 5, 
California 

Moody Bible Institute | 

for church and community classes. | 
Planned Bible courses for... | 

© Sunday schools 

© New Christians 

© Midweek Bible study | 

© Leadership training 

® Evening classes 

© Home and office groups 

Each student has his own textbook to use in 
class as well as at home. Classes of all types 
report great increases in interest, Bible 
knowledge and attendance. The 16-page 
brochure, “‘Give Adults an Opportunity to 
Learn,” gives you a guide for setting up a 
more profitable group Bible study program. | 
Pastors, Christian Ed Directors, superin- 
tendents and adult teach- 
ers will find the guide 
especially valuable. 

SEND FOR YOUR FREE ADULT 

EDUCATION BROCHURE 

MAIL COUPON TODAY | 

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Cerrespendence Scheel 

Chicage 16, Iiineis 

er 
D Please send 1961-62 catalog — | 
© Please send Adult Education brochure 

Name- 

carinii jepibiantitahaitcncaalidsciaieainale a 

ha cnteemsnapeieitaeeesaiM ita a 

Church enssysysetronsenpneneehsnssasaeneseeseansnaoneneranensiitiillls 

Occupation. iain ite 
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60 [ 60 | 

were concerned with an imminent escha- 

tological crisis have become parables of 

good advice for Christian conduct in the 
church. Manson finds in this process of 

transformation an important principle. 

The early Church was not satished to 

retain an accurate historical memory of 

Jesus’ teachings; rather it was concerned 

to apply these teachings to its own life 

and needs. 

the biblical ethic 

from beginning to end to be an ethic of 

Manson considers 

the kingdom of God—the ethic of Christ’s 

reign in the world. The living and reign- 

ing Christ will help us through his spirit 
to understand and apply the will of God 

today. “The springs of relevation are 

not dried up. The living Christ is there 

to lead the way for all who are prepared 

to follow him” (p. 68). 

Greorce Extpon Lapp 

IN THE PULPIT, PEERLESS 

The Making of a Minister, the 

Autobiography of Clarence E. Ma- 

cartney, edited by J. Clyde Henry 
(Channel Press, 1961, 224 pp., $3), 

is reviewed by G. Hall Todd, Pastor, 

Arch Street Presbyterian Church, 

Philadelphia. 

Addressing a large company of minis- 
ters near the end of his distinguished 
career, Clarence E. Macartney declared 

that a minister can learn much as well as 

discover much that is useful homiletically 

in every autobiography. His dictum con- 
cerning autobiography in general is no 

less true of this moving document, re- 
plete with human interest and manifest- 

ing the wide sweep of the author’s read- 
ing as well as his interests, the vigor of 
his theological and moral convictions, 

and his singular powers of narration and 

depiction. 

Broad is the scope of this life story 

which commences in ancestral Scotland, 

Northern Ireland, and the Ohio frontier, 

and describes a boyhood spent on a west- 

ern Pennsylvania college campus, a 
southern California college town, and a 
Colorado ranch. It is a story of education 

in public and private schools, a Metho- 

dist college, a state university, Princeton 
University and Theological Seminary, 

with many telling vignettes of his teach- 
ers; it is the account of a succession of 

pastorates, a student ministry in a Wis- 

consin village, a venerable church in the 
business section of Paterson, New Jersey, 

the classic splendor of Philadelphia’s 

Arch Street Presbyterian Church with a 

cultivated type of constituency and a 

long procession of students; the historic 
and cathedral-like church in downtown 
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Sermon Outlines 
it Ae 

Just what you need—busy 

pastor, seminary student, Bible 
teacher, missionary, young 

people's leader, evangelist, 

Sunday school teacher and Bible 
believer and lover. 

: COVERS EVERY 

IMPORTANT BIBLE DOCTRINE 
102 outlines, each completely developed. Scripture- 

| centered, easy to present and follow. Complete list 
of 102 subject titles free of charge. You will be 

| amazed at their soul-searching scope. These Bible 
Study Outlines conserve your time and give you 
an astonishing revelation of deep spiritual truths. 

Seven series of 14 outlines or more. Each only 
| 50c, All 7 series yours for $3.50. Order one or all 7 
| today. A sample will convince you of the value 
| of them all. 

Endorsed by Rev. Wendell P. Loveless, Dr. M. R. DeHaan, 
Rev. Theodore H. Epp and other leading evangelicals. 

ee et 
P.O. BOX 284-C10 WINTER PARK, FLORIDA 

DMw 7? RO BES 

Fine quality materials and tailoring; 
fair prices. Free catalog and mater- 
ial swatch book. Write, mentioning 
name of church, and specify for 
pulpit or choir. 

DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1166 So. 4th St., Greenville, Illinois 

NOW! CHRISTMAS IN 
@ BETHLEHEM! 

15th tour. 13 countries— Dec. 12. Special 
Excursion only $1150. By Bible Professors; 
Academic Credit. Time Payments—FREE FOLD- 
ERS. Write or Wire 

BIBLE LANDS SEMINARS 
Box 3-CT Wilmore, Ky. 

WHAT SHALL | RENDER 
UNTO THE LORD? 

Blessed and favored of God in countless ways beyond the 
dreams of most people, what shall we render unto the Lord 
for all His benefits? 

Can we continue to enjoy a rich measure of divine mercy 
without sharing His love with the afflicted, the helpless and 
the Christless? 
THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSIONARY AND 
RELIEF SOCIETY, INC., proclaims the redeeming love 

“sof Christ and serves His Jewish brethren in spiritual and 

physical need. 
Please help us make this labor of love a powerful witness 

for Christ among the Jews in Europe, Israel, India and across 
the North and South American continents. Your prayerful 

support is urgently needed. 

Write for free copy of the most challenging, 
informative and heartwarming missionary publi- 

cation, ISRAEL MY GLORY. 

in gratitude te Ged for ail His benefits | am sending eaclesed 

$...- for your work among the Jewish people at home 
and abread. 

Name ___ . mensional 

Adéress__ iclinedl ananintieiendianediamaies 

oo _.___...__ ss 

THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, inc. 

1218C Chestnut St., 7th floor, Philasidphia 7, Pa. 

Canada: Rev. Calvin H. Chambers 
1008 Fourth Ave.. New Westminster, B. C. 
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Pittsburgh, where he spent a quarter of 
, century. 

Sections of this readable volume are 

devoted to the author’s role as polemicist 

ind moderator of the Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly during the stirring days of 
the Fundamentalist-Modernist —contro- 

and the Princeton Seminary dis- 

uption, and also to his literary and his- 

wrical activities, especially in the field of 

War research, 

iavels, and pilgrimages. 
Here is his own life story by a man 

f great reserve yet profound human in- 
terest, a peerless pulpit orator, an intel- 

lectual who as historian and litterateur 

could have it commented concerning him 
s the late Dr. George Johnstone Jeffrey 

cTs\ 

Civil his far-ranging 

W. SAMPLE 

RITE today and get your copy of 
TABERNACLE HYMNS NUM- 
BER FIVE. See this balanced best 
{ soul winning evangelical numbers 

and traditional hymns of power and 
popularity. 65 more musical numbers 
than any other of the Tabernacle 
series. Surprisingly low cost. Give church and denomination 
and your official position. No obligation. Write NOW. 

TABERNACLE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
354-P1 North Waller Ave., Chicago 44, Illinois 

EASTERN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Announces the Inauguration 

of 
Thomas B. McDormand, Th.D., D.D. 

President 

October 10, 1961 

Dr. Thomas B. McDormand 

Dr. MeDormand comes to Eastern with a dis- 
tinguished career as an administrator, author, 
educator, and pastor. He has most recently 
served as Executive Vice President of Acadia 
University, Nova Scotia, Canada and General 
Chairman of the Baptist Jubilee Advance. He 
has also been General Secretary of the Baptist 
Federation of Canada, Editor of “‘The Canadian 
Baptist” and of Baptist Sunday School Publica- 
tions for Canada, and has served on many boards 
and committees of Baptist and interdenomina- 
tional bodies in Canada. 

Dr. McDormand comes dedicated to maintain- 
ing Eastern’s distinctive evangelical ministry. 

The Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Philadelphia 51, Pennsylvania 

Eastern Baptist College 
St. Davids, Pennsylvania 
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of Glasgow wrote of James Denney that 

he knew his Boswell quite as much as he 

knew his St. Paul, and a thrilling and 

cultured herald of the everlasting Gospel. 
The book has been ably edited by Dr. 

Macartney’s longtime assistant, Dr. J. 
Clyde Henry who, in a masterful intro- 

duction, pens for the reader a delight- 
fully sympathetic and appreciative por- 

trait of a man who was known by most 

persons solely through pulpit and pub- 

lished utterances. G. Hatt Topp 

LUNDENSIAN THEOLOGY 

The Faith of the Christian Church, 
by Gustaf Aulén, translated from 

the fifth Swedish edition by Eric H. 

Wahlstrom (Muhlenberg, 1960, 
403 pp., $6.95), is reviewed by 

Ralph A. Bohlmann, Assistant Pro- 

fessor of Systematic Theology, Con- 

cordia Theological Seminary. 

This second English edition of Bishop 

Aulén’s widely -used textbook in system- 

atic theology has been thoroughly re- 
vised. Fourteen of the fifty-two chapters 

have been either completely rewritten or 

largely reworked. These include impor- 

tant chapters on the relation between 

Scriptures and tradition, the communion 

of saints, the Word of God, and the 

Lord’s Supper 

Aulén sees the task of theology as the 

analytical and critical elucidation of the 

content and meaning of the ecumenical 
Christian faith. The content of this faith 
is defined by the act of God in Christ 

and the message about this event. The 
necessary biblical validation of doctrine 

should not take place in a formal or 
legalistic manner, but rather by the 

standard of the Christ-event which is cen- 

tral in the biblical message. In Christ, 

the divine acts of victorious reconcilia- 

tion and forgiveness have established 

man’s new God-relationship. God’s love 
continues today in the Spirit’s activity 
of creating the communion of saints and 
remains the basis for the life and hope 

of the Church. 

This extensively-revised edition of 

Aulén’s significant work will continue 
to serve English readers as the best 
guide to understanding the techniques 

and emphases of Lundensian theology. 

Careful readers will appreciate the 

author’s Christocentricity, his keen analy- 
sis of the basic motifs of the Christian 

faith, and his deep sense of the oneness 

of the Church. But they will often miss 

the normative use of Holy Scripture 

which one expects from a Lutheran theo- 

logian. 
Racpu A. BoHLMANN 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY 

Ee eet 
that meet 

the CHURCH'S NEED 
$13 

$25 

Appointment—B&W—30 Min. ... 
The Highest Mountain—Color—33 Min. 
Goal To Go—B&W—460 Min. .......... 
Angry Jungle—Color—35 Min. ....... 
Centerville Awakening—8 &W—73 Min. 
Teen-Age Rock—B&W—59 Min. 
Seventeen—B&W—45 Min. ..... 
Silent Witness—Color—35 Min. 

Send For Free Catalog 
We Have Library Near You 

Write GOSPELFILMS, INC. | 
BOX 455 DEPT. CT 5 

oday MUSKEGON, MICH. 

BOUND VOLUMES | 
We have a few bound volumes of Curis 
TIANITY Topay for the years 1958-1959 
(Vol. IIL) and 1959-1960 (Vol. IV). 
These are available at $6.50 each. 

CHRISTIANITY TODAY 
Washington Bldg., Washi Washington 5, D. C. 

EDITION 

Edited and abridged by Dr. Leslie F. Church. 
Contains all that is most valuable in the com- 
plete work . .. the wealth of outlines, ex- 
position, comment and illustrations are all here 
in Matthew Henry’s own words, in condensed 
form. Wonderful, usable outlines stand out on 
every page. 

*T commend this edition wholeheartedly.” 
— Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 

“One of the great theological classics of 
English literature.” | — Dr. F. F. Bruce 

Easy-to-read type; easy-to-use content; beauti- 
fully bound in red library buckram; 2,000 
pages, 6%” x 10”. 

Biggest commentary value ever offered! 

only $9.95 

Order from your Bookseller 

ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 
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GREAT NEWS FOR 
HOSPITALIZATION 

PAYS $100 WEEKLY from FIRST DAY for 

NO WAITING PERIODS! 

Outstanding Leaders Say — 
DR. J. PALMER MUNTZ, Long-time President, 
Winona Lake Bible Conference: “For years I have 
been hoping that someone would provide accident and 
hospitalization insurance at the lower rates warranted 
by non-drinkers. I am glad that such a plan has finally 
been developed by my very good personal friend, Ar- 
thur DeMoss, who is known the country over as a 
man of integrity and sterling Christian character. 
There certainly is no coverage anywhere which can 
compare and I know I wouldn't be without it.” 

UPTON SINCLAIR, Pulitzer Prize Author: “I think 
our idea of giving people the insurance discount 

which they earn by not shortening their lives with 
alcohol is a brilliant one, and I am glad to be 
counted in on it.” 

J. C. PENNEY, philanthropist, Founder of the J. C. 
Penney Company: “I have a sincere conviction that 
liquor is one of the chief causes of unhappiness both 
to the people who drink and to those who are near 
and dear to them. Early in my life I decided not to 
touch liquor. I am delighted to know of the De Moss 
Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Plan that provides a 
premium rate so much lower. This is the way it 
should be because most automobile and other acci- 
dents occur because of drinking.” 

RICHARD C. HALVERSON, President of Concern, 
Inc.: “This is to personally express my appreciation 
not only for the Christian dedication of Arthur De 
Moss, but for this very practical demonstration of 
Christian stewardship. It is certainly wonderful that 
those who abstain are given the benefits of this kind 
of protection. I heartily endorse Mr. DeMoss and 
his remarkable hospitalization plan.” 

[62] 

is only $6 a month. 

And, remember, with Gold Star, the NO-LIMIT Hospital 

Plan, there is no limit on how long you can stay in the hospital, 

no limit on the number of times you can collect (and the Com- 

pany can never cancel your policy), and no limit on age! 

5 4 GUARANTEE RP 
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TTR AR ORE Money-Back Guarantee 
We'll mail your polity to your home. No salesman will call. 
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In the privacy of your own home, read the policy over. 

Examine it carefully. Have it checked by your lawyer, your 

doctor, your friends or some trusted advisor. Make sure it 

provides eractly what we've told you it does. Then, if for any 

reason whatsoever you are not fully satisfied, just mail your 

policy back within ten days, and we'll cheerfully refund your 

entire premium by return mail, with no questions asked. So, 
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This Plan Offered Exclusively By 

DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, INC. 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 

and AFFILIATES 

“Special Protection for Special People” 

ONLY YOU 
To the one American in four who does not drink, we are One out of every seven people will spend some time in the R 

pleased and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hos- hospital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the Pp 

pitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a week from your hospital—32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows v 

first day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as whose turn will be next, whether yours or mine. But we do cl 

you are there, even for life! know that a fall on the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, ve 

If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization or some sudden illness, or operation could put you in the hospital - 

insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents for weeks or months, and could cost thousands of dollars. p 

and hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with N 
nation’s # 3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart costly doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many Y 

disease and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance folks lose their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk it 
to infection and are naturally sick more often and sick longer hopelessly in debt for the rest of their lives. We surely hope it 

than those who do not drink. Why should you help pay for this won't happen to you, but please don’t gamble! Remember, \ 
their hospitalization? once the doctor tells you it is your turn to enter the hospital, . 

Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most it’s too late to buy coverage at any price. i 

modern type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low ; 

rate because the Gold Star Policy is offered only to nondrinkers. The Gold Star Plan Makes It Easy! ‘ 
With this policy, you receive $100 a week from the first day t 
and as long as you remain in the hospital! This money is paid With a Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization Policy, ( 

you in cash to be used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills— you would receive $100 per week in cash as long as you remain 

anything you wish. Your policy cannot be cancelled by the in the hospital. Even if you are already covered by another 
company no matter how long you remain in the hospital or how policy, the Gold Star Plan will supplement that coverage, and 

often you are sick. And the present low rate on your policy pay in addition to your present policy. | 

can never be raised simply because you get old, or have too This wonderful, generous protection costs only $4 a month : 
many claims, but only in the event of a general rate adjustment for each adult, age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full months. 
up or down for all policyholders! For each child under 19, the rate is just $3 for a month's pro- ) 

tection. And for each adult of age 65 through 100, the premium ( 



October 13, 1961 CHRISTIANITY TODAY 

NON-DRINKERS ! ! 
AT REDUCED RATES 

yr BLIFE to readers of CHRISTIANITY TODAY 

U (AN CANCEL! NO AGE LIMIT! NO SALESMEN! 

Read what a blessing this ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
protection has been to others: Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 

Maude L. Armstrong, Los Angeles, California—‘The Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot, sight of one eye. 
check came today. Thanks so much. You indeed are 
very loyal. In my 81 years these are the first checks Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both eyes, or both hands, or both i 
for illness I have ever drawn or over needed, and I am feet. 
more than satisfied. Thank you for your courtesy and 
promptness.” 

Mr. William H. MacLaren, Portland, Oregon—Thank 
you for your prompt and courteous handling of my claim. 
We take out insurance hoping we may never have to use ] 
it—it is comforting, when necessity arises to know it is 
in good hands.” ] 

Mrs. Frances E. Swartwout, Wimbledon, North Dakota— TO ASSURE YOUR PROTECTION 
“Thank you very much for the check you sent so promptly 
_ a oe God bless you for your interest APPLICATION FOR 230-1061 

‘ 7 7. 7 . o 

Mrs. Jettie Wilkinson, Palestine, Texas—“Thanks for your (; ld Vt T { | Ah té ll pit | { P | ' 
quick services. I am happy that I am a Gold Star mem- 0 ar 0 a . S alhers 0S l a Za lon 0 Icy 
ber.” 
bi a : My name is 
Charles Himes, Williamsport, Pennsylvania—“Thanks for 
the check for the 12 days in Williamsport Hospital. I am Street or RD # 
convalescing slowly, but trust I shall not need your help . 
again soon. b Appencte your service and unhesitatingly A 
commend the same.” _ 

ee 7 NS, a 
Mrs. Jeanetta A. Moreland, Parkersburg, West Virginia— 
“This was sure a life-saver. Don’t know how I could have 
maintained my home with utilities, etc. I know the Lord 
provides when we do His will and I am thankful He 
made a way through you.” 

My occupation is 

My beneficiary is 

| also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 

CHECK THESE REMARKABLE FEATURES: NAME _DATE OF BIRTH AGE RELATIONSHIP_BENEFICIARY 

@ Gworanteed renewable (Only @ immediate coverage! Full 
YOU con cancel). benefits go into effect noon of 

® Good in any hospital! any- the day your policy is issued. 

where in the worid! 

@ Pays in addition to any other 
hospital insurance you may 

No limit on number of times 
you can collect. 

Pays from the very first day 
carry. in hospital. 

@ All benefits paid directly to No policy fees or enrollment 
you in cash—tax free! fees! Have you or amy member above listed been disabled by either accident or iliness or have you 

or they had medical advice or treatment or have you or they been advised to have a surgical 
operation in the last five years? Yes CF No (1) 

if so, give details stating cause, date, name and address of attending physician and whether 
fully recovered 

@ Claim checks are sent out Ten-day money-back guaran- 
AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY. teel 

@ No automatic age termination. 

Only conditions not covered: 
Pregnancy; any act of war; pre-existing conditions; or 
hospitalization caused by the use of alcoholic beverages 
or narcotics. Everything else IS covered! 

) HERE'S ALL YOU pos 
re Fill out application at right. 
ty Enclose in an envelope with 

your first payment. 

| + Mail to DeMoss Associates, Inc. 
Valley Forge, Pa. 

| hereby certify that neither | nor any member above listed uses alcoholic beverages and | 

hereby apply to The Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy for a policy based on 
the understanding that the policy applied for does not cover conditions originating prior to the 
date of insurance, and that the policy is issued solely and entirely in reliance upon the written 

answers to the foregoing questions. 

Dabese 0.00 cccccccccscccccccers Signed: SoCo eee recEeccseserrcosocesoceegceeccese sees 
GEN.‘ ape. 1010-4 

THE GOLD STAR PLAN 
is underwritten by the fol- 
lowing leading companies 
(depending upon your 
State of residence): 

OLD SECURITY LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
Kansas City, Missouri 

NATIONAL LIBERTY LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

Valley Forge, Pa. 

WORLD MUTUAL HEALTH 
& ACCIDENT INS. CO. 

of PENNA. 
King of Prussia, Pa. 

i YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR GOLD STAR POLICY i 
PROMPTLY BY MAIL. NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. ¥ wore 

MATE THIS VALLEY FORGE sos buon ms tm me ons mem ma) cute) DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, INC. FeNNA. 
L _PREMIUM TO 



REVIEW OF 

FORM 3547 REQUESTED 

a Religious Thoughe 

SOME STARTLING EVENTS have _ taken 

place recently in Scotland, a land which 

takes its religion seriously. In 1957, for 

example, when the “Bishops’ Report” 

was issued and an irresponsible press 

campaign raised the alarm that Presby- 

terianism was to be sold down the river, 

a story was told of two university lec- 

turers discussing the crisis. “Why are 

asked 

thought you were an atheist.” “So I am,” 
you so worked up?” one, “I 

replied the first, “but I’m a Presbyterian 

atheist.” On a lower level, the bi-annual 

Scotland’s 

famous football teams are often made the 

matches between two most 

occasion of pseudo-religious partisanship 

leading to thuggery and mob violence. 
The past months have seen the religious 

issue brought into even sharper focus: 

1. The Pope has set up a Secretariate 

to help non-Romans foilow the work of 

the impending Vatican Council, and to 

help other churches arrive at unity with 

Rome. This brought significant comment 

from the magazine of the normally 

irenic United Free Church: “The argu- 
ment that union has become a necessity 

Communism is in order to combat 

specious. Communism is stronger in 

Catholic Italy than in any Protestant 

country in Europe. The followers of 

Christ are not pledged to combat this or 
that political ideology, but to preach 

Christ. 

2. A majority of this year’s Church of 

Scotland General Assembly evidently 

approved the suggestion that when he 

goes to Rome next year for anniversary 

meetings of the Scottish congregation, 
the Moderator might call on the Pope. 

This proposal, unthinkable 30 years ago, 

was received typically by the Free Pres 

"22 

it says, “who have known 

byterian Church’s official organ. 

those of us,” 

the downgrade movement in the Mod 

ernistic, Scoto-Catholic, Arminian and 

Antinomian Church of Scotland .. . 

it has caused no surprise. Cae 

F.P.’s, it 

Roman 

should be added, regard the 

cosmic 

local 
hierarchy as a kind of 

while _ that 

64 [ 64] 

swindle, hierarchy’s 

representatives profess sorrowful amaze- 

ment that, despite alleged common aims, 
“this littlke church on the Western sea- 

board of Scotland is . . . the Catholic 
Church’s most unrelenting antagonist.” ) 

3. Three Scottish 

sensationally published details of a “se 

dailies somewhat 

cret meeting” about Church unity be- 
tween Church of Scotland “leaders” and 

representatives of the Roman Catholic 

church. What in fact happened was not 

worthy of blaring headlines. About 35 

ministers and elders were invited as indi- 

viduals to attend for a day the annual 

conference of the Superiors of Roman 

Catholic religious orders in Scotland. One 
purpose of this was that the conference 

should hear Presbyterian views on such 

subjects as papal infallibility, the Mass, 

and the place of Mary in Roman worship. 

These were made with complete freedom 

and frankness, and received with great 
patience and courtesy. There was no de- 

bate. Not surprisingly, many in the 

\ that such an_ invitation 
should not have been accepted. Others, 

like Sir Thomas Taylor felt a duty to 

discuss agreements and differences. 

country felt 

€ Public reaction to these three develop- 

ments naturally raises the question, how 

strong is the Roman church in Scotland? 
The Roman Catholic archivist for Scot- 

land, writing in the Glasgow Herald -- 

during last year’s fourth centenary cele- 
brations, pointed out that while it was 

of the Scottish Reformers to 

forever the Mass in Scotland, 

1000 Masses were daily said in the 

the aim 

abolish 

country four centuries later. In the light 
of this a Scottish Protestant, looking 

back to John Knox’s “uproar for re- 

ligion,” might be tempted to rueful re- 
membrance of Southey’s words from an- 
other context: 

“But what good came of it at last?” 
Quoth little Peterkin. 

“Why that I cannot tell,” said he, 

“But 'twas a famous victory.” 

Since achieving legal toleration under 
the Catholic Emancipation Act of 1829, 
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Roman Catholicism has grown steadily 
in Scotland (members estimated at 50, 

000 in 1860, nearly 800,000 in 1960) 

There is no historical justification for the 

Western 

Isles persisted “a pious Catholic populace 

romantic fiction that in the 

who maintained their faith undisturbed 

by the Reformation,” and modern Scot 

tish Catholics are largely the result of 

Irish immigration. Last year for the first 

time the Roman Catholic school popu 

lation of Glasgow rose to one-third of 

the whole, and if the process continues 

at the same rate, the fifth centenary of 
the Reformation may be celebrated by a 
minority. 

The 

United Free Church’s General Assembly 

Other signs are not lacking. 

recorded the increasing influence of the 
Roman Catholic church in civic affairs 

in certain areas, and strongly recom- 
mended to all church members a deeper 

interest in local government and a con- 
sideration of individual responsibility as 

a vital part of Christian witness and serv- 

ice. The education committee of a Scot- 

tish county refused to allow an essay 

competition in its schools in connection 

with the Reformation celebrations, prizes 

to be provided by the local Church of 

Scotland presbytery. The Committee's 

refusal provoked a pertinent comment 

from a former moderator of the presby- 
tery who voiced the growing uneasiness 
of many in Scotland. “In view of what 

has happened in this county,” he said, 

“T congratulate the Roman Catholic 
Church on its wisdom in limiting the 
power of the Education Authority.” A 

few years ago, only the efforts of a 
single far-sighted theological professor 
prevented the Roman church from ac- 

quiring as a seminary for its priests a 

building overlooking the Martyrs’ Mon- 
ument in St. Andrews, the nursery of 

the Scottish Finally, a 

rare event in the Church of Scotland, in 

Reformation. 

the past 12 years two of its ministers, 

one of them with long service in the 
most rigidly Calvinistic of the Hebridean 
islands, have become Roman Catholics. 

“We 

from that which the Reformers knew,” 

says the 1960 Church of Scotland Year- 
Book, “but the battle is still the same.” 

No one is likely to be misled into think- 

ing that this is a battle peculiar to Scot- 

land only. J]. D. Doucras 

live in a very different world 


